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“Protect, O Lord, the Vicar of Thy Son on 
together with the bishops, priests, religious and all 
Thy faithful. Vouchsafe that all, both priests and 
laity, the young, the 'mature, and the old, united 
intimately in^thought and affection, may become as 
a solid rock, against which the fury of Thy enemies 
will break ip vain. , 

“May Thy grace enkindle in all men love for the 
many unfortunate people, whorn-poverty and misery 
reduce to a condition of life unworthy of human beings. 
“Arouse in the hearts of those who call Thee Father 
a hunger and thirst for social justice and for. frater¬ 
nal charity in deeds and in truth. 

“Grant, O Lord, peace in our days, peace to families. 



peace to our country, peace among nations." Amen. 


The 1950 Holy Year Prayer of Pius XII. 













HIS HOLINESS BLESSED POPE PIUS X 

During the pontificate of Blessed Pius X (to be 
canonized in May, 1954, ■ and then known as 
Pius X) the little monaster)- at Muenstcr was 
raised to the dignity of an Abbey in 1911. It was 
the first Benedictine Abbey in Canada, with Abbot 
Bruno as its first Abbot. It is of unusual interest for 
the period of history covered by this book that the 
recognition and encouragement of a canonized Saint 
has had a great influence on the district and its 
inhabitants. 
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HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XV 


Tlie successor of Blessed I’ius X. Pope Benedict XV, has this 
important historical connection with St. Peter’s Abbey and 
Colony that during his pontifiate the Abbey was raised to an 
Abbey-Nullius on May (i, 1921, the Abbot receiving episcopal 
jurisdiction over the Colony. By this act a very unique distinc'^ 
tion was conferred, nicre are ver)' few such ecclcsi.istical terri¬ 
tories in the world Tliis is the onh’ one in Cannd.i 








HIS HOUNESS POPI niii XI 

This Pope founded the Abbey of San Girolamo in Rome and 
entrusted to the Benedictine Order important studies on the 
text of the Bible. During his pontificate the privilege was 
granted of inserting the name of the Abbot-Ordinary in the 
canon of the Mass immediately after that of the Pope, as for 
a Bishop in his diocese. On many Occasions Pope Pius XI has 
sent his blessing to the' clergy and people of the Abbacy. 












GOLDEN YEARS 




The author of'thcsc historical sketches of St. Peter's Colony, has brought to his 
task a rich, experience of fifty years, closely associated with every phase of activity ■ 
narrated. The golden jubilee of the cst.ablishmcnt of the first Benedictine Monastery 
in Canada and the arrival of tlie first settlers in this section of Saskatchewan in.irks 
also the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination on May 12, 1903. This jubilee vear of 
1953. then, has special significance for hiui, for it is a matter of record fliat he 
was present at the birth of the monaster) and colony, developed with both, strving 
as missionary pastor, prior,-procurator, vicar general and editor of tlie St..Pctcrs 
Bote, the first Catholic weekly of Canada in the German language. Besides, he can 
remember with justifiable satisfaction that he was influential in ktansferring the 
Chiny Priory to Saskatchewan, having it raised to an abbey and later into an abbey 
■nullius. the only one of this status in Canada, one of the twp in North America 
and one of only 15 in the world. “ 

Countless details have passed through his hands during the time he was editor 
of the Bote, and the files of this paper have been of great service in compiling these 
pages, particularly in regard to thd earlier years, while the files of The Prairie .Mets- 
senger have aided in the more condensed reports of later years. Prior Peter is 
one of the two remaining priests who came in 1903, the other being Father 
Chrysostom Hoffmann who was ordained July 1. 1903, came to Saskatchewan 
shortly afterwards, and is still active as pastor of Naicam. !^r him, too, the ^Idcn 
jubilee of the abbey and colony has special meining, for it coincides with the fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination. 

Review of these pages will show that the,-author has followed the example 
of the historian Dr. Guilday who “emphasized the importance of the biographical 
.approach to the study of history,” by dividing material into the periods of office 
held bv the first prior, the first abbot, the .second abbot, "etc. It is natural that they are 
. essentially associated with the achievements of their time, moulding its accomplishments 
and adding a personal touch, without detracting from the credit due others, including 
the laity who have responded in a whole-hearted spirit of eo-opeiation for the 
spiritual and material welfare of the district aptly called the hoirt of Saskatchewan. 

If a greater portion of space appears to be devoted to the earlier days, this may - 
be justified because early history lias an attraction of its own, the events of that 
time having the aura of adventure, while later happenings arc taken more or less as 
a matter of course. Someone has pertinently'said that a community which does not 
know its own history is like a man who has lost his memory, and-he who knows no 
past has little hope for tjhp, future. May these pages convince us of God’s goodness 
in the past fifty years andjimove us to turn in ^tltude to Him with the determina¬ 
tion to cany on the work 3’o well begun — "that iri all things He may be glorified....” 
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FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


(^ome, uA pral^^ ike t^ord 


“Thou shall sanctify the' fiftieth year," ... the 
Book of Leviticus says; “for it is the year of the 
Jubilee" (25, 10). The word jubilee is derived from 
the Hebrew ryord “jobel'', meaning a ram’s horn, 
a musical instrument which was blown for pro¬ 
claiming a joyful event. The Latin verb “jubilarc," 
to shout with joy. from Which the English word 
‘'jubilee” and the German words “JubcT and “Ju- 
bilauin" arc derived, have practically the s.imc 
meaning. Looking forward, fifty years seems to be 
a very' long time, but looking back, one maivcls 
how quickly they have vanished. A half century 
has passed since the Benedictine and the first set¬ 
tlers set foot m Saskatchewan! 

Many of the staunch pioneers who labored 
and suffered arc no longer here; they rest in the 
cemeteries, those necessary adjuncts of all parishes 
and missions. Those who arc still living may call 
out with Jeremias: it is due to “the mercies of the 
Lord that we arc not consumed” (Lam. 3, 22). 
Those who hase witnessed the beginning of the 
Abbey Nullius and have seen its development and 
its ■progre.ss base all reason to rejoice and sing with 
n.nid. “Tlic mercies of the Lord I will sing for¬ 
es cr” (Ps. SS, 1). 

Tosvaid the close of the 19th century, when 
the C.P.R. h.id been completed to the West Coast 
(IS.Ss! and the C.N.R., at the beginning of the 
20th century, had plans of opening new avenues 
farther north to the .same const, immigrants by 
the thousa^s streamed into the North MTst Terri¬ 
tories ai^Kok up homesteads alongside the rail¬ 
way lirlfljyOut of the North West Territories 
which in 1901 had a population of only 1R0,000, 
were'carved in 190') the new provinces of Sas¬ 
katchewan and .Alberta, which, according to the 
official census of 1951. have a population of 831,- 
728 and 939,501 respectively. 

kmong these new settlers were many Cath¬ 
olics from the United States, especially from Min¬ 
nesota. In order not to be deprived of the consola¬ 
tions of their religion, they asked their fonner 
pasto# to help them obtain priests. The Rev. 
’Father Conrad Clatzmeier. O.S.B., of .Albany. 


Minnesota, was ohe of the priests who received 
such urgent requests. Father Conrad con.siilted his 
superior, the Right Rev. Peter F.ngcl, O.S.B., Abbot 
of St. John’s Ahbey, Collegcvillc, Minnesota, svho 
sought a solution to the pcq)lc\ing problem, lie 
sent one of his most capable monks. Father 
Bruno Docrflcr; O.S.B., Rector of St. John’s Uui- 
vcrsjty, to Canada to investigate conditions, and if 
possible, select a location for a more or less closed 
colony, in the center of which cscntually a 
monastery of the Benedictine Order could be erect¬ 
ed as a unifying force. . 

Father Bruno was accompanied by three pio- 
minent laymen of Minnesota, H. J. Haskamp of 
St. Cloud, Moritz Hocschen of Freeport, and Henry 
Hoeschen of Melrose. On August 13 they arrised 
at Winnipeg, Manitoba, and travelled westward 
along the C.P.R. the .same evening. At W’hite- 
wosd, about 120 miles east of Regina, now within 
the* southern part of Saskatchewan, they began 
their examination of the Canadian West. Not 
finding a suitable location there for the proposed 
colony, they travelled as far west as Calgary and 
farther North to Wetaskiwin, about 50 miles south 
of F.dmonton. On August 20 they set out from 
Wetaskiwin by team and wagon, travelled eastward 
as far as Battleford, and then drove along the right 
of way which had been surveyed for the C.N.R. to 
Saskatoon, a comparatively small town, where they 
arrived on August 27, after -100 miles by team aud 
wagon. Tlic result of their careful investigation was 
anything-but satisfactory. 

On reaching Saskatoon. Mr. H. Hocschen de¬ 
cided to go back to Minnesota, taking the mixed 
train which ran at intervals and quite irregularly 
between Regina and Prince Albert via Saskatoon. 

Fqthcr Bnmo, who was brought up on his 
fathers,farm at Richfield, Minnesota, and was a 
very- good judge of farm lands, was not dismayed 
in the least by the meager results and the many 
difficulties encountered. With H. J. Haskamp and 
M. Hoeschen he went by rail to Rosthem, and from 
here continued his explorations by team and wagon 
to the cast. 'The party crossed the South Saskatche¬ 
wan River at Fish Creek by means of the ferry. 



















FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


ahinil ..ilc.s sotitlicust (if Rostlicrii. From liorc 

they amtimred smitlicrist, alioirt 50 miles, toward 
the iceioii'ulicrc lire town of Ciidwoith now staiic'^ 
'riieic was no Inmg Innn.ni licing for miles aronnd. 
no ro.id, no house, only hc.nitifnl virgin prairie dot¬ 
ted with .small lakes and poplar groves. Here at 
l.ist they found what they sought: a vast c\p.msc 
of fertile farm land.' with water and snffieient fire¬ 
wood to give the settlers a good start. Father Bruno 
de,seribe(l his findings in a lengthy report in the 
"Record’ of St. John’s Universitv, Collegcville. 
hfinnesota. |\hil. 16, 1905 and \’ol. l~i- He says 
"Oiir way led up the slope toward the northeast 
for several miles, and as we proceeded, oiir cn- 
thiisiasni increased over the found trea.surc, for we 
found the soil to improve eontimially, WBien we 
finally arrived at the summit of the slope, we were 
greeted In a gentle rolling plain, studded with 
hc.iutiful groves and crvstal lakes. The soil of this 
pl.iin was the ven.' choicest, for it was deep black 
humus.’’ 

I'athcr Bruno and Messrs. Ha,skamp and 
lloeselien ictiirned to Minnestoa in the carlv p.irt 
of September. 1902. and reported on their find¬ 
ings. Though St. John’s .Mihey had liardlv am. 
priests to spare for such an undertaking, the chapter 
of monks decided to take over the spiritual care 
of the settlers who would move into the new 
colonv. Moreover, the German .Nmerican I and 
Cnmp.mv. formed bv Messrs. Tlaskamp .nul 
lloeselien. decided to biiv about 100.000 icres of 
the lailro.id l.md iu the district selected .iiid to sell 
it to settles who wanted more land than a cpiartcr- 
se..tion. Onlv the even numbered Sections. 2. -1. 
etc., lip to 56 in .i township were available for 
hoiiK'tcading. excepting therefronr sections S .md 
26 which wcie Hudson Bay sections. From tlicjin- 
e(en nmnheied sevtions. sections 11 and 29 were 
set .isidc .IS school .sections. 

Ill ordei to direct Catholic immigrants to th; 
new colony, the Catholic Settlement Socicte w i' 
created by Messrs. F. J. Lange and Costello of 
St. Paul, Minnesota, who extensively advertised the 
venture and greatly assisted the settlers in filing 
their homesteads and locating them thereon. Idle 
govc-mnent of Canada, rcali/.ing the importance of 
agriculture for the entire country, and anxious to 
populate the vast expanse of productive ])r,iiiie 
lands west of Winnipeg, offered to each immigrant 
of FS vears or over a homestead of 160 acres — a 


cpi.iitei seetioi/of kind — for the paltrv sum of 
''10,00, with the understanding that the settler 
would h\e on the homestead for six months of the 
vc.ir./or the .space of three years and bring at least 
'd Kies of his homestead unclcr ciiltisalion. .\fter 
the cxpir.iliou of three vears the govcriiinent gr.iiit- 
ed him the title to his land in fee simple 

'I he enthusiastic report of Father Bruno and 
Messis. Haskamp .md, Iloe.schen c.iusecl no little 
cxeitemcnt ,is did also the purchaser of^ 100.000 
.icrcs of kind, in the selected district by -the Gcr- 
m.m \mcrican f.and Comp.im .md the suhsccpient 
announeements of the Catholic Settlement Socictv. 
The promise of the Benedictine Fathers to take 
o\er the e.ire of solrls in the proposed colony 
was undoubtedly one of the chief factors in success¬ 
fully founding it. 

pearl of great price” had been found, to 
use Our Lord's words (Nfatth 15. 46). No wonder 
that everviinc interested in the great project wished 
to sec for himself. Thus it happened that fathers 
Conrad Glatzmeicr. O.S.B.. and Herman Bcrg- 
mann, O.S.B., the latter then Prior of St. John’s 
Abbev. and others wished to sec tlic land In 
coinjiany with Father Bruno and John and Moritz 
Hoeschen they set out towards the end of Sep¬ 
tember. 1902. .md made a verv thorough inspec¬ 
tion of the land, moving as far cast as Mt, Carmel, 
l-'inding conditions verv satisfactorv. Fathers Con- 
r.id ind Herman returned to Minnesota, while 
k'.illicr Bruno and Mr. IToescheu continued their 
cxplor.itions Father Bruno c\cn joined .i group of 
surveyors and received from them all possible in- 
form.ition. He inspected the kind as far c.isl as 
the present sites of the p.irishcs of Wilmnnt. Pilgcr 
..iid Fulda M lull .ibont to return to Miimesrit.i, he 
met at Rosthsm a group of 26 Gcrmni Citholic 
kindscckers who had come to pick homc.sleads at 
once, .\lw.i\s reach to accommodate others, he 
changed his plans and immcdi.itciv accompanied 
the men each oL6v4inm selected a homestead before 
H'tnrnin'' to the United States. Tims, late in the fall 
of 1902. the colonv was definitely decided upon, 
and the found.itions of the great imdcrt.iking were 
dnlv Hid In honor of -Abbot Peter Fngel, to whom 
the new colony owed so much, it was called St. 
Peter’s Colony. 

In the group of homesteaders mentioned above, 
were the following: Bernard Lukan, Geo. Frey. 
Michael Rcnncberg. Peter Hankey. Math Gvoerick. 









FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


nor czAllred - S'U'M ^ricr 


There was at .that time in the sonthern part 
of Illinois, near Wetang, not far from Cairo and 
St. Louis, a small struggling Benedietine Priorv 
founded in the year IS92 by the Arehabbey of 
St. Xhocent of I.atrobe. Pennsylvania. It was ealled 
OInnv after the once famous Benedictine Abbev 
in France, founded in 910. Many saints and popes 
went forth from this .Abbey nbich uas destroyed 
by the enemies of the Church in the yc;ir 1790. 
A very ’.saintlv monk, the learned Father Oswald 
Moosmnellcr. O.S.B.. author of “Dcr Gcschicht.s- 
frennd." "F.iiropar in Amcrika vor Columbus’': 
“Bonifa/ M'^immcr. O.S.B..” and “Die Lcgcndc.” 
was the Prior of Chiny. fllinois. His mortifications 
went so far. that during the last si\- vears of his 
-life he abstained from using a bed for his night’s 
rest, but slept on a chair, using as covering a 
scantv sheepskin. (A sketch of his life and a resume 
of the bistoiy of Cluny by Father Peter Wind- 
scbicgl. O.S.B.. a member of the Cluny Priory, ap¬ 
peared in the German St. Peter's Bote from Mav 
20 to August 5. 1926. Vol. 25. No. 15 — 26. 
Tfie article in a condensed form was translated 
and appeared snbscc|ncntly in the "Ccntralblatt 
and Social Justice." St. Louis, Mo.). 

On Ins regular mission trip to St. Joseph’s 
Church at Wetaug on the feast of the Fpiphanv. 
Jan. 6. 1901, 'Father Oswald contracted pneu¬ 
monia. and died four da\-s later. (IIow liighlv 
Father Oswald Moosmiicller was revered, even 
manv vears after his death, is attested bv the fact 
that two members of the former Clnnv Prion. 
Priory. Fathers Leo Oidowski. and Bernard Schaeff¬ 
ler. in' compliance with a decision of the chapter of 
St. Piter's \bbcy. went to Illinois by auto, cxlinmed 
l.is rem.iins and brought them to Mucnstcr. where, 
after a' Rct|nicm High Mass celebrated bv Piior 
Peter A\'nidscbiegl. O.S.B.. tbev were rc-intcired in 
the \bbey cemetery, September 10. 1929i. 

'Hie menilicrs of.Cluny Priorv at the death of 
Piior Osw.ild were the following: Fathers Matthias 
Steger/ Benedict Stcigcnbcrgcr, Peter W’indschicgl. 
Pius Fekl. (who shortly aftciwards left and bccainc 


a secnhir priest), Praters Rudolph Palm, John Bal- 
frey. Leo Ojdowski and Caspar lliittcr. (The last 
meinbcr named left after the cvpiration of his 
simple vows.l Novices and Brothers of the com¬ 
munity were Brothers Rhab.inns Canonge and 
Adolph Steiger. Tlic latter left the community in^ 
1904 and became a secular priest. Father Bernard 
Schaeffler. O.S.B.. was at that time a candidate 
for the Order. 

On January 25, 1901, the Right Rev. Abbot 
Innocent Wolf, O.S.B,. of St, Benedict’s Abbey, 
Atchison, Kansas. Abbot President of the Amcrican- 
Cassinese Congregation.’presided at an election of 
a new Prior Jor the Cluny Community. Father s 
Matirus Hartmann. O.S.B,, of St, 'Vincent Arch- 
abbev was elected but declined the priorship. 
When Father Leo Eichenhuib. O.S.B.. also of St. 
Vincent .Arehabbey was subsequently elected, and 
likewise declined. .Abbot Innocent petitioned the 
Holy See to appoint a Prior, suggesting Rev. .Alfred 
Mayer, O.S.B.. of St. John’s Abbey, at that time 
the pastor of St. Clement’s Church in Duluth. 
Minnesota. On .April 26. 1901, the Holv Father 
granted the petition, and appointed Father .Alfred 
as the second Conventual Prior of the Cluny Mon¬ 
asters’ for a term of five years. In dbcdicncc to 
the ilolv Father’s wish. Father .Alfred accepted, 
and arrived at Cluny on July 2, 1901, On'July 11. 
the Solemnity of St. Benedict, the two clerical 
iimiees, Leo Odjowski and C.ispar Iliitter. made 
their simple triennial sows. Peter Schaeffler was 
received into the novitiate on September 24. 1901, 

,.ind was gisen the n.inic in religion of Prater 
Bernard. 

It did not take Prior Alfred long to be con- 
s'inced that. Cluny bad no future. It was no place 
for any sizc.ible monastery; the land was indeed 
productive enough, but the climate was very iin- 
he.iltlu, due to the many marshes in the vicinitv. 
and malaria: seized practically evciy member of 
the commnnitv. The population was almost en¬ 
tirely non-Catholic and there was no chance of 
c.vpansion. A'arious plans to move the community 
to a different location, to Cascyville behveen Bcllc- 


y 
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: St. L.oiiis, to Long l.sl.oul, .Ncu 
hfi \'allcy near Soiita Uo.s.i, Cali- 
nialgainatc_\vitli tlic liciicdictinci in 
eel inaehisabic. Prior Alfred, tlioiigli, 
lordiiiary will power, almost became ■ 
nd had ib mind to disband the 
t this time Abbot Peter Engel .>ug- 
Alfred and his community that they 
da, and offered to assist in cvciy 
This was indeed welcome news to 
:ic immediately called his capitulars 
meeting on Decembei 2:, 1902, in 
use of the Assumption Church in 
lesota, to consider Abbot Peter’s pro¬ 
mt at this chapter were Prior Alfred 
I'atbers Mathias Steger. Benedict 
and Peter Windschicgl, Tlic chap- 
at the offer of Abbot Peter be grate- 
and that the Cluny Priory be trans- 
itcliewan. The new Benedictine foun- 
nada was to be called Sf. ■ .Peter’s 

red, was the instrument chosen 'by 
mcc to grapple with the task of 
a Benedictine monastery from the 
to the heart of Saskatchewan. He 
ciilfics with fortitude. No sooner had 
)ccn made to more to Canada than 
th Father Brnno — 'January -i. 190 s 
the new territory over which he w.is 
spiritual guidance. Since snow cover- 
territory, they could not see much, 
c as far as the southeast quarter of 
wnship 41. range 25, where the Gcr- 
an Land Company had erected a 
iblc for the convenience of the com- 
Icrc it was tiiat on January 11, 1905, 
h Mass — the first' Masses offered 
Colony — and they named the dis- 
;lict. They visited the district 12 miles 
lied it Lcofcld, in honor of the glo- 
ig Pope Leo XIII. Tlicn they returned 
and proceeded to Prince Albert to 
-ancis Regis .Albert Pascal, O.M.I., in 
V — the ^^icariatc Apostolic of Prince 
; new colony was located, and whose 
nd that of the Holy Sec, had to be 
the foundation of the monastery. 

)d .bishop received them with open 


anus aiul confessed; “To my knowledge 1 have 
never seen a Benedietine, and know very little c 
llieir activity. But when the visit of Fathers .Mfie 
and BruiiO was announced to me and the purpos 
of their coming vv.is told mf^.,uiy heart leaped ft 
joy, and 1 received them as. nie.sseugers .sent froi 
God.’’ On January lb. 1905, a ddcniiicnt was dr.iw 
up by tlic bishop and Father .Mfred and sent t 
Rome for ratification. The document stipul.itc 
that the Benedictine Fathers were to take spiritn; 
charge of all the settlers in the following teiritoi; 
Townships 35 — 40 in R.nigcs LS—22. an 
Townships 57 — 41 in Rangees 23—^26, a di 
trict of fifty townships all west of the secoii 
meridian. Ratification by the Holy See was cxecu 
cd on September 12. 1903. By this time alre.u 
700 homesteads were filed in the colonv 

Prior .Mfred's solicitude for the venture w, 
so great th.'t. m spite of the severe Can.idi. 
winter, he risked another trip into the vvildcrne 
which was to be St. Peter's Colony. With Path 
Dominic Hofmann. O.S.B.. then assistant pric 
at the .\ssrnnption Cluireb in St. Paul, a m; 
filled vvitli the missionary spirit, he set out c 
h'cbruan 25. 1903. for Rosthern. From he 
they drove in a covered sleigh which they calh 
"Bismarck,’’ as far as M'aldsca in the vicinity 
Dead Moose Lake, where they had to spend tl 
nieht and nearly froze to death. Prior .\lfrcd i 
trruled to go as far as the place where he planni 
to erect the monastery and where he had alrcai 
filed a number of homesteads for his monks. Ho 
ever, he had tq turn hack, principally because t 
snow was crusted so much it wounded the ft 
of the horses. On April 13. 1905, Prior .\lfr 
made his third trip to Rosthern and made 1 
necessary arrangements for the transfer of Clu 
Priory to St, Peter’s Colony in spring. 

Mav 1905 arrived — the bcantifnl month 
Man’ — the month in which the Benedictines 
Cluny Prion- came to Canada and established 
new monasten- in the heart of Saskatchewan! 1 
wards the beginning of this memorable fiion 
word came from Rosthern to St. Jol^n's Abbey tl 
the settlers vvere arriving by'the hurrdreds, movi 
into the new colony, and anxiously', ^waiting" t 
arrival of priests. There was no time to be lost a 
Prior Alfred was equal to the occasion. St. Joh 
Abbey served as the gathering point for the n 
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who «cic to lx: sent out for Ciinacla. luitlicrs 
IVlei W iiulscinegl ami Rmlolpli Palin liacl alreaiU 
been sent to St. John’s Abbey in the fall of 1901 
for their theological studies, and Fr. Bernard 
Schaeffler, after pronouncing his vows on May 8, 
1903, had also been sent there to pursue his 
studies, Fr. John Balfrcy had come some time be¬ 
fore his ordination, and Brother Adolph Steiger 
was sent there to work in the kitchen to fit him¬ 
self .IS cook fop.the new monastery. Bishop 'Probee 
of St. Cloud, Minnesota, was asked to come to 
St. JohnVs Abbey to confer tonsure and minor 
orders on hratres John and Bernard, on May 9. 
■nbde.ieonsliip'on Fratres John and Rudolph, on 
M.iv 10. dcaconship on both. May II, and Holy 
Priesthood on Fathers Peter and John on May 12. 

On the very day Fathers Peter and John were 
ordained. Prior .-Vlfrcd, Father John, Father Ru¬ 
dolph and Father Mcinrad Scifermann, O.S.B.. a 
member of St. John’s Abbey, who had volunteered 
for the mission fields of Canada, Brothers Adolph 
and Bruno Fuchs, the latter a novice, and Aloysios 
Glcissner, a candidate for, the order, set out for 
Canada.' Tlie intrepid Father Bruno accompanied 
them as .in expert guide. Fiither Peter left on the 
same day for Cincinnati, Ohio, where on May 17 
he offered his first .solemn High Mass in St. Mi¬ 
chael’s Church in the presence of his two brothers 
and their families. 

The group of seven Benedictine pioneers ar¬ 
ris cd in Mh’nnipcg the next morning, in Regina 
on the morning of May H, and in Rosthern on 
Mav H. late in the evening. Prior Alfred and 
Father Mcinrad celebrated Holy Mass the'next 
morning in Rosthern’s skating rink. .After breakfast 
in the Queen’s Hotel, Prior .Alfred purch,i,scd a 
large tent which served as a portable monastery', 
three teams of horses, three big wagons, a disk, a 
harrow, and all the provisions necessary for the 
long trek to’ thi; place selected for the future 
monastery. Father Meinrad left toward noon of 
May 1 3 for Lcofcld, the first parish in St. Peter’.x 
. Colony, to which he vvas assigned as pastor. J'larly 
afternoon on May 16 the other six' members left 
Rosthern. starting the almost 100 mile journey to 
the place where St. Peter’s Abbey now stands., 
Prior Alfred drove the first team. Brother Bruno 
the second, and Father Rudolph the third. Toward 
3:00 o’clock they arrived at Fish Cj^k where two 
Oblate Fathers, the Revs. Ed. jaPtand .A. L. 


I'oiiici, li.id charge of .i small parish of C.itholic 
Metis. .Next moiiiing. a Siind.iy. Prim .\lfrcd offei 
ed Holy’Mass in the xilla'ge ciiurch. and then the -■ 
tick eontiiiiieil. (During the night, one of the 
Iior.ses which had been tied to the wtigoii siieceeded 
in-jopening the pail of sugar which Brother .\dolph 
had placed on the wagon, and emptied it eiitiiely, 
but siiffeied no ill effects.) The party intended 
to stop at Lcofcld, but lost its w,iy in the nearly 
eiidR'ss and trackless wilderness, b\-p,issed it oi), 
Mav 19, afiJl camped in the siemity of Alt. Carmel 
for-the night, M’hemthey awoke next morning the 
ground was covered with scx'cral itichcs of .snow. 
'I’hc warm rays of the sun. however .soorr melted it. 

In the evening of May 20 they came to Humboldt 
Station, used formerly as a telegraph station, a 
short distance south of the spot where Iliimholdt 
now starrds, and found a fairly large house, but, 
iminliabited a’nd m a most desolate condition — 
without doors, the floors covered with straw, ,i 
prey to all kinds of insects, dhc tired pioneers were 
glad to have a roof over their heads that night. 
’Pile following . morning thev finally reached Wol¬ 
verine Creek, along the banks of which were the 
homesteads for which Prior Alfred had filed claims 
for a luimbcr of his community, but which none of 
' them had yet seJki, They pitched their lent on the 
cast side of the W’olverinc Creek on section IS, 
township' 37, range 21, and .shortly before noon 
Prior Alfred was able to offer the first Mass in the 
vicinity "f town of Muenstcr. It w.is M.iv 21. 
the feast of the .Ascension of Our Lord. 1903. 
Along with the rest of the party. Fred Distcl and 
• Anton F.imcr. two homesteaders, were able to at¬ 
tend. In the afternoon they inspected the land, 
found it quite satisfactory and gathered dry grass 
to fill their straw-ticks. 

For several weeks after their arrival the hVithers 
and Brothers lived in tents. .A small Jog house was 
built shortlv, and a little later a frame house. H.\16 
feet, with sleeping quarters upstairs, was erected. 
Founding a new monastery’, in a wild, uninhabited 
country, a hundred ,milcs from the nearest railway 
station, in a territory devoid of all conveniences, 
naturally involves a lot of expense. Prices were 
high in tho.sc.days, an.d the pioneers needed many 
things. Small coins, such as coppers were' not even 
known at that time, .and the smallest .amount 
charged for any article, such as a box of matches, 
was 23 cents. WHicre did Prior Alfred get the 
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numity moved to C;m:id:i. w.is directed by I’nui i 
Alfred to sell the cattle, machinery and, all the 
articles of value and to send the money to Canada. 
Father Matthias was assisted by Fr. I..co and 
Brother Rhabanus Canongc in tliiv work, until 
they also, the latter two in the fall of 1903. and 
the former in the spring of 190-1. came to Can.id.i. 
When Father Matthias left Chmy on March 21. 
190-1, the feast of St. Benedict, one of the mo-.t 
violent thunderstorms raged over Cluny, the likes 
of which he had not witnessed before. The land 
which the Clnny Priory owned was finalU sold in 
the year 1906. It comprised over 800 acreSj Father 
Benedict Steigenberger, who had been assistant 
priest in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and in several other 
places, joined his communitv in Canada in June 
1904. 

Besides Father Mcinrad, other, members of 
St. John’s Abbey expressed the wish to do mis¬ 
sionary work in St. Peter’s Colony and help cstab- 


inonastcry during the second half of July 1903.. 1 
Casninr. a cleric at the time, was also permitt 
tt) join St. Peter’s Mon.isteri-, and arrived the sai 
month. Imther Ildcphonse arrived in 1905, and 
October 10. of that tear, celebrated his silver sac 
dotal’jiibikc at St. Joseph’s Church, Fulda,, 
which Tie had been appointed pastor. Fatl 
Doniinjc was appointed pastor of St. Anne’s par 
at .•knnaheiin. Father Chrysostom Hoffman, a me 
her of St. Anselm’s Priory, Manchester, N 
Hampshire. |oincd St. Peter’s Monastery in 19i 
md arrived at the place of his future activity 1 
first week of August 1903. Fratcr .Bernard, s 
a cleric, arrived in the summer of 1905. 

Looking back orcr the past fifty years w 
all its hardships, trials and privations, one cam 
’ fail to see the finger of God who guided all in \ 
undertaking. ,Tlic colony prospered. Approximat 
one thousand homesteads were taken during 
rear 1903. and bv 1906 the population had 
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Tlic first pnrisli in St. Peter’s Colony was or- 
gani/.ed by Father Mcinrad, who on May 17, 1903 
said the first Sunday Mass at Leofcld. In addition, 
he was in charge of St. Benedict, as a Mission, in 
tlic Hoodoo district, where Prior Alfred and Father 
Bruno had said Mass for the first time on January 
11. 1905. The buildings which had been erected 
by the German American Land Company for rac 
convenience of tbe settlers were afterwards uied 
for missionary purposes, the stable being converted 
into a dwelling for the priest, and the house into 
the first church. At Leofcld. a short distance south¬ 
east of the present town of Cudworth — the place 
is designated by a large cross — Father Mcinrad 
said Mass in a temporary shack which resembled 
a large wardrobe, until a new location was found, 
snutb of Leofcld Lake, where the dynamic priest 
succeeded in erecting a frame church which strll 
screes the parish. Caspar \3''nlcrius built tbe high 
altar, John W'undcrlich made the pews and Nich¬ 
olas Arnoldy made the side altars. Close to the 
church Father Mcinrad and his parishioners erect¬ 
ed the parish house of logs which were later cover¬ 
ed with siding. Math. Rcnnebcrg laid the stone 
foundation for the church. School was held in the 
church, with -Ifi children present, and the first 
teacher was Peter Schwinghammer'. Peter Boxdcr 
was organist and choir leader, a position he held for 
many years. Rudolph .Ehemann of Regina and 
Johanna Mcdcrnach were the first couple to marn' 
in tbe new Church, January 7, 1904. In the spring 
of 1904 a separate building was constnictcd to scn'c 
as tbe new scbool. It is noteworthy that all these 
achievements were accomplished in less than a 
year, all buildings being erected on Father Mein- 
rad’s homestead. To the cast of the church Fred 
Imhoff built a store and became Lcofcld’s first 
postmaster. I cnfcld maintained its parochial scbool 
to tbe year 192R. 

Leofcld was privileged to have the first visit 
of Bishop Pasc.al. On May 4. 1'104. he solemnly- 
blessed tbe nesv church, celebrated a pontifical 
High Mass with Prior .Alfred as assistant priest. 
Fathers Dominic. O.S.B., and Krist, O.M.I.. deacon 


and subdcacon, and Fathers Pillc, O.M.I., and 
Mcinrad, O.S.B.. masters of ceremonies. Prior Al¬ 
fred preached tbAfcstivc sermon in German and 
bcstowcdt^*j^R praise on the parish and its 
cnerge^jM^^^^Ht 3:00 o'clock Bishop Pasc.al 
confcrrcflB^Hmncnt of Confirmation on 56 
children of the parish, among them 15, who on 
the previous Sunday had received their first Holy 
Communion. 


The bishop expressed his great joy in being 
able to pay bis first visit to St. Peter’s Colony, and 
officiated at the fourfold function — blessing of tbe 
church, pontifical High Mass, Confirmation ami 
blessing of tbe first parochial school. Tliirty years 
ago, he passed through this district by oxcart from 
Winnipeg to Prince Albert, he said. His destination 
was the Indian Missions in the far north, where 
he spent sixteen years, attending to the Indians, liv¬ 
ing in a poor cabin, and subsisting on fish and 
smoked meat. His predecessor. Vicar .Apostolic 
Henri Faraud, O.M.I., of Athabaska-Mackcnzic. an 
outstanding missionary in the far north, died in 
his arms. September 1890. After Bishop Faraud’s 
death he went to France to rest a little after his 
missionary labors, and while there received the 
staggering news from the Holy See that he was 
appointed bishop of the newly established Vicariate 
Apostolic of Prince Albert, When he arrived at 
Prince Albert he found neither a church nor p.irish 
house, only a poor humble school house. It needed 
a lot of prayer to establish his see and episcopal 
residence. His most ardent prayer and desire was 
that the vast territory under his .ness-ly acquired 
jurisdiction would be peopled by good ■Catholics, 
no matter what race. He rejoiced therefore, when 
the Benedictine Fathers decided to come to his 
district and found a German Catholic colony. He 
concluded with the words; “To all of you I extend 
a hearty welcome. Do persevere! The beginning, 
indeed, is hard, fraught svith hardships and trials, 
but I am convineed, with your diligence, your 
spirit of sacrifice, and perscx-crcnce, you will attain 
success.’’ 

^ During the summer a beautiful statue of St. 
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ry fine 600 lbs. bell from the Me- a mimncr or t.nnmes inorcci to v^ucmorrn. s 
I., Trov, N. Y., \v:is acquired, both of "'as decinccl ndyis.iblc to iK'giii -.1 mission 
Icssed bv Prior Alfred on August 2. point. Father M.itthiiis .s.iid Mass there 

-loriosa.is the name given to the bell. month, until in October 1924 Cndivortb re 
250 persons received Holy Com- a resident pastor, 
jt Father Matthias’ successor in Leofe 

re the statue and bell arrived Father Father I’ridolin Tcinbrcull. O.S.B.. who arri 

r painful accident. On his way home May 5. 1923. During his years as pastor the 

I, his one-hone cart bumped eiolent- "as renosated. the parish hall was built 

hole, and he was thrown from new parish home erected in 1929. In the s- 
a he picked himself up he found that of 1928 he celebrated his siher jubilee as 

as entirely useless. Dr. Holzum who In 1939 he was stricken with cancer and d 

d told him that he had suffered a June 27. 1939. at St. Cloud. Minnesota, 

r bone, and set it. Meanwhile, Fa- Bruno Schmidt, O.S.B.. a member of St. 

was unable to say Mass, and Father Abbey, Collcgcville, Minnesota, succeeded 1 
cd from Muenster to substitute for dolin until 1942 when he was recalled by his 
Father Luke Boeckmann. O.S.B., was then a 
Icinrad deserves much praise for nr- cd. and since the summer of 1947 has al: 

lonifacc Pari.sh in so short a time, pastoral care of the Holy Family mission 

dishing so much. From the very be- , ."'as', established the same year south-east 0 
also had charge of St. Benedict’s fcld. 

t 11 miles north-east of Leofcld, In the beginning of September 1952 

ted regularly. Prior Bruno Docrflcr. Luke was appointed chaplain of St. Eliz; 
icccssor of Prior Alfred, aware of the Hospital, Humboldt, and was succeeded by 
:cs Father Mcinrad ga\c to Leofcld, Matthew. 

: to appoint him pastor of the Sacred The Lord has chosen two sons of th 

)f W'atson and the mission of Engel- fcld parish as priests. Fathers Gregory < 

reded the h.4nd of a good organizer. O.S.B., and Florian Renneberg, O.S.B., wh 

ad left Leofcld on the last day of other son of the Renneberg family. Fratcr V 

16, and was succeeded by Father Leo O.S.B., is preparing for the priesthood. S 

5.B., who had been ordained priest gustine’s Parish, Humboldt, .also may claim 

\pril 29, 1906. On October 13, 1907 cr Gregory, because in later years his mothci 

as placed in charge of the parish of her home there. Father Florian celebrated Ii 

together with the mission of St. Leo, solemn High Mass on the feast of Corpus { 

latthi.is steger came to Leofcld. re- lime S. 1944. The altar was erected in the 

until .\pril. 1923. ' Father Gregory was assistant priest. Fathers ' 

ig of the parishioners on August 5,' and .\lfred were deacon and subdcacon. 
cl the problem of building a new Seserip attended in cappa magna and pre 

ool and decided to erect one at a .\fter High Mass the neo-presbyter carri' 

S4.000.00, large enough to include Blessed Sacrament during the procession, : 

; of the four sisters w4io were to con- ficiated at the solemn Benediction in churcl 

milding was blessed by Bishop Pascal. Tlic following young ladies of the pa 

914. On September 1, the same year, Leofcld dedicated their lives to God in n 
IS opened with the Ursulinc Sisters. communities: Sisters Chrysanthia Duerr, 
Catherine. Laurentia and Walburga. Daira Dticrr. O. S. B., Elizabeth Lopinski, C 
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5.U., Margaret Lochndorf, O.S.U., Lucy Gyocricl;. 
D.S.U.. and Pauline Pulvennacher, S.G.M. 

Father Mcinrad., the founder of this parish, 
lied on September 26, 1952. Among the many 
jioncer parishioners who have passed away is the 
;rand old man John B. Hagen, who died June 2, 
19-16. at the age of 100 years and 44 days. 

The following is a partial list of the. earliest 
settlers of St. Peter’s Colony, especially of St. 
Boniface’s Parish: Father Mcinrad Scifcrniann, O. 
S. B.. Adclhauscr, Matthew, Nicholas and Peter 
Arnnldy, Henry Bantlc, Peter Beckmann, Wil¬ 
liam Bens, U'illiam Bcland, August Blascg, 
Michael Borstmeycr, Sr., John Bouraucl, Peter 
Boxler, John Cabage. Cornelius Care. Anton Cas¬ 
per. Nick Dalcidcn. Joseph Daniels, Hubert Dic- 
deriebs, Peter Dicdcrichs. John Duerr. Jake Full, 
George Frey, Anton Casper, Nicholas Gasser, 
Henry’, Jacob and Leonard Gransch, Frank Green, 
Sr.. Frank Green. Jr., hfath Gyoerick, Sr.. Math 
CJvocrick. Jr.. John Hacfner, August Hagen, Dr. 


Joseph Hanacck, Math. Hauer, Nick Hauer, Micha¬ 
el I Icider, Theodore Hcrmle, George Hetzel, Henry 
Hillcbrandt, George. Hoffmann, Max Hoffmann, 
Charles Hunstock, Fred Imhoff, Nicholas Irmen, 
Herman Jungvvirth, John Kalthoff, Frank, John, 
and Joseph Kastclan, Michael Kirzingcr, John 
Kissner, Joseph Klciter, August Klein, Frank Kohle, 
Jacob and Simon Korth, Peter Krentz, Sr.. Peter 
Kientz, Jr., Emil Lefevre. Henry, John, and Julius 
Lange, Charles Lemke, John, Joseph and Paul 
Lingcl. Peter Lochndorf, Emil Lopinski, Jacob 
Mcrkling. Adam Neis, Henry Noll, Sr., Michael 
Rcnncberg, Jr., John Sadcr, Math, and Philip 
Saucrer, Dan. Schmitz, Joseph Schlosser, Peter 
Schocneckcr. Egid Schmocllcr, August Schultzke, 
John Spani, Sr., Charles Spani Jr., Jack Spani, 
Peter ^Vagncr, Jerome Waldis, Caspar Walerius, 
Frank M'alcrius, Paul Weise, Bernard Wcssel, Paul 
Wilde. Frank, and John Wunderlich, Anton 
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lS^. ‘peter'd priory and ^^ari<i>k 


line Fathers arrived at Muenster 
e Ascension. May 21. 1903. and ' 
r said. Holy Mass .shortly Iiefnre 
Mass celebrated in the \acinity 
11 of MuCTistcr. Shortly thereafter 
ected the first log cabin which, 
nc 190' by a little frame llpnsc,. 
led a miinbcr of annexes in the 
he locality was simply called St 
. F\cn when Faflicr John Hal. 
d as the first postmaster, it still ' 

: St. Peter's Monaster,-. 3\'lietv 
re, and a number- of dwellings 
name was changed to Mnenster. ■ 
;d city of ' Mnenstef in \3'cst- 
Muenster fin’I.atin “moiias- 
icans monastery, a vers' appro- 
ic place whefe the Benedictines 
it .monastery in Canada.- Holy 
Icbratcd there every dav. during 
irs. since that- memorable first . 
n Day, 1903. In the beginning 
:he chapel, and the Fathers c\- 
inging fiir the Fncharistic I.ord- 
s no church arid no tabc'rnar’c. 
l.schiegl,.\s-ho had arrived-in the 
lining of June 1903 -in the- ah- 
rcci, offered the parish Mass on 
an urgent appeal to the- people - 
1 60 and 70 — to haul logs for - 
church to incasnrc 70x10 feet. 


eturned from the United States 
wi.th him Fr. Casimir Cismows- 
ill n'clcric. Oii Sunday, Jiilv 1’, 
jted his first Holv Mass, assisted 
ho jireachcd the fcsti\-c sermon, 
and Rudolph, while Fr. Ca.simir 
imonics. The celebration was' 
le south side of the tiny frame 


but wa.s, also.an initstandiiig org, 
first half of July-190-3 he in. 
parts of the colony, and said 1 


lent palish of the .Vsiimpt 
f. I-indbcrg. section 32, tov 
'c Messrs. \ug Moeller: ) 


under the paWiiagc of the Blessed Virgin u; 
the title of- her Assumption. 

The arrival of Father Dominics lloffr 
O.S.B.. rnly- 22, brought new jov to the httic c 
nninity .it St. Peter's’ Monastery, Three daw 1, 
.Prior .\lfrcd drove w-ith him, in a lieavv wago 
the prcse.iit parish of Anpaheim. w-fiere Fa 
Dominic was installed as first pastor. .Nt A 
heim both, said M.iss in the house of Ad.am Spe 
the first Masses said in that territors-.'on hjl-v- 
11 w.is'Ihc^ feast of St. ,\nn, .and the new pa 
v .is gii-cii the mother of the Blessed Virgin a; 

. The Tirst settlers m the 'parish of St. -Pete 
the town of Humboldt did not yet exist — 
■John Brinkmcier, Engelbert Ecfccr, Charles Schi 
tile Flory Brothers, the 'Wigbers'Brothers, Ar 
■ Eimcr, John Mamer, Albert Ncnzcl, Mictiacl W 
.kow,ski, Herman' Focken. Clem, Kuemper, 
Groppe. Barth. Fnnke. Frank Boehm, G. Mu'pl 
Benno Bock. Peter SchOns. Mrs. l.utz and ics 
others. .. ’ '.- . 

. Divine Providence signally svatebed oitr 
new Bcncdictiuc foundation in Cariada, and , 
St. Peter’s Colonyi It inspired hot onfv St, Jo' 
Abbey- to send help rcpcatcdlv -\vhcn this was 
gciitiv needed, but it sent aid also from other tj 
ters' svhen least -expected. Tire coming of Fa 
ChrysostOni IloffmanriJ O.S.B.,- a member of 
Anselm’s Priory, Manchester. New Hampshire, ' 
wished to join St,-Peter’s Priorv'and devote 










































Notilin? licicin contninccl shall cff 
riial to effect tlic riglits of Ilis M 

of any body politic or corporate. 

St. Peter’s Bote and 
The Prairie Messenger 
Alfred rcco!;nizcd the value and ii 
the Catholic Press and knew what : 
ications of the Catholic Scttlemcr 
duced in bringing settlers into St. 1 
He saw the necessity of imparting' 
id good counsel to his colonists, of fr 
interests, of telling them the news ( 
ind of the world, of protecting them 
om within and without, of regularly 
ng with them more or less personal! 
rtting the relatives of the colonists i 
fioni wlilch.lhev had emigrated 
iicwlv founded St. Peter’s Colonv w.i 






line). J lie lust issue pniiled 
: el.ite of September s. l^tOs. 
ar teiiii of offiee of I’lior 
plcteil iiiul Kiitlier Brimo 
.•ssor. April 26, 1906. I'.illier 
ipiiiiitecl editor, but alre.iilv 
i .succeeded b)’ Fr. Peter who 
ivcmbcr 20, 1922. when the 
)\ed to the new iiionasten. 
:r. Father Siibpiior foscpli 
ornicr iiiciiiber of St. Beiic- 
Kansas, who had joined the 
ir in 1.919, then bec.iine the 
irs of nnlirinr; wrirk. feeling 
e laid down the |)cn .iiid in 
was asaiii appointed editor. 
11 until the paper n.i'- clis- 
17. thus bringing the period 
rd toj.il of 27 years and nine 

n during the First World 
rtc was conipcllcd to appear 
:r. 191S. to December 1919. 
when so ni.iin of the early 
d read German passed awav. 

dwindled, for the sonnger 
fieientb' coiwersant with the 
,ers. So it was ineMt.iblc that 
hs of other defunct langn.ige 

ledictinc.s had not lost sight 
he press, and so as eirh- as 
I weekly had been founded, 
nger. with h'.ither Ignatius 
r. lie was a nieiiiber of St. 

rt time. Rev. I.cwis Gwynn. 
deceased, succeeded Father 
od. Father Cosma.s Krnnip'el- 
tor from November 1924 to 

I Father John liable O.S.B.. 
To avoid confusion withsthc 
the Mcs.scngcr's wider ciren- 
is changed to The Frame 
r Father John became editor, 
tor of Marysbnrg and Pilger 
icr Wilfrid Ilcrgott was ap- 

II holds that office. 


Pngr Bruno — Second Prior 
First Abbot 

Since Prior Alfred had been appointci 
Holy See for .a five year term, it was nece 
the PrioiT, at the expiration of this period, 
an election Right Rev. .Abbot Peter Fngcl. 
hot of St John's .\bbcy. who then was th 
Picsident of the American Cassinc.sc Cong 
presided at the election. April 26. 1906. 
pitnlars cleeted Father Brnno Docrflcr. O.S 
alreadv had done so much for St Peter’s 
tcry and St. Peter's Colony, Prior .Alfred i 
as superior until the Holy Sec confirmed 
tion. June 6, 1906. Tlircc days later bishe 
visited St. Peter's Priors- — it was his see 
— and raised the tss-o deacons. Fathers 
Casirnir. to the priesthood. April 29. 190f 
i.en celebrated his first solemn High Mass 
burgh. Pcnnsvlvania, his home, while Fatl 
mt’r celebrated-his on Corpus Christi dav. 
lOfiS.- pi the open air. near a beautiful groi 
west of the monastery, buildings at whi 
.'Alfred preached the festive sermon. Bcfr 
.Alfred returned to bis own Abbev he a 
Father Peter to the office of superior. Thi 
si'iit from his former place of labor. Prir 
always took a lisclv interest in the wclfa: 
Peter's Prinrv and the Colony. In July 
visited the Colony and preached in N 
Fngclfcld. AA'atson and ,-Armahcini. He agai 
the Cnlonv in November 1921. and the I 
scar on .August 8 attended the silver ji 
i'.ithcr Dominic in Humboldt, giving th 
sermon. In the late fall, 1926 he paid a fi 
to the monasters- and conducted the annu: 
for the Fathers. During the last scars of 
he suffered from cancer and died on May 1 
at Sf. Cloud. Minnesota, aged 71. 

due of the first nndcrt.akings of Prii 
w.is the erection of a nesv monastery, a b- 
frame building with chapel, parlor, library 
creation room, store Voom, sixteen rooms 
I-'atliers and tsvo spacious attic rooms. 1 
tractor sv.is Caspar Walerius of Lcofcld, 
building was completed November 1906. 
clii-n. refectors- and cellar, as svcll as som 
rooms of the first monasters- frame buildii 
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li,xcavation for a larger parish sclrool: 
ter was hcgiin during the sumnier of 1 
tun rlassrodin building, joined to th( 
residence, had .1 euin|)lete haseinent, a 
was room to house boarders on the top fl 
ing the winter classes were taught in the 
and the bmUhng was completed m 101 
; .\' jiarish bouse w.is elected under I 

eision of bather Insepb W'ickel at Carnie 
time the cbmcli of Oni I.ads' of Monn 
stood on tlie little bill to the northe.r 
town, and l■'athcr losejrb attended the pa 
bngelfeld. The cimrch at Engclfeld I 
built in lOIT and on ncccinber 1? of 
scar Hisbop Pascal blessed its four bells. 0 
church at .Annaheim bad been erected m 

A man who did an incalculable amo’nr 
in ■ the various parishes and missions w; 
Ccorgc Schcffold. O.S.B.. a member of 1 
.Abbes. During the scars 191s. 1014 : 
he sisited practically csery parish and mi 
gase them the benefit of a mission. Hi 
of expounding the great truths of rcli; 
simple and imprcssis'c. After these first 
returned fpcqucntls' to preach missions 
Colony, so that he must has-c been knosvi 
people. He died from a heart attack sshi 
his car from St. Cloud to St. John’s. Mi 
II, 1937, 

Bishop P.iscal celebrated the Sdscr 
his episcopal consecration at Prince All: 
2.S. 1916. .Abbot Bruno, and sesen of b 
ittcnding. A month later he again visitci 
Ions from \ugust to September, and coni 
sacrament of Confirmation in seventeen 
ind missurns, .At Bruno he confirmed, 46 
30; St. I.CO, 11: St Benedict, 33; Wrllr 
Carmel, 22: Ilumholdt, 36: Marvsburg. 4 
bS: Lake i.enore. 32; .\nnnheim, 72: St. G 
Mnenstcr. 27: Engclfeld. 21: W'atsnn 31 
Osssald. 1 3. .At the latter mission he bl 
chnrch and bell. At Marysburg, Angus 
patronal feast of the parish, he cclebratr 
tifical Highmass On .August 13. he bl 
ccmcl.in' of the Sisters of St. Elirabctb 
boldt. Six svccks bcforc^the visit of the B 
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guum. l''r,in(.c. during World W.ir 1. As licnd of 
lilt' \'olks\oicin in Western Cin.id.i lie r'lsiled 
pi.itticMlh ererv Cntliolic Cerui.iii cenlei .iiid de . 
lirered splendid .uidrcsscs In the people. .\s Cen 
cr.il Secret.irv for Iininier.ition lie,s\.is in'tiniiient.i! 
in bringing tlrnnsiinds of Ccriniin settlers into Cm 
.idn. These he located in Gcnnan CatholiC' coin- 
nninifics. He met with many a painful incident in 
thi.s wprk, but these did not deter liirn from doing 
what he considered to he riHit. Fie looked upon 
his work as a most importan^ task of a Catholic 
nnssionary. Inrthcr Kierdorf Worked mdcfatig.ihU 
and literally wore himself out doing good for others, 
l ew men accomplished more, .\fter a serious ope- 
r.ition in St. Joseph's Hospital, ^\■nmipcg. he died 
on .\ngnst 27. 1931. Funeral sersices were held at' 
St. Charles, Manitoba, in the presence of .\rch- 
bishop Sinnett. \hbot Scterin, and in.ms priests 
and people. On the same dav I'’athcr Marcellns 
relehi.ited .i .solemn Requiem'High Mass in the 
Cathetlral ,it Mnenster for the repost- of his stiul 
The last gcner.il Katliolikcnt.ig m St. Peter's 
Colonv was held at Mnenster July 19 and 20. 1933. 
It w.rs the sibci inhilec rear of the Wrein Bishop 
Joseph H. Prnd'honimc of Prince \Ihert celchr.itcil 
the Pontifical High Mass and prc.ichcd in Ccr- 
111.m and Fiiglksh. He wa.s assisted bv Fathers 
Marcellns and Leonard as deacon-und siibdcacon. 
Fathers Daonst of Bellcvnc. Sask., and' Xavier Were 
deacons of honor, .-kbbot Severin's assistants were 
Fathers P. Hilland. O.M.I,. of Allan and Henry 
Mctrgcr of Kronan. At the mass mccti'ng that 
afternoon a large gathering heard addrc.sscs by Ab¬ 
bot Severm, Fathers Ntarccllus, Paul Hilland. O. 
ML. .\. Schallcr. O.M.I., H, Metzger, and Charles 
S.mncr of Odessa. In the evening the' I'onng 
Men's and Young I.adics’ Sodalities staged a 
drama in the College auditorium. Abbot Scserin 
celebrated a Pontifical Requiem High Mass on the 
next day, Jr|Jy 20. Father Peter was .assistant priest. 
Fathers Leonard and Xavier deacon and subdea¬ 
con. I'athcrs H. Metzger and John Fuchs, O.M.I.. 
of Macklin, deacons of honor. Father James Schwe- 
biiis, O..M L. prc.ichcd at the Mass. During the 
afternoon Father Peter resiewed the activities of 
the X'olksvcrcin during the past tnenty five years. 
In his address he answered the question, “What 
arc the accomplishments of the V'olksvercin?'' He 
said, “During the last twenty-fisc sears the Volks- 


vcicin of Ccrinan Catholics has put in action 
C ilholn \clion, s'o highly rcconmiendcd by the 
Holv I’lithcr and so dear to the heart of Christ. . . 
In thousands of sermons, addresses, conferences, 
cinnl.irs and circular letters, pamphlets and 
•iiliclcs in Ihc Catholic Press it has advocated and 
practiced Catholic .\ctinn. Tlic 'Volksvcrcin w'.as 
escr intent to deepen the faith of its members and 
make them cond soldiers of Christ. F.ach Katho- 
likcnt.ig was .i staunch Credo, an open profession- 
of oiir holv faith, to hind its mc.nibcrs with .stiinigi 
cords to Cod, to oiir Holv Father and the Bifimps 
and priests of the Church. Love of Cod and lore 
of onr ncighhor were the.main motives. Tire Volks- 
vcrcin tried to irnbnc its members with the tc.ich- 
ing of Christ and Catholic principles that must 
pervade onr whole life, he it in the church, in the 
family, m husincss, in the workshop, in the field 
or public life. Like apostles men like Fkithcr Bonr. 
C M.L, Father I'linkc. OM.L, Father Br.ihcndej-, 
() M.L, F.ithcr Schweers. O.M.I., Father Blank, 

S J., Father Mever. O.M.I.. Father Ucbcrlicrg. 
O N,I.L, Father Kierdorf, O.M.I., Abbot Bruno, 
O .S.B . Mr. Ilanscr, Mr. Hargarten. Mr. Wchrens, 
Mr. Bens. . Mr. Lcboldus, and others worked 
and labored^ for the one goal: Catholic Action. 
It ,ill was work for Cod and work for onr neigh¬ 
bor. Their sacrifices were the more precious, 
because they were performed without monetary 
recompense. Tire Volksvcrcin established collection 
centres to assist the unfortunate victims of the 
World War in Fnrnpc and many a .fond and cloth¬ 
ing parcel made itsjway to people in dire need. Tlic 
\’nlksvcrcin hc.ided the- list when helping hands 
had to he evtended to the poor people in southern 
Saskatchewan who suffered want in the rears of 
drought and depression. Considerable sums of 
money were diverted from the treasury of the 
\’olk.svcrem to ,the Archbishop of Regina and the 
Bishop of Cravclbourg for the needy- in their re¬ 
spective dioce.scs in 1932. Tire Volksvcrcin sup¬ 
ported the radio-broadcasts of Father Crant. O.M. 
L. of Saskatoon, which he undertook to instruct 
the people in the Catholic Religion, The Volks¬ 
vcrcin'advocated the setting up of parish libraries 
to supply the Catholics with good reading, matter.- 
Its own .publications which were distributed among 
the members of the Volksvcrcin amounted in the 
year 1911 to 1912 to 13,S00 copies including two 





y ^arUj 'J^eatks.'< y 


tn Indiii tra\cllccl h) (ithcr coiin- 
,111(1 finiilK’ .irrncd in tlic Uiiitecj Stales. 
' lie In eel for a time in Neu Orlcan'n- Isoii- 
, later iiioi'ing to Cairo, Illinois. Dnrin" the 
of tlic Civil W^ar lie was in New Orleans, 
anikl rciniiii.sce of these tiirbnlant tiiiic.s in 
onversations with hi.s friends. As a young 
lie felt himself drawn to the priesthood and 
e religions life, and hecaine a iiinice with a 
ins coinnninity for a time, but left, mar¬ 
aud was tbc father of several children, 
the death of his wife, and after his child- 


kindne.ss he, was much sought as a confessor. C 
April 1, 1912. he suffered a paralytic strol 

from which he never recovered sufficiently I 
say Mass, lie suffered another stroke on Fe 

Febrnarv n,”l915. Prior Peter, a.ssistcd by !•' 
thcr Subprior Leo and bather Matthias as dc 
con and subdcacon and Father- Bernard as mn 
ter of cercnionics and preacher, celebrated tl 
Requiem Mass. Februajy 16. Abbot Bruno pr 
-nounced the Absolution and conducted the ccr 
monies at the grave. In 1923 his remains wci 
re-mlerted m the monastery cemetery, near tli 
iiresent inonasterv building. 


ithiiietic. Geometry, .\lgebra. and 
r subjects in tbc PrioiT scbool-llc 
Iiist. and was considciabb \crscd in 


led a priest, a happiness that came to Fa- 
John on May 12. 1903.,when together with 
r Peter, Bishop Trobec of St. Cloud raised 
O the pnestbood. He was 36 vears old. As 


Kt Rei. .\bbot was in Battleford on 
business and on his return the nc\t d.iv 
iniwcll and wa.s confined to bed the gre: 
of the dav. Tliis niav be regarded as t 
serious sign of ill hcaltli connected v 
.Mibot’s last illness - Oh June 7 he began 1 
firi.nation trip wbich he had been imibli 


dertake the preceding fall because of the n 












c inoiik^ of St. Pctcr'i Abbey li.ive 
:itl.idicd to tlicir -Abbot while he 
iiiiuty. Abbot Bruno has a host of 


lintccl with Father .Mihot could not help hut 
in him his characteristic chikllihe simplicity, 
ness and charitv in all his dc-alings with others, 
il'with an utter forgetfulness of self. ITis coin- 
is were ordinarily given in the form of a re- 
.' Despite his manifold and difficult duties, 
•md troubles. Father Abbot retained his re- 
able ccpianimity. He had a way of perform- 
omc of the most menial services about the 
; without lowering his dignity one iota. In 
|X’rformancc of anv of his work there iKwer 
:hc least shadow of ostentation. He often 
il the sick with his own hand, and would rise 
IV odd hour of the night to sec whether he 
I serre them. Ought not such fathcrlv and 


The article in the St. Peter’s Bote ends with 
le words. “Here was a man who served as a model 
I the observance of the injunction of onr holy 
ather St. Benedict, speaking of the .Mibol. ‘I et 
im aim to be loved rather than feared.' ” 

Tlic remains of .Abbot Bruno were inferred 
1 the cemetery of St. Peter’s Parish, hut were 
ansfcrjcd with those of Father John to the Abbey 


t of friends of Abbot Bruno, especially from 
:■ A’olksrcrcin. was erected over his tomb the 
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The greatest command of God is cliarity — 
lor e of God, which includes love of neighbor. As 
the fruit of Ghrist’s teaching, hospitals sprang up 
wherever Christian communities were established. 
Abhot Bruuo recognized the need of a hospital in 
otlu. uilony, .ind beg.in to look for an order of hos- 
pit.il sivtoiv to found and conduct one withiu his 

The Sisters of St. Elizabeth at BClagenfurt. 
.\uvtn.i. celebrated the two hundreth anniversan’ of 
their foundation in 1910, and c.^pressed their wish 
to Ixigin a new {pundation. This came to the knowt 
ledge of Prior Bruno through Father Alexander 
Bcrghold, former pastor of New Ulm, Minncsol.i," 
now living in retirement in Austria. Prior Bruno 
iiiii'iicdiately wrote to the Sisters, inviting them to 
com'c to St. Peter’s Colony. The Sisters .icccptcd 
the ’invitation, and on May H. 1911. the first 
group. Sisters Augustina Platzcr, Philoniena Juch 
and Ciibricll.1 l.ex. arrived at Mueustcr. 

Father George Trunk, pastor of Villach, Aus¬ 
tria. accompanied the Sisters, returning to Europe 
May 17. For the time being the Sisters were quar- 
' ter'ed in a small frame building close to the Abbey, 
and nc.xt day were taken to Humboldt to interview 
Mayor Andreasen and to look for a suitable lo¬ 
cation for their future hospital. Several offers were 
made, and the Sisters decided to locate on 3 7'A 
acre plot on the farm of Mr. Philip Florv-. border¬ 
ing the townsitc north of Humboldt, close enough 
to town and yet far enough away for the quiet and 
privacy proper to a hospital. The sale of this pro¬ 
perty was completed July 1911. In November of 
the same vear another 2V4 acres were purchased 
fiom Mr. Clement Kohle. 

On May 17, 1911 the Sisters, in company with 
Poor Bruno, vvent to Prince Albert to pay their 

for their foundation in his diocese. Tlic Bishop 
cicccivcd them with the greatest joy. \yhile in 
Prince Albert. Prior Bruno made arrangements with 
the architect Albrechtson to draw up plans for the 


proposed ho.spital. In the middle of June the Sisters 
visited Fulda, Dead Moose Lake, Lake Lcnorc, An- 
n.ihcim and St. Gregor and were much mqrresscd 
with what they saw. On'December 11, 1911 the 
town nf Humboldt jrassed a by-law to assist the 
construction of the .hospital with a giant of $2,- 
500. In order to acquire knowledge of the English 
l.iiigii.igc Sillers Philoniena and G.ibriclln went to 
Diihith, Minnesota, in September. They stayed 
with the Sisters ol St. Benedict until March 1912. 
Sister Augustina, the temporary superior of the 
foimcLitiou, remained in the Colony, to supcrv-isc the 
ncecssaiy work connected with the new found.ition. 

,As soon as the contract for the new hospital 
was let to J. P. Hansen, September 19, 1911, ex¬ 
cavation started. It-progressed so favorably that 
by the beginning of'wintcr the concrete had been 
l>ourcd, the basement was finished and the brick¬ 
laying on the outer walls had commenced. In 
spring work was resumed, but repeated rains and 
the difficulty of getting .skilled laborers inttrfered 
with the progress of the building. Father Rudolph, 
pastor of Humboldt, lent his help'by supervising 
the construction. Despite, many difficulties, the 
two storey structure, 54 x 52 feet, with full base- . 
incut, chapel, operating room on the second floor, 
rooms .to accomodate 18 patients, quarters for the 
Sisters above the second floor, kitchen and store 
rooms, was so far^completcd that Bishop Pascal was 
able to bless it Scfoljcr 3, 1912. Abbot Bruno, 
Prior Peter, Fathers Rudolph and Casimir assisted 
the bishop at the function. 

Since it would have been impossible to con¬ 
duct a hospital of that size efficiently with onlv 
three Sisters, the motherhouse at Klagcnfurt sent 
generous help. On July 26, 1912 the follovving 
, seven Sisters arrived: Sisters Euphrasia, Salcsia, 
Clementina, Agatha, Helena, Xaveria and Gertrude. 
Tire last named Sister was still a novice, but made 
her vows before Bishop Pascal on April 19, 1913. 

The first patient admitted to St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital was MaJ:thias Strueby of Dead Moose 
Lake. He was operated for appendicitis by Dr. 
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On August 30, 1913, Abbot Bruno cclcbrat- 
ctl ,1 Mass in honor of the Holy Ghost in the 
Sisters’ chapel at which, having received the ncec>- 
saii documents from Bishop Pascal, he declared 
the Sisters of St. Elizabeth of Humboldt indciwiid- 
cut of their inothcrliousc in Klagenfurt and Oano- 
nically erected the Convent at Humboldt as .i 
motherhouse. After this Abbot Bruno presided at 
an election at which Sister Pulchcria was chosen 
the first Mother Superior. Bishop Pascal ratified the 
election Scptcmlxir 3, 1913. The first Sister to 
pronounced her vows in the new motherhouse was 
the novice Sister Scraphina, who on November 24. 
1913, dedicated her future life to God and the serv¬ 
ice of the sick at a Mass celebrated by Abbot Bruno. 
Miss Agnes Schmidt, a daughter of Mr. Karl 
Schmidt of Humboldt, was invested the same das- 
as a novice receiving the religious name of Sister 
Marianna. She was the first girl from St. Peter's 
Colony to join the Sisters of St. Elizabeth. Father 
Abbot’s assistant at the inspiring ceremony was 
Prior Peter. Sister Marianna pronouneed her first 
vows on February 10, 1915. 

From the opening of the hospital in October 
1912 till December 1913, no less than 281 pa¬ 
tients were mirsed^by the Sisters and 128 patients 
were operated. In 1914 the number of patients 
treated was 281. 136 of these.bcing operated. In 
1914 22 ehildren were bom in the hospital. The 
number of patients admitted in 1915 was 291 in¬ 
creasing to 329 in 1916, and reached 557 in 1919. 
Tlirorrgh the years the number of patients seeking 
relief has steadily increased. In 1945 it was 2400. 
in 1946, 3053, iml947, 3263, in 1948, 3240, 1949 
37S4, and in 1950,^ 3334. From 1945 to 1930 
19.134 patients were admitted.-. 

Many improvements have been made during 
the |).ist forty scars, so that today St. Elizabeth's 
Hospital is rated as one of the finest iirstitirtioiis 
in the jrrovincc. Tire figures quoted prove, how 
necessary' the foundation was and what great bene¬ 
fits these Sisters have conferred upon the people 
' of the Colony. They also indicate the incalculable 
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rs, but flunks must also bii given to 
0 , wlio uuluccd tlicui to come to 

its session early in 1915, the Provincial 
n Regina granted incorpoiatiou rights 
rs of St. Eli/.abetli of Humboldt. Ccr- 
ijualificd nurses were obtained by Sis- 
■iia, S.ilesia. Clementina and Theodora 
r 191“. Sister d'lieodor.i (foiiiRih^ Miss 
1 from Allan, Sa.skatchew.nd w.is iinsst- 
ice by Bishop Pascal M.u s. 1019 In 
c same day were two young ladies from 
>.i t.opinski and Theresa [imgniith who 
e names Sister Mli/.ibetli .nul Sistn 
ispcctis’ely. Tlie three nor iecs were ad- 
ows on October -t. 1917. Sinec the 
; too small to admit all the rclatircs 
who wished to witness the ecrcmdny, 
in St .•\tigiistine’s Church uhich was 
paeih'. Among the three young ladies 
ceived info the Novitiate on October 5 
Miss Tlicrcsa Poth of Carmel who was 
amc Sister Piilcheria. She becarne well 
he public in later years as the bursar 
iimmity and superintended the con- 
the Central Heating Plant and Laim- 

riiggling young commiinitv wus dealt 
blows ill 1910.'On January S, Sister 
Pl.it/er. the first-.tcnipor.in' superior 
1 age of -15. M’hilc 'attending a .sick 
home, before the hospital was built, 
bted pleurisy which developed into 
, a trial whieh she bore with cxeiii- 
ice and resignation. Despite her failing 
he visited many families and collected 
he completion of the liospif.al. When 
I longer able to do this work, .she kept 
of the hospital. Her peaceful death, 
had foretold in the morning, occurred 
sS. After a Requiem High Mass in the 
he Convent January 11, her body was 
in- the plot which had been sclectctT* 
terj’ cemetery. Tills is located a few 
irds west of the hospital .and Father 
:ctcd a beautiful grotto in it whieh w.is 
Bishop Pascal on one of his lisits. 
iccoiid severe blow which the i-oiing 
suffered was the unexpected death of 


Rev, Mother Pulclieria who died of cancer four 
weeks .ifter the de.ith of .Sislei .'uigiisliii.i. .\ii ope- 
i.itioii pcrfoimcd by Dr. McKenty of W'iimipeg, 
assisted In Doctors Barn, Co\ and MeCiiteh 
and Sisters Pliilomcii.i and Salesia. though .it I 
setiiiingl; siieccssfiil. could not .save the life of 
beloved Siiperioi. The day after the operation 
wih.iiit woriicii who was the .soul of the i 
foiiiid.ition passed away, b'chruary 5, 1916. 
u.is welt iirep.ired for death and gave all the lie 
sarv instructions before death came, telling the 
ters what kind of coffin she wanted and wl 
she wished to be buried. The funeral took p 
oil Fcbriiaiy 8 after a Requiem High Mass celel 
cd bv Prior Peter. Abbot -Bruno pronouticed 
ab.solutinn an'el 'condiictcd the senices at the gr 
When l ather Joseph Wickcl went to his 
home iii^Gcnnany during the summer of 1' 

' he also visited the mothcrhoii.sc of the Sister 
‘K'l.igeiifiirt. ;\iistria, and the followii'ig Sisters c 
to Canada w itli .hiiii;,.'Sisters Margarita. Jae 
Maria. Martina. OHilLa and Bonaventura. 
last Furopeaii Sisters tp join the Convent,it II 
boldt was Sister Frances Rocsslcr. She ni.ide 
loiiriicv fiom .\ustria to Canada by plane in 
toiler i9d7. ’ . j 

Like Abbot Bruno, Bishop Pascal was 'a 
f.ither to the Sisters of St. Flizabeth. On .^pr 
1916. he picsided at the election of the new m 
cr superior at which Sister Euphrasia WTiss 
chosen to head the coninuinitv' for the next t 
years. During her term of office an isolation 
pital was erected a distance west of the i: 
building, and a two storey brick building 32 : 
feet, was built to the south of the hospita 
serve ns Novitiate and laundry. Tlie moun 
number of patients made it imperative to thin 
enlarging the hospital.'Consequently, in 191! 
was decided to add a two storev wing 68x37 
to the north of the existing building. Tlie pc 
of Humboldt and the surrounding district hca 
endorsed the project. Excavation work was Ik 
before the winter of 1918, and in 1920 the b 
ing was completed. It cost over 560,000. ..kt 
election held on April 2, 1919, Mother Euph 
was .succeeded by Mother \Valburga as super 
The first, resident chaplain at the hos 
was Father William Hein, O.S.B., a membv 
St. Vineent Arehabbey, Latrobe, Pennsylvania 
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w.ii suffering from respirator) ailments and v\as 
sent to Canada to recover. Not finding tire relief 
lie soiiglit lie returned to tlie United States Oc- 
succeeded as chaplain by Fatlicr Peter Fischer, 
O.S.B., for a short time and later by Fatlicr Bom- 
f.ice Puth. On September 20, 1916, Father Thar- 
/isms Schmidt, formerly .i \\ Into Father and pastor 
of Bonne Madone in the diocese of Prince .\lbert. 
nas .ippomled chaplain. Father Schmidt under¬ 
took a trip to Klagenfurt to ask for more Sisters who 
Mere needed in the evpanding hospital. 'Hioiigh 
he was authorized by ttii>».Canadian Government 
to bring a group of Sfsters, he encountered many 
difficulties Math the officials of s.irions Fiiropcan 
countries, so that the Sisters were three months cn- 
rontc before reaching Humboldt, Alay 10 1920. 
This group included Sisters Mary Eliznbetli, Ro- 
s.ili.i, \le\ia. and Christina; also Miss Christin.i 
Christoffel and Miss Rosina Lnscliin. 

In 1923 Father Schmidt suffered a paralytic 
stroke from mIh'cIi he never fully recovered. In 
Jtilv 1926. M'hilc sistiing the Sisters’ found.ition .it 
Scott. S.iskateheM.an, he bceainc serinnsl)* ill. lie 
Mas taken to St. Paul’s Hospital, S.askatoon, M’licrc 
he died peacefully Julv 23. His body m.is taken to 
Humboldt, Mhcrc after a solemn Requiem High 
Mass by Monsignor C. Bonrdel of Pnid’hoiinne. 
assisted by Father LaMacncc as deacon and Father 
Nicolct of BattIcford as Subdeacon he was laid to 
rest in the Sisters’ cemetery. Prior Peter preached 
the funeral oration, pronoimccd the absolution and 
conducted tlic services at the grave. M. Batidoav, 
a seminarian, noM' Co-adjutor .'irchbishop of St. 
Boniface was master of ceremonies. 

Father Schmidt’s successor was Father Bene- 
pdict. who had assisted him for a year. Father Bene¬ 
dict celebrated his silver jubilee of ordination at 
the hospital, July 4, 1926. When his old illness, 
recurring heart attacks, returned, he was given an 
a.ssistant in 1944 in the person of Father Cosnias. 
Four years later Father Paul succeeded Father Cos- 
in.is. luithcr Paul celebrated his silver jubilee of 
the priesthood August 2, 1950. In 1952 he was 
succeeded by Father Luke. Father Benedict had 
the consolation of celebrating the golden jubilee 
of his profession as a Benedictine in September 
1946. and his golden jubilee of priesthood July 2, 
1931. Both celebrations topk place in the chapel 


Ilf llic hospital 111 the presence of .\bbot Sevcrin. 

Physicians attending the’Hospital were: Doc¬ 
tors D. B. Neely, J. L. Barry, M. R. l'’lcming. 
James C. Kmg, C. F. Hcidgcrken. Sklar, Co.v, R. 
G, Yoerger, J. W. Hcrriiigcr, H. H. Bruscr, Gray, 
McCutchcon, B. W, Hargarten, H. A. Hcngcn, J. 

- M.- Ogilvic, M. G. Kunkel, F. S. Yandcl, W. J. 
Doyle, R. D. Patchell, C. J. Chouinard and F. 
Murphy. 

Gelobci 4. 192?. when .\bhot Mieh.iel invested 
Miss Ciimgimdc Schneider, now Sister .\lphons.i. 
the number of Sisters had increased to 23. Tliat 
■ifteriioon he blessed the bell of the chapel. In 1951 
the commiinity had over 100 professed Sisters de¬ 
spite the fact that iretween the death of the first 
two Sisters in 1916 and the end of 1951 God called 
17 more Sisters to their reward: Sisters Otidi.i. Pi.i. 
Walburga, Gertrude, Euphrasia, Catherine, Ar- 
mclla. Jacob.i, Xaverin, Philomena. Stephanie, Mar- 
g.iretli.i. L.iiirentia, .\g.itha. Christina. I’ranccs and 
Cabriela. Sister S.ilcsia had returned to Klagcn- 
furt, she died there of sheer exhaustion, a martyr 
of devotion to suffering htimanih-. while attending 
the Mounded snldt’cr.s during the Second W'orld 
M'.ir. 

In 1928 the hospital had to be enlarged a., 
-second time at a cost of approximately 575,000. A 
large wing was added to the west and an extension 
to the north. In the basement of this M-ing arc 
the kitchen and dining rooms, on the first floor is 
the maternity department while the chapel is on 
the second floor. ’The chapel is the beauty spot of 
the institution. It was decorated by Professor. 
Bcrthold Imhoff. In 1945-46 the central heating 
plant and laundry was built, and in 1949-50 the 
nurses’ residence, both west of the hospibal. At 
the time of writing the hospital is again over¬ 
crowded and plans are maturing to erect a 75 bed. 
hospital southMCSt of the present site. 

’The blessings which the Lord has poured out 
upon the inhabitants of Humboldt and district by 
giving them the Sisters of St. Elizabeth did not 
remain only in that locality, but went far beyond. 
In 1915 Father Francis Palm. O.M.I., a brother 
of Father Rudolph, O.S.B., asked the Sisters to 
found a hospital at Macklin, Saskatchewan, in the 
St. Joseph’s Colony. In November of the same 
vear Abbot Bruno and Mother Pulcheria went to 
Macklin to investigate conditions. But it was not 
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Abbot Bruno well understood the value of 
good schools, and his ardent desire, w.is to secure 
good tc.ichcrs for the settlers of St. Peter's Colony. 
His choice fell upon the Ursulincs. an order whose 
pi line objcctivc'-as' the education of youth. 

On July H. Ibis. Mother Xasen.i l.ocns. the 
Mother Superior of the Ursiilinc Convent. Cologne. 
Cerniany. and Mother Cl.ira visited Muenster, 
Bruno, and o'ther parts of the Colonv. Tiicn travel- 
le4 to Prince .\lbert to interview. Bishop Pascal. 
The result of the discussions with Bishop Pascal 
' and Abbot Bruno was that on September 2. 1915, 
Mother Clara, a member of the Ursulinc Convent 
of llaselucnne, Germany, and Mother Angela, a 
member of the Convent at Cologne, Germanv. 
arrived at Muenster, and next day took charge of 
the parochial school there. Until the school build¬ 
ing was constructed classes were held in the sacristy 
of the church. Tins was partitioned off, and al¬ 
though both “class rooms” were heated by big 
stoves, the Sisters and children at times suffered 
from the cold. Until the Sisters' residence was 
completed, they lived with the Sisters of St, Eliza¬ 
beth who had charge of the monastery kitchen. In 
two weeks, the children under the guiding hand 
of Mother .Angela, sang a simple chor.il.IIigh Mass 
to the joy and edification of the p’ari.shioncrs. Im¬ 
mediately after the arrival of the Sisters, work was 
hegun on their home. John Kraus of Marysburg 
Sdid tjiji mason work for the foundation, and August 
AX'.isscrin.m of Muenster the carpenter work. Tlic 
home was completed by the Ixiginning of 1914, 
and the Sisters moved in on January 3. and .Abbot 
Brinio blessed it on January 5. Sister Notbnrga ar¬ 
rived December 17. 1913. to take care of the 
kitchen, and Mother Agatha arrived on January 
14, 1914. 

The news that the Ursuline Sisters had arrived 
in Muenster to teach in the parochial school amus¬ 
ed the desire to have them take over schools in 
(liber parishes. Lcofcld ,nt_o_ncc_stnrtcd__to_crcct..a_ 
l.irge school building to contain the Sisters' dvvel- 

r 


hug as well. Work was carried on during the win¬ 
ter of 1913-14, the building was completed in 
the spring of 1914, and was blessed by Bishop Pas¬ 
cal May 22, 1914. Tlic parish of Bruno sent Air. 
llomsch, April 18. 1914, as a delegate to .Muenster. 
to petition Abbot Bruno to send Sisters to take 
over tbe parish school. Mother Clara could not 
refuse, and the next day went to Bruno to begin 
tcaeliing. The pressure to which the Sisters vveie 
.sub|ected was somewhat relieved with the arrival 
of Mother Xaveria and Sister I.aurentia from A\ in- 
nipeg, April 23, 1914. The fonner taught at Muens¬ 
ter, while Sister l.aurenti.l \vas sent to Bruno 
to keep house for Mother Clara. Mother Anna 
Catherine arrived during the coiiise of the suinnier. 
These Sisters had been teaelnng at Winnipeg and 
bad come from various motlicrhouscs in Germany 
llaselucnne, Cologne, and Dorsten. Since the 
majority of them belonged to llaselucnne, it was 
thi^ convent which undertook the responsibility for 
Ihc foundation in St. Peter's Colony. Hiis fact ex¬ 
plains why later Mother Anna Catherine returned 
to Gcrnianv and Mother Angcki went to Ah'bank. 
S.isk., where the foundation from Dorsten was re¬ 
established after the buildings of the convent were 
destroyed by fire at GSyson, Sask. 

Tiic little band of'seven Ursulincs was aug¬ 
mented by the arrival -ort August 14,. 1914, of Sis¬ 
ters Antonia. Ursula, Paula,. Walbnrga, Cordula, 
A’incentia and Crcsc'cnHa. Tlicsc seven were from 
the Convent of Haseluennc excepting Sister Ursula 
who came froirf Dorsten. They left- Germanv just 
before the outbreak of the' war on the German 
steamship AAh'ttekind and were well out at sea 
when the news reached them of hostilities between 
England and Germany. From then on the voyage 
became exciting, since the’Wittekind ran the ri.sk 
nf being captured by British warships. In order to 
avoid this, the entire boat was painted during the 
night to cainnuflagc it and tri make it resemble a 
neutral ship. As a mje sailors dislike fog, but on 

said. “Sisters, pray for fog, so"that vve mav escape 
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pr.ictical. TliC\ «crc iliicclcil to Bruno as a pos<.il)lc 
lofalion. and Bruno icrcncd tlicin |ovfullv. l atlicr 
I,CO, pasloi of Brnno. did all in Iris power to snp- 
poil Hie |ilan A liact of land.'north of fown. near 
the Clun. Ii Mas sciincd. .ind Ihc paiisli pledged 
itself to don.He Ihc slim nf'55,000.00 toward the 
pin liiiilding. In do .ill the ese.is.iting .nul hauling 
ol liiiildiiig in.iteri.il flee of elijige. .\hhot Biinio 
« lioleiie.ilisdK iniintcii lined the iiiukilaking .iiid 
ajspe.iled lo the seltleVs of the Colonv to eontiilnite 
fill, nil i.ilK riu' worL of e\f p iliii’. niieler the eli 
~\reilinn ol Mi. 1 lenn Dust, si nled in the fall of 
^'HS and ,i's soon as the frost.wa.s out of the grofind 
M IS loulii'unl 111 Hie spiiiig of I'll'i '['he building 
M.is 111(1 ^ H feels Hiree'sloieis high willi full base- 
nieiit 'I'he th.ipij was located on the first flooi on 
the west side. Under dale of Deceinber Z(i 191S 
the’ Ufsnhnes were legalK incoipo’r.itcd under Hie 
tilh.'''■|'hc Ursiiline Knns of Bruno.” 

M'hile Ihc wnrh of construction was proceeding 
at a rapid pace during the sunnner of 1919. the 
l.oid ivideiiHv considered the mission of Abbot 
• Brnno completed. Ilis host official act within St. 
Beler’s Colom’ was to ])rcsidc at Ihc election of the 
Mother Superior. M.iy 30. 1919. On that das the 
Hiiee sear leim of office of Mother Clara expired, 
and Mother \ntonia was elected to succeed her. 
'I he elec Hon w.is held at the temporary convent ilt 
M.irxsbnrg. 'Idle Ursnlinc commnnih numbered 13 
Siitiis. four novices and two candidates^ • 

'Idle (oruerstone of the new Cpri^n^t Briina 
was blessed .ind laid at a semi-private cerpijnony by 
Idilhcr Prior Peter. June 22. 1919. The‘building, 
iiiliiidsd js Sisieis' lesidcnee and .■\c.ideiny. was 
ronipl^^ before Christmas the same year and 
sohiiinh blessed bv .Abbot Michael, November 9. 
I'lpl -Now Hie ^istcrs could ^'joicc: thev had .a 
home. Oil |n1v 9. 1^21. Mother .Antonia left f'or 
Cerniaiu and returned October 17. with five more 
Si'leis from the Convciil of Il.isilncnnc. so that the 
iiimibcr of Uisiilnies .o.id.ible to instruct the voiith' 
of Hie eoloiiv w'.is incrcfiscd t.o 26. Idle new arriv.fls 
wcie Sisters Mcchtild. Schi‘i|astica. ClcsnicftHnc. 
PiipiliM iiid C'l.illiiidjs On August 1". PJsd.’thiet 
nosieis .iriised iii Brnno from Haseluenno. Sisters 
■ .Aini.i. Christina and I.idwina. 

Mother Antonia was head of ibe coinmnnitx' 
for lime sl.i's. Hue; lenns of three yc.i'rs each. 


Ihese scars were scars of progress and accomplish 
iiient Moreover, .she filled the office of nos ice 
nnsiress. siiperinteuKling the training of the young 
religions. faXm 1919 tp 19-17. During the years she 
w.i.s superior..,mcmbeiship in the community ni 
cre.ised, which made it possible to open nesv 
schools, at Lahe'Lenorc. 1922. AVat.son. 192-1. Ilnni- 
boldt. 1927 and .Ann.abcim 1927. In 1936 she 
suffered -a serious infection, which ncccssitatccl the 
, nijml.ilion of .1 leg. Despite this h.ijidicap she ni.ide 
.lierself useful to the community, instructing the 
nos ices .nui translating articles and books for the 
use of the community. One of her former pupils 
(AIr7. .Maurice Conncrl characterized her former 
tc.icher at the time of her golden jubilee. .August 
30. 19-13. thus: “Mother Antonia was the ideal 
te.’cher and Mother Superior. AA’c of that first 
gradii.iting class, the class of 1922 - 23. knesv no 
olhei 'Reserend Mother’ and we loscd her as one 
.set apart to be especially regarded and respected. 
not onlv fcir her high office, but particiilarlv bc- 
e'.iuse of the inspiring leadership she gave ns. .Mach 
of ns felt that her interest in us svas individual, per¬ 
sonal. and wholly unselfish. Gently but firmly .she 
took onr girlish ideas and fancies and day-dreams, 
and guided them to wiser and more mature xiew- 
points and ideals. Gently' but fimily, she took our 
little misdemeanors, and by means of a 'little talk 
in' the parlor', or measured-words ip the class¬ 
room.' led us to better acts. Always she succeeded 
in making us feel that she was right, and so we 
tried to act accordingly. In her we truly saw Christ- 
Ijkc action, and I know that each of us felt our 
lives' enriched through having known her as we 
did." ^^^lcn anybody was in suffering, she xvould 
’ sav, “Turn your pain into gain.” She was a valiant 
woman aiyd a pillar for the young community. She 
. died .April 19, 19-50, at the age of 80 years. 

Two more schools were taken over by the 
Ursulincs in 1930, the orie in Englcfcld and the 
other in Carmel* At all these schools conducted 
by the Sisters they have their own residence and a 
■ litllc chapel where the blessed Sacrament, the 
source of their strength, is reserved., 

.After the Expiration of Mother Antonia’s third 
term of office. Mother-Clara, who had guided the 
commuiiity during the first years, was again elect¬ 
ed. for two consecutive terms, six years, during. 
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foundation was consol.datal and fniuK 
cations from the Colony and, beyond 
;o come, so that when her terms of of- 
ivcr, July 193-1. Uie Ursuline mother- 
Irnno numbered S? Sisters. ■ 
ejection, July 10. 1954. under thcflBupcr- 
.bbot Severin. Mother Scholastica -Ilol- 
cctcd Mother.Superior. She had come ■ 
when Mother Antonia had gone to 
to beg for more .Sisters in 1921. and 
perpetual vows at 'Btuno a year later, 
was elected she was 40 years old. .\nd 
she guide them that they re-elected her 
litional terms pf three years each. 3\'ith 
of one year at Chatham, 'Out., for 
ration of her studies, she spent .all her 
c'Convent in Bruno, where .she was in 
r and princip.rl at the .\cadcmy. It was 
holastica’s constant desire to intensih 


The Rev. Mothers Antonia and Scholastic 
arc not the only two Sisters whom God took I 
Himself. In the little cemetery, north of the Cor 
vent, arc eight graves, where the mortal remains ( 
LIrsuhnes rest. Tljcy arc besides the two Supc 
ioresscs .ilready mentioned. Sisters Gcrarda, Ursul; 
Crcscentia, Notburga, Mcchtild and Xaveria. Th 
last mentioned Sister died bn May 30, 19.517^tli 
vigil of the feast pf St. Angela, the foundress < 
the Ursuhue Order. ■ 

The motherhousc of the Ursnlines at Brun 
has progressed to such a degree that the presci 
Comeiit is no longer able to meet all its rccpiin 
uieiils. *riic nnmbcr of the Sisters has increased I 
SO, and though a mimhcr of frame buildings \sci 
erected, these ucre not sufficient to relieve tl 
congestion. The chapel too. is no longer lart 
enough. .'Xccording to pl.nis worked out In lU 
Mother Scholastica and her councillors, a large- ai 


life in the souls of all with whom she Tlition was to be constructed in 1951, but ow'ir 
contact. She used cverv opportimitv to to uncertain world conditions and other difficultii 
closer to Christ. Tducation.'pniver. con- ‘'I'd' high wages, scarcitv- and high cost i 

.■al and prudence wctc her means. Her building materials, the, execution of this plan h,s 

he children was reali/'ed in 1959, when to be postponed. However, work w.is begun durn 
actical Correspondence Cousc for the ■ I'H- on part'of the plan. 

Iren of St. Peter’s Colony was entrusted On March 29, 1952, all the voting Sisters a 

ilines, so that todav every Catholic bov seuiblcd at the Convent to elect a new Motlr 

the colony receives the course in Chris Superior. Tlicir choice fell upbnViothcr Cathcrin 
ne. When the people of Europe, made - the daughter of.l'rcd Distel and Catharina in 
y the ravages of war. clainorcd for help. . Broestel. hoth deec.iscd. She was the oiilv child 
lolastica’s charitv kncw.no bounds. She the family winch honies’tcadcd about five miles ca 
n Christ’s poor, and in an all-out effort of M.msbiirg., Rev. Mother Catheriua is the fir 

cm. collected clothing which the com- daughter of a 'settler of St. Petc'r’s Colo'nv to 1 

noclellcd and renovated. Bv word and Superior at Bruno. She was boni in North Dakn 

ic encouraged the community/to pray and,came to Canada with her parents as a chil 

c in aid of the needv and to beg God’s \bbot Severin presided at tho clcctim. 

the suffering world. , ’ Tlie chaplains of the Ursuline Sisters were tl 

ler to purify and beautifv His spouse following:. Father Casimir was the first chapla 
the good Lord placed a hcavv cross on . while the Couvent-was located at Dead hton 
crs. She became very ill in November 'Lake (b’fars-sburg). Father Leo'was chaplain fro 
the doctors diagnosed her affliction as the time the Sisters moved to Bruno until 19 

eatnfents at the hospital in Saskatoon when he became pastor of St. Peter s Churc 

ly temporary relief, and though most Muenster, and was replaced by Father Berna 

yers were offered for her recovery the ’ from 1927 until 1945. Since that time Father M. 
lot see fit to work a miracle. She died tin. who resides at Muenster goes to Bruno' rcc 
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nic Very Rev. Michael Ott, O. S. 15., Pli. D., 
Subprior of St. John’s Abbey, Minnesota, was cho¬ 
sen on July 23, 1919, to succcd Abbot Bruno and 
tile clioice was confirmed by the Holy See on Sep¬ 
tember 22. He had been on the teaching staff of 
the college and scmin.iry for nearly h\cnty-fivc 
5'cars. He was known as a scholar and a pliilos- 
o])her, and had written numerous articles for the 
Catholic Encyclopedia. 'Tlie news of his clcctiim 
rcaditd him while he was conducting .i ictrc.it foi 
the Benedictine Fathers of St. M.iitin's .Mibcy. 
I.acev. Washington, lie w.is often called upon to 

Peter’s Ahbcy in 191S. Tlioiigh lie nonid he h.Ird 
to replace at St. John’s, .Xbbot Peter, already knoun 
for his generosity towards St. Peter's Colony, con¬ 
sented to his election, and the Abbot-F.lcet wired, 
July 24, that "taking it to be the will of God. I 
accept the clcction'with a heavy licart, hoping that 
with the help of God and the cooperation of the 
Rcserend Fathers I shall he able to bear the licaw 

The new Abbot arris’.cd on October 10, with 
Father Lawrence who had been visiting relatives 
III Hie United States, and Father Fridolin Tcni- 
brenll, O.SiB., whom Abbot Peter pennitted to 
join St. Peter's Abbey. lie was given a joyful wel¬ 
come. On October 12 he preached his first sermon 
in St. Peter’s Church and stressed the necessity of 
having a college. The feast of the Apostles. Sts. 
Simon and Jude, October 28, was set for the so¬ 
lemn blessing,of the new Abbot. A collection was 
to be taken up on tliat day for the future St. 
Peter’s College, and a drive for funds, .throughout 
the Colony was to be inaugurated as soon as pos- 

Abbot Michael was blessed by Bishop Vincent 
W^clirle, O.S.B., of Bismarck, North Dakota, in 
the beautiful and solemn function which closely 
resembles the conssemtion of a' Bishop. Bishop 
W'chrlc pontificated, assisted by Rt. Rev. NI. 
Pilon, Vicar General of \lie Archdiocese of Fd- 


inontiin.as Picsbyter Assistant,. Fathers P. Ililland, 
O.M.I.. (if Winnipeg, .is deacon .iiid I,. N-iiid- 
/ik, O.M.l.. of Fish Greek as subdc.icon. Very 
Ri\. .\. |.in, O.M 1., of Saskatoon and P. Nicolet, 
of B.ittleford as deacons of honor, Imthcrs H 
Boening. O M 1.. and D. Ganiache in dalmatics, 
F.itliers Clinsostoin and Matthias in pluvials. Fa- 
tlisrs 11. B.'ieniiig, O.M.L, P. Ilabets, O.M.L,' 
'I'll. X.ind/.ik. O.M.L, Lawrence, O.S.B., Clement 
Dimpn, O.S.l’).. Benedict, O.S.-B., C.isiniir, O.S. 
B., acted as chaplains to the attending bishops and 
.ilibots in the s.iiictiian’, .Mibot Michael's assist- 
,iiit .\l)bol^ weic Rt. Rev. Bernard Menges. O .S.B., 
of .St Bc'iii.ird's .\bbei.. Cnllni.ni. .\l.ibaui,i. and 
Rl. Rc\. Oswald B.ir.in, O.S.B.. of ,St. ' M.irliiTs 
.\bbcv, Washington. Among the distinginslicd 
lisito’rs were Bishop J. T. McNalK of Calgaiy, 
Bishop Olid Charlcbois, O.M.L, Vicar Apostolic 
of Keewatin, Abbot Ernest .Ilelmstetter, O.S.B,, 
of Newark, N. J., President of the American Cas- 
sinesc Congregation, Abbot Peter Engel, O.S.B., 
of St. John's Abbey, Collcgcvillc, Minn., and 
in.inv other priests and laymen. A' number of 
alumni of St. John's University, Collcgcville, for¬ 
mer pupils of Ahbot Michael, were m the church 
to witness the elewation of their former pro¬ 
fessor to the dignity of Abbot. The eeremomes 
connected with the blessing of an Abbot arc of 
r.ire occurrence and many made use of this op- 
portimitv to witness them. Father F'ridolin and 
i''r. Marcclliis Mayer, the latter, a former mem¬ 
ber of St. John's Abbey who had shortly before 
joined St. Peter’s Abbey acted as masters of ccr- 
monics. The students of St. John’s Unhersity had 
delegated W'illiam Krumpclmann to present a 
spiritual bouquet and the Knights of Columbus 
of Hiimbolcif-''presentcd an illuminated address to 
the new Abbot.' (William Krumpelmann, entered 
the novitiate at’St. John's Abbey in 1919, joined 
St. Peter’s Abbey the next year, was given the 
name of Fr. Cosmas and was ordained December 
23. 1923.) 





ST. PETER'S . COLLEGE I; \, / 2().’\92i, tlie St. Peter’s Bote informed its reid- 

11 for the nevv College liikeii iiVf ers that it actually cost $180,000 and the cos: 

(he .Vhhot .imoiinted In V-ijiiA ' .the fiiriiishmgs of the building would dem 
later the coiitributiousl fpr, jth/s\ .m .idditional heavy outlay. The plans of 
iking h.id mounted to S 1.^40 I'/i, \ College and the ' Ablsev building,s had alrc 

120, tp S6,79Q,.00, and by Jaiilidri \ ordered at a cost of $1,500 by Prior Alfred, f 

■)50.00 The drive of tile Knjg/its V firm of architectural artishS' in Milvvaukee, k 

ted in June 15. 1020, and Wie- \insin, and one iVing of the building, 50 \ ! 

50,000 .\ctu3lly snpscribetl/ ill' , tiVee stnrcvs high, with basement anjlattic, 
v.is the 'luni of 85^702 55 / bnl ' nV accomrfiodation"foE^SO to'-^ZJKk'sluclc 
amounted to'S5.'i,r,5ft':S inetv w.ieWnv to'bc erected-- V\ 

.•Inch the Kmghtv ijf ColMnbns ' “n^he first sod was broken and ,ihe~<4ca\a 
I Crinncil Can be proi^jniKiii:_-^^c'dHm June 28, 192Q:4FattTcfl^kndrcw§Tri 
^jpj^ciatceL-Spi^l-^abe h X) S B , ajuember^fSt lohnJ^Abbev. a 1 
TAClJinCh-whose /m_embir^ jmt^jvilh ■ a wealth of building CNp^icncc. arrivcc 
about S1 fh0O0“~iff/rastTrbut did this time to s'uperintend the wd&ClJy the em 
.iiid'the hanln^liHlK^iateua’.'—)nty"the excavation workAvas“prScfic;fl1E~com| 
-.site;-:ThrT'lat4er7work'certainlv ed and on August 15. 1920. Fatlier .\nr 
' S12,00p_ —QiL_^arch—.-J92n, ■ poured the 'first shovel of cement 'for tlie, t 


>p6kc to the nKinl)crs of tin. i^icnt^ While'doing thisThu-recited 4]ic follow 












Sancti Joicplii, Sanctorum Apostoloruni Petri ct 
P.iuli atque ' Beatissimi Patris Nostrl Bcncdicti 
tu|iV crucem sub fundamento dcposui, ,priniam 
palam cementi superimposui. Mucnstcr. Sa'sk- 
Canat\i, August 13, 1920, hora '10 25 aaii. P, A” 
'riansl.ued this means: .“In the name of tlie most 
Uoh Trmity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, o£tlic_ 
iilost Bles'^qd \hrgm Mars'. J.t„Joscph-llu.' Iioii 
Xp^stlcs^Pcter- and-Paul'ancrthe most Hols ratlici^ 
“Benediet, whose cross (mcdalj I have laid liencatlu.^ 
the foundation, I have poured! the first sh(ni.l 
full of ecnicnt upon it, Miienstei Sash Canada. 
\tigust 13, 1920 at Ip 25 a. in,\P \iidreM ' 
Thmrontrael^ for the cr cetlon-of—thc-xollege_ 
uas given to Bonas Brothers and on October 11, 
the concrete walls of the’basement were comp- 
'Icted. -SO that some mason ,«ork then could be 
beaun Six carloads of Manitoba limestone had 


in2l mid a cross of St. Benedict. In the stone 
were placed -a document and a copy of the St 
Peter's'' Bote. Tlic Abbot addressed the people 
f oiij an elevated, platform,' telling themthaMic_ 
had o.ffcrcd Mass in^Jhars]csgiving"T(rlSnnghtv 
God fill alL-the-ffaccsHc had conferred 'iipo-n 
^-thcnr'cTuiing the past eighteen.years. It was due 
to the sacrifices of the good people o£-tho-Cohu«— 
that St' Peter's .\bbcy w-as cnablccUto-i under¬ 
take such an important, work.-He tfumkcd-thein- 
tliev«hrid d one, especially'the parishioners 
of Mnenster '’rhiTTar7’~liO~saKl,JVill^^ 
in the history of St Peter’s Cnlonv as a day~ot_ 
s oeeial sigiiificajicc " Thirty deleg ates from four- 
tcTn parishes arraiigc'd an dlabonitc—[jirtfraTTr 
uhich was‘carried Out uithont a hitch umlcf the 
ch.nrm.inship of \V F. Hargartcn 
Lochr; Edward Bruning was. sedfetary and'Tatjicr 


auxived and were hauled by the people of Muens- 
ter to the building site. In appreciation for the 
’ work they did gratis, a picnic was arranged -for 
them on September 5. Father Andrew went to 
Minnesota, that fjll, but returned on April 2". 
1121, to contmuo ^tponising the work until it was, 
Completed. He returned to Minnesota on Nin- 
ember 17, 1921. 

,, Work on the - building was resumed oh May 
•1 1921, at first with only 12 men, but as the 
tempo increased 3 5 to jlO^cie^cjagagod-MTrTn^i” 
the third—storcy=was begun. A memorable day 
w IS tbe laving of the cornerstone on June 29 
>121. the patronal feast of the Colony, Abbes 
•iiicl College. In tbe presence of about 5000- peo¬ 
ple,'.•\bbot Michael celebrated a pontifical High 
Mass, on a small hill to the southwest, of the 
budding, at which Father Prior Peter assisted as 
Presbyter, Fathers i.awrcnco and Fridolin as 
dc icons of bonor. Fathers -Jo,seph _M'ickcl and 
'Matthias as deacon and subdeacon of the mass, 
and bathers Matftew and Theodore as^,masters of 
corenionr. Fnfhcr~Casimir directed-the'Mucnstcr 
Choir, recently,organized by .Philip Muench. and 

Mi.ss Rosa Nenzel played the organ. After the 
pontifical" Mass all matched to the northwest 
corner of the College, .while the bands from 
\niiaheim. Lake Lenore, PilgCr and St. Benedict, 
under the direction of Father BemaVd-.played 
111 mils’ Father Abbot blessed the ^^cornerstone, 
upon which Charles Bonas had chiylcd the year 


Casimir trcas’urcr. Proecedt oF the picnic which 
were for the interior furnishing of the Collcgc*- 
iiettcd- ificr $3000.00. ,,§pecches. extolling the 
iiccc.ssity of an institr^^mf. higher education 
with genuine. rcligiorf^El^ance, were delivered 
by lleim’ M Therr^pqX A.. ..Ernest Gardne r . 
Father J. C., Sinnctt^ the Irish Colony an^ 
Father Tlico. Sphweers, Saik 

Abbot Michad^.oker'itrTJnglish, repeating m 
j^ubstanee-whaThe had said that morning in Ger¬ 
man The Theatrical Society of Bruno contributed 
a number of plays that evening to a highly ap^ 
prcciative audience. Dana]'CJarrael, Hum¬ 
boldt, St. Gregor and MiSe^ttcr declared a half 
hobdav. Lake Lenore ^ full holidav, so that the 
people were able 'to atter(cl-the function.’ 

The College was rcaci flir ncctipnncy in No- 
icnibcr 1921 Tlie transfer of the community from^ 
the abbey building north of Mucnstcr to the new 
building 'south of town took place on November 
10, 1921 At night, when all the’electric lights were 
turned on, the new College made an impressne 
picture Steam heating was furnished for the first 
.tune on Nos ember Hth.nnd the first meal prepared 
W the Sisters of St. Elizabeth in the new build¬ 
ing was served on November 16 The school opened 
without delay, 39 students enrolling the first year 
Father Fridolin-'was appointed Prior on October 
25. shortly before tlie community was transferred, 
but was relieved of the burden a year-later, No- 
\cmbcr, 1922, and was succeeded by Fathet Casi- 











cnzil. all parishes in St. Jos( 
)ccsc of Prince Albert. Before 
d at IIowcl (now Prod’hon 
: people of St. Joseph’s Cc 
pleased to welcome a prelate 
he German language. At that 
airc.uh visited practically al 
'ctcr’s Colony. Besides this re 
ic preached missions and rcl 
nv and in the United State; 
il travels, the. Abbey piirchasv 
1920. a Dodge, from Kelly P 


: population of St. Peter’s C 
nvimatcly 9000 by June 19; 
isiis t.ikcn by the aiithorit 
iiice Albert. "To take care of 
new chiirehcs had to be ci 
iircli .It M'illniont was hies 
'll June 2d. 1920, the new i 
1st 1. and the new church a 
liber 29. 

Coloiiv contribiitcd SsSO i 
:ion.of St Peter’s College, 
c director of the drive con 
of Coliimbiis. visited that < 
contributed SI000 for the 
1 Chair at the College. Abb 
d at the generositv of the 
r's Colony which he vvitne 
he had been their spiritual 
repaying what they must ha 












:ti respectable sums and supplies such as meat 
ur. vegetables. Many a dollar was coutribiiled 
' the missions in China. India Mriia ,md other 
ssionan.- countries. Cod witnessed thsw s.irn.l 
s of charitv; and tlnV i's'nndnnbtcdlvhme of thc“ 
isons why He has blessed St. Peter's Colnm .nid 
inhabitants so plcntifiillv I'n'tlic past 
Here must be recorded an event which e.ist .1 
II of sadness over the whole diocese of Piiinc 
hert — the death of Bishop Pascal l or inam 
ars he suffered intermittant sercre abdoinm.il 
ins, but considered them of little eoiisi oik’ wc 
rwever, when the pains increased in I'll", he 
■lit to the Mavn Clinic. Rochester. Minncsot.i 
r evamination. Tire Doctors suspected cancer, 
d considering the age of the venerable prelate. 
:1 not tbinls it advisable to operate. Tlicrciipon 
e bishop consulted a physician in Montreal who 
Id out the hope that by proper care his life could 


then return to U.inacla. Ltotl had di 
woe. New .I'tl.'icks of his long-st.indi 
s.iiltd him .ind on \|)ril 27. 1920. hi 
■ Meraiiiciits of the (King. Imoiii his sii 
t iled I touching letter tO'St.'Peter's 
iiig greetings to \hbot Michael, tli 
IteiKchct the \'ciier.il)le Ursiilines .11 
Ilf Si I'h/.ihelh 'I'he letter contained 
words- “When this letter arrises 1 

ihe 'I'licii the good people of St. T 
w ill prav for me as thev has’C done bcl 
coven-.” TIic .sad news of the until 
\bbot Brnno had been a scscrc shoe 
bishop and ssn'thont doubt had haste 
He lingered for a little more than tw 
died on Inlv H. 1920. On Septem 
Michael celebrated a pontifical Higl 
C.ithcdral of Prince Albert for the 








GOLDEN YEARS 


Hislidp I’asc.il's love for the Bcni^ictinc l-.i- 
s ,md for St. Peters Colomywa^tuity-'^iiicere 
most not forget to mention the gie.it f.nin'' 
e like .1 l>ec|nest or last testament — which he 
ferred upon them. \ few months before Ins 
:h he requested the Ilolv’See that St Petci's 
lev he elcx.ited to the chgmts of .in Vhhe\ 
Ims. and that the territors- in charge of the 
ledictme fathers be directh siil)|ect to the Ilolv 
as IS a leal diocese. Tliis request was gracions- 
;rantcd by the Ilolv Father inuler cl.ite of M.n 
1921. 7'he document, called an .\postolic Con- 
ition. s.ns, ''Rishop .\lbcrt Pascal, haring the 
sperity of this colony at heart, and thinking it 
y espedient for the preserration of the eolonr 
iiavc it rcm.ain absolutely and foierei iindei the 
iction. and care of the Benedictine monks, 
iiblv and iirgcntlv prared Us before he died 
t the .\bbev of St. Peter-at Muenster. with t'n 
ishes dependent on it, be erected .is an .Maher 
illins Dioccscns’*bearing the same name of St 
cr. In consideration of these |)rayers and of the 
gions grorr’th of the aforcsairl prion', after t.ik- 
counsel rr-ith o.Mr_^clnvcd sons the Cardinah 
the Holr Roman'^hiirch, who are at the head 


of the Sacred Consistorial Congregation, and siif 
plying, in as far as necessary the consent of thus 
who arc really or presumably concerned, with th 
-^plenitude of Apostolic Power, We dismember .in 
serer the aforesaid territory known as St. Peter 
Colony, from the diocese of Prince Albert an 
S.iskatoon, to which it hitherto Ijelonged, and erec 
>nd establish it as an Abbey Nullius, to be know 
.1' St. Peter’s at Muenster. under the rule and jiiri 
diction of the existing abbot of that Abbey, mal 
iiigif immediately sub|cct to the Apostolic See. S 
Peter's Church of that .-kbbey, We establish as tl 
ibb.itial eluirch of the newly erc.atcd Abbey Ni: 
Ims. which shall retain the same invocation ai: 
title: \Vc likewise erect and establish therein the a 
batial sec and dignity' after the manner of ep 
topal dignity for one abbot to be designated 1 
the title of his Abbey, who'shall rule over tl 
' nrth. the ablxiy, and the territory defini 

Pope Benedict XA'’ delegated His Exccllen 
* Peter di Maria, the Apostolic Delegate to Canac 
to preside at the canonical erection of the Abb 
Nullius, but granted also the povs'cr to subdcicga 
this authority to another person vested with i 
clesiastical dignity. Tire .Apostolic Delegate si; 
















FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


^\'hcu lu' iLluniL'tl Ut Nhicnstci uu M.u Uc \v.^^ 
:ic('()in|), mu'll 1)\ ilnotlicr cicnc of St, Jolm's \hlio, 


p,Irish. St Leo. Mmn. On thu s.iiiic d.iv l\itlu'r 
.\iucliiis IS.IS iiril.lined. Hislinp Hiiscli .ilso nrd,lined 

from St, Pi tel s Colons. I'.ithci I'lieodnie ITiSsp. 
ker. () S^B lie celelsr.ited Ins first Solemn Ilieli 
M.iss 111 '.nn.ilienn. junc 17. IQZs. and \bbnt Mi¬ 
di.lel delisered the festise sermon. 

On |iils j 1921. the follnssni" fise soiiiii; 
men .uriscd .it Mucnstcri F.nsin Knebne. Bernird 
ll.ible. Berii.ird I.ohiner. I.eon.iid Binninr;. .ind 
Joseph Beelilold. hbeeptini; llie'I.iller. Ilits li.id 
bimlied then cl-.issis.d course ,it St lobn's I'ni- ' 


II Ih, V 


aothi I 


St Bede's ,\bbcv. Pern. Illinois 'nies' enlered the 
nositiate on July II. the fc.ist of the Soleinnilv of 
St Benediet. .ind sserc given the following n.inics 


I Knell 


. 'Be. 


led 


he nositiate later in the yc.ir, ni.ide Ins pro¬ 
fession neceinber 10. 1922. and l.itcr decided be 
li.ul no soeitinn to tbc pjic.stbood. Sever,il sears 
.Igo he ss.is aceidentallv killed ss-Iiilc sasving off a 
Irei 111 his sard. Frater nonascntiirc su.s adniilled 
to pinfcssioii on July 26. 1922, but deciding God 
did not intend him for the pncstliood left for a 
Iniir ,111(1 returned in |92S a.s a candidate for the 
Bio!herhir»*jl. For mans' ve.irs Brother Bonaventure 
II I' 1”'■ n III ihiige of the lefeetories and i.s night 
^\’lIli.lln Krnnipelni.inn, was reccis'cd 


. tin- f 


1 1919. iis Fr. Cosinas. and M.is-<^eeeni 


S| 


ird.niud nieeniber 23. 1923 , by Bishop Priid'- 
loiiiine 111 SI P.iiil's Clnireh ,it S.iskatoon. He had 
II' fust Solemn Mass in the Cathedral at Mnens- 
• I mil ns 13. 102-1. l ather Wilfrid .IIcrgott. 
'S.IV. I Min of the p.irisb of Bruno ssas ordained 
I"2-1 Ik V IS the second priest from 
i'olons 1 ilhlr Wilfrid .ind Father 


'I heodoie made most of their studies at St. jolin ' 
.\bbev. Fathers Paul, John, Fraircis and' Leou.iul 
sscie ordained In .krclibisho]?^ Dowling of St. P.inl,. 
Mmn.. .It St, Bernard's Clnireh in that Cits oil 
.kilgnst 2. 1925. Abbot Michael preached the im- 
lise sermon ,it the first Solemn Ilighmass of e.uli 
ot llieiii. celebrated in their respective honie parish 
es F.ither Stephan Mohorko came to Mnenshr 
from St. P.inl, Mii,jn., on Scptcinlxrr 3, 1921. 

enlered the noviti?^je jin September 20. and ss.is 
oid.iined Mas- 29.'''1'926.' 

The first priest to ^ebratc his silver jubilee in 
St Peter's Colons' ss.is |''ather lldephonse Molilm 
O S.B.. svho enjoyed tnis distinction on Octohi i 
10, 1905, at Fnlda. FatVer Dominic observed his 
silser inbilcc at HumbolVt. August 8, 1922, ami 
Ins golden jubilee also at llnmboldt June^9, 19'F' 
F.ither Matthias celebrat^ his at Marysburg, M.is 
25. 192-1, Father Frido/ri at Lcofeld,' Junc 11 
J92S, Father Rudolph ft Lake Lcnorc, Junc 2'' 
I'tM I .ilher'Leo .'it Mflenster. May, 17. 1931, 1 
tliei Bernard at Bruno, May 25, 1931, Father Casi- 
nnr at Cndsvrjrth Junc 10. 1931. Father Joseph 
sSiltcii.nicr. a class-iRatc of Abbot Michael at the 
Intern.ition.sl Benedictine College in Rome and -i 
inemljer.of St. Benedict's .\bbes', .'\tchison. Kans.is. 
ssiio bad joined St. Peter’s Abbey in 1922, could 
celebrate his golden jubilee at the Abbes- on June 
'1939. F.ither Benediet obscn'cd Ins silser pi 
cc in St. Augustine’s Clnireh at Humboldt. Julv 
-1, 1926, and his golden jubilee on July 2, 1951 in 
St. Fli/.ibeth's Hospit.il. Father Prior Peter had the 
|os' to celebrate his silver jubilee in his home parish 
in Gennany on August 15,'1928. Father Chrysos¬ 
tom obscrs'cd In’s on July I. 1928 in a serv simple 
function, only a .solemn Ilighmass, and his example 
SS.IS folloss'cd by Father Matthesv on March 1~. 
19-16. Father MarcelfurVclcbratcd his silver jubilee 
while pattor of Muen^r and St. Gregor in the 
summer Gosmas held his 25th an- 

thc Cathedral Church .at Muenster, 
Iceeinber 9. 19-fS, and Father Tlieodore had his 
in his parish at Watson on Junc 3 of the same year. 
F.ither Wilfrid had hi.s annis'crsary in In’s home 
p.irish of Bruno in tbc summer of 19-19. singii 
lar privilege ss'as in store for Father Lasvrcnce sslm 
died June 30, 1950 at the age of 92 years. Ih 
eelebrated his golden jubilee at Fulda and Wil- 
niont. October 6 and Oejober 13. 1935, and his 
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blessed by the Abbot on J.inu,ii\ 1, I'CI 
basement church at Annaheini, rcpI.Km^ 
le building destroyed by fire, on Seplenihei 
October 11, 1924 he blessed the new Iiiiiim.' 
Jrsulinc Nuns teaching in the \\ .iImjii 
:■ School and also said the first M.iss ip 
ipel. On Npvcmbcr 20 hc,blc.ssed the p.irisli 
I 1‘nlda. and'on December H the lein- 
lospit'.il at Cudworth. 

May 10, 1925 a new mission was opened 
cr Chrysostom in the young town of Nai- 
id steps were taken to build a church hor 
: being, Mass was celcbtatcJ’hr flicnNiu 
:c a month. In .January 1926 si.s acre.sWfT 
:rc purchased at-the north west corner of 
n and it was estimated that about SI0.000 
)c required to build a church and a p.irish 
\ building coihmittcc was appointed and 
ember 1926 the eluirch ,was pr.ielie.ilh 

December 6, 1922. aftcriU High '-NIass in 
f the Holy Ghost, celebrated hy^ hatlier 
the Cathedral Church.! delegntcs’froin*.ill 
St. rcter’s Colon; gathered jn the hall at 
,r and h eld ^tlic MiysKgnnvention of the 

s.'.s heartiiv endorsed b\ Vbbot Micti.uJ 
ihtlt addressed the-assemblyWin the rielils 
oli^jitlBts; and the diiK^. of giving their 
a tlSroii^i Christian ednc.ition. Thy eon 
adopted ai constitution, did Wnch to clan- 
fand 6f Catholics in the schoo^^iestirtii. ^ 
to the organization of the Catholic School ■ 
' Association of the |irovince ' .. 

Mav 1925 j\bbot N^ael preached a 
y retreat, to the young ladies. Stic Children 
', in Sf. Augustine’s Church. Humboldt. 
Octohe# he preached at the Forty Honrs 
1 at Freeport. Minnesot.a. On hi.s rctnril 
idcd the Bishop’s Conference in Regnu.-^' 
li Archjaishop 'Ma tl ucu of, Regina.' Arch- 
Bclivcau of St. Bcffiliicc. Archbishop Sin- 
WStinipcg, Bishop l^rd’homine, of Prince ^ 
nd Bishop Charlebois of Le Pas nere'pw- . 
n -New Year’s Dav, 1926.' Abbot Michael . 


Ill ion. On the feast of PenI 
Michael preached at St. Be 
le s.icrament of''Confirinatic 
t. Ilfcncdict’s, Palish tand St. 
,is the last public official fui 


flii'M.n 2b the .MrbofVisjtntors of the / 
caii/cassincsc Congregation of Benedictines 
1^ F.rnest Hehnstetter. Abbot of'St.-Mary 
.l4\. Newark. N. [.. aud Rt. Rev. Charles" 
'.Mibot of St. Leo's .Mibcy’. St. Leo. Florida, a 
and condneted-the triennial visitation of St. I 
.\bbcv. Tliev 1»ft on June 3. with Aflrot M 
who ])rcaclicd at the first .solcnuijligh Mass 
tlicr Stephen Mnhorko. in the cluirlh of St. F 
de .Sales in St..Pniilj^^J aimc sota. A little lal 
eondiieted the annual retreat of the die 
tlcrgs of St-Cloud, and of the Bcnedictin 


For inanv venrs .Abbot Michael had foi 
iiecessarv to consult physicians. ‘Aftafc rest am 
in’ Chie'.ieo he w.is suffioientlv recovered to a 
panv the Rt Rev. Fidclis von Stotzingen, th 
hot Primate'of the Benedictine Order, tin 
North .\iTierica to visit all the Benedictine h 
to Miienstcr. where they arrived on.August 7. 
'.•\ letter from the Holy See awaited .Abbot Mi 
It contained the. astonishing news: “Yonr re 
tjjn as Abbot Ordinary of the Abbey Null 
St. Peter at Muenster, .Sask-:,’" Canada, has 
accepted.” One can .imagine the surprise . 
c'nnnnimitv and the territory at this messar 












IIEVEMENTS OF ST. PETER'S COLLEGE 


; preceding pages have slrown liuv 

strove to give St. Peter’s -Colony a 
:itiition of higlicr learning, and how 
.’ded.'It would be wroirg to eonelude 
was done to edueate young inenvn 
them for the priesthood before 
i time. Though eonditions in the 
c most primitive the Bcncdietine I'at 
of many oecupatians and diffienlties 
sight of the need for cdueation. F: 
frey taught the ehildren of the Mue 
1 that part of the log chureh whicli c 
ioned off, and was not used for divine 
■eek days. Skilful as a earpenter, he 
e benches for the children. Father C 
aught for a time at Bruno and I’; 
at Hrrmboldt. b’athcr Peter well rer 
class room in the annes on tire cast 
ter^No. 2, where he taught moral th 
dicfsr Rudolph, Leo. Casimir and Ben 
imc "Sme that Father Johir was ham 
on the north,side of the same buili 
rung then were still preparing for 
d. WHicnever supplies on hand dccl 
■aside their books, harnessed horst 
igons and set out on the long tn 
to bring food. lum\>er and;other n 
iking a trip which usually lasted ah( 

rer Nfatthias taught Latin to Brr 
Steiger who felt called to the ])ricstli 
after the expiration of his trieni.il \ 
\dotph left the Colony because he tho 









until June 50. 1951. 
nrs of the' College were \'cry cliffi^J? 
Micli.iel nnd liis staff liaci to face 
One of tlic.se was to meet the re-. 
Junior College affiliated with th© 
ilcatchcwan. These were met cvent- 
ifrsc in Second Year Arts was open- 
hers Cosnias. Paul. Wilfrid and 
1 universities, the former two the 
finnesota. and the latter tvso the 
f Sa.skatchewan. qualifying to teach 
ts. For a mimher of years Father 
tied the Catholic University in 
C.. returning in 1931 with a Ph.D. 
tion, and thereupon was appoint- 
? College. After four vears he 
■ I'athcr Xavier, who has retained 
:tcr thc^ death of Father Subprior 
r. Septeuiher 19-(ti. Father X.u ler 
irior of the Abbey, fn August 1932 
icquircd a degree in French at the 
asal. Quebec, and. Father Philip 
s at the International Bcncdictine- 
iic. F'athcr Leo llinz, O.S.B... or- ' 
1950, was sent that year to the 
tawa to study Canon Law. 

1 tells us that religion is of the 
ue, St. Peter’s College from the 
: religion, beside the other courses 
11. TIic students attend daily hfass. 
lily communicants. Since 1941. cv 
vears he spent in the Sanatorium, 
e has been their chaplain. Before 
on was held by Father Wilfrid, 
-’verin iisiiallv conducts a series of 


sAl^ich^i/l^ Literary and Dramatic Society w'as 
fiyndrtiifflic first year the College was in existence, 
-ffucF-has^ccn active ever since. Its members ar- 
laiigcd for a debate on May 29, 1922 to discuss 
the pros and cons of the tjiriff question. Albert 
Neu/cl (now Father Augustine) and Henry Wil- 
licl;,.MarccIin. Sask., uphelfl the affirmative, while 
.'Moysius Ilcrriges (now FathSr Aloysius) and Ernest 
, Miller, Cudworth, spoke for the negative. Tire 
judges were Hy. M. Therres, M.L.A., f.' W. Mac¬ 
Donald, Barrister at Bruno, Adrien Doiron, Bar¬ 
rister .It N'onda, and Jos. Burton of Humboldt. So 
well did both sides argue the question that 'the 
price, SIO in gold donated by the 'Volksvercin, ivas 
ecpially divided between the .contestants. 

On May 21, 1922. the students staged their 
first of many plays. Students partaking were' 'Ber- 
'nai'd Frio. Aloysius Ilcrriges, Alphonse kYcber, 
'Lambert I.cmmerich, Benedict Hargarten. IlLuiry- 
Willick. John .Seifermann and John Mundweil. 

During the early years much assistance was 
gii’cn by Father Ignatius who tangly Music, Ger¬ 
man, and Religion, and by Father Daniel O’SiiIli- 
yan. English, Church Historjv and Exegesis. Father 
O'Sullivan joined the Archdiocese of Winnipeg in 
1925. It can be easily understood that at this time 
it was necessary for the Fratres Clerics, studying for 
the priesthood, to assist in teaching some subjects. 

During the relatively short period of its exist¬ 
ence, the College ha^ hdped to prepare a long list 
of \oung men for tiier/'lfterMe,''somc as exemplary 
lavman, others as’'allyj exemplary workers 
•imong the, diopesan attdifcgular clergy.'Today the 
school founded by Alibot'^'Mi'chael reccRcs many 
more applicati&rutlian it can accom'odatcr about 
100 being enrolled anriually. 

' A notable distinction was' won by student 
of-St. Peter’s College on May 9, 1927, when^ Julius 
Pos-/.ar of Young. Sask., aged 16, a studenWin 
Grade XI, was declared the winner of the Saskat- 





’Benedictine ‘Brotlxerc 


Six i'nr.i; lit tlic religions state. St. Hein.iid 
s,i',., ' In It .1 inan lues more purely, falls less fie-' 
tineiitlv, rises mote speedily, acts more circnin- 
speetly, receives riclict measures of graces, dies 
more liopefnily. is purified more ciuickly and re¬ 
warded more abnndantlv." If the Catholie men 
would reflect upon these words more serioiisK the 
I.oid would snrelv mnltiplv,the vocations to the 
religions'stite 

Wlieirtlie.Bcnedi'ctincs moved into Saskatche¬ 
wan there weie onlv two Brothers to atconipain 
them Hinlhei' \dolpli Steiger, who .1 \e.ir later leff 
‘ Canad.i as has been chronicled, and Brn. Bruno 
rmlis. ,1 inn ice who left during the course of his 
noMlialc Movsins C.lcjssncr, a candid,ite for the 
Brotherlinod accoDviranicd the group in Mav 1903 
lie had been a Benedictine lay Brother at St. Vin¬ 
cent \rch.ibbey in Pennsylvania, but later had left 
the Order. He was rc-invested bv Prior .-Mfrcd on ' 
M IV M,- 190-t. rcceiscd into the noMitiiitc and ad¬ 
mitted to profession a \e,i-r later on the same d.ite. 

\t that tnnC he was -l-S scars old. 

Brothers arc necessary for the well-being of a 

left undone if it weic not for the hcl]) given bv 
tin 111 Tliev sh.nc in all spiritual favors granted to 
: .1 icbgimis coinihnnitv Tliey scn-c at IIolv Mass 
■ o, .issist at it. act ns sacristans, make their dailv 
. i: dll itioii. spiritnla' reading, evamin.il’ion of con ' 
silence, prav the rosan-"at' the ■'same time that 
priests of the comnninity recite the Divine Office, 
see to the cleanliness of the honser'work in the 
printing establishment, in the powerhouse, kitchen, 
lanpdrv;. bakery, ^irpcntcr shop, in the garden. 

O', li.ird, apia^'. onltlic /arm. or wherever dntv 
_ylls them. 1 \ 

Brotljier .\drilplij/was a skilful' cook and prt>- 
VI,hd in./nv histv^mcWs for. tlirr'small cninninnity. 

i -h^ofttjn thcj mdst necessary ingredients were 
•' ' nrg Oncc^howcvclr. he tried to bake some buns 
ibr nil- fIirT-vvgi,e ( died in those davsf near tlu, 
log cabin inop.istejv;. in a pan over an op^eh fire. 
Hr,, u-sciitbled balls.^of lead more than imvthing 
edible nid thy,-good- brother pitched ■ them in¬ 


to the Wolverine Creek. On another occasion he 
discoveied that a number of loaves of bread dis- 
■ippearcd during-' the night from the cellar, a hole 
beneath monastery No. 2. Hepnvestigated carefully 
,md found that the thieves were two skunks. He 
sumnioned I''athcr Rudolph, the niinrod of the 
small coiiimunity, who quickly exterminated the 
ni.iraiidcrs, with results easily imagined. No iinagin- 
natioii was needed by the monks living m the 
house at the time! Another incident worth 
recording occurred during the suniuier of 1903 
when an Indian walked into the tinv kitchen 
without knocking. Brother Adolf was frightened 
but offered the unbidden guest a cup of milk. 
This drink must have been delicious, since the 
cow, the only one owned by' the monks at tli^t 
tim'c, had recently consinnined the liolv'wlctfr 
111 the stand at the entrance of the tent chapel, 
and the flowers from the altar. I.ater. the Iii- 
di.in paid another visit, squatted on the kitchen 
floor, and placed a large, unsightly knife at his 
foet. Again the Brother offered vvh.at hospitalitv 
was available, invoking his guardian angel for pro¬ 
tection. Nothing untoward happened and later the 
Brother was told bv one who knew', Indian ways 
that the visitor merely wished to show that he was 
friendly! TIic holy water font mentioned above 
was a hollo.vved limestone resembling a huge and, 
heavy wash basin which Father Peter found on the 
bank of the Wolverine Creek and carried to the 
chapel tent. Father John made a stand for it out 
of poplar poles. For many years the stone holy 
water font has been in the museum. 

Supplying the community with .a good cook 
ill the Canadian wilderness was a perplexing prob¬ 
lem for many years though all was well enough as 
tong as Brother Adolph w.as in the monastery. Later 
Brother Aloysius took-^over his position. He had 
some knowledge of cooking, but w,is bv no means 
pioficieiit. and all the members had ravening 
appetites. For a .short time two Sisters of Pro¬ 
vidence from Howell (now Prud’hommel were in 
ch.irec of the kitchen, and later Mrs. Gerard 
Kuemper. She was followed bv’ Mr. and Mrs. Plc- 
mc! of St. Gregor, then Mr, and Mrs. P. Klot? of 












GOLDEN YEARS 




rodiii of Bishop I’.isc.il ulicnescr th.it picI.itL- visifctl 
the iiioiiiislcry, for tlieii he sr.is .ihle to ni.ike use 
of his knowledge of French He loved to speuk 
rivnch. though his knowledge of English was 
pirfed ,md he roiild also make himself iiiKki- 
s|o;h| 111 German Everybody loved the poweifulh 


1 itii.ih 




and d.nk Loiuple\ion. The children especially were 
diawn to him, and often rang the bell just to sec 
his kindly faee^ fie was regular a.s a clock faithfiilh 
imgnig tile j^^^wers moiniiig to rouse the monks. 

1 .1 fisc St.iis of his life he was ,i patient .it St. 
I Ij/.ihelh s Ihispital Ihmiboldt. where he edified 
.ill hs I'ls p.'lieiicc and resignation ,nnid gieat 
> ,'shf'fering lie died Jnmiarv 25. 1920. aged 71. 
‘.-'h.itluT Piioi celebralod the solemn Recpiiein High 
;‘.M.Jss with Fathers f.co and [osepli Wickel as 

. ler's Parish cemetery, but his rcm.iins .\sere later 
reinleifed in the Abbey ccineteiT. Brother Rha- 
h.Lii ss.is the first Brother of St. Peter’s .kbbev to 
lie i.illed to Ins reward. , 


Tlic _nc\t member of the firotherKond to be 
t.illed w.is Brotlier Fdnuind Lcndwnv. who died 
on April I"’. 1957 Brother Fdinuncl was born in 
-Ihingary. was iinested bv Prior Fridolin Jnhyll. 
l'>22. .and iiiade his profession on Jiih- 12. 1925. 
lie was very iiscftil bn the Abbev farm, taking 
care of the chickens, milking cows, butchering, l.ikcr 
assisting in the printing office and binding books. 
He 'contracted tuberculosis and spent two vears 
in the Saskatoon sanatorium, shortly before his 
ileath he nndenvent an operation in St. Paul's 
Hospital. H'c died April 17. 1957. in the -t2nd vear 
of his life. 


The third Brother whom St. Peter’s lost in 
ik'.ilh wMs Brother Aloysins. Some incidents of his 
life have already been recorded. He was bom in 
Bn.nil and |omcd the small comnnmitv of Cana¬ 
dian Benedictines on the invitation of Fratcr Peter. 


Repeatedly he acted as cook, porter, gardner and as 
caretaker of the cells of the Fathers, until old 
.ige and infirmity confinerfhim to his room and 
lied. He died at the ripe old age ot 82 on Novem¬ 
ber 5, 1939. 

.At pre.scnt there arc H Brothers at St. Peter's 
.Abbey. They are Brothers Justus Trcttcl, professed 
Jami.iry 1. 1909, Anthony, Wisniewski, January 21, 
1923, Joseph Perry. July 16, 1925, Alexius Krip- 
peler.' Nosemher H. 1928, Bonaventure Montvy- 
d.is, .M.irch 12, 1929, Dominic Distcl, July 8, 19^, 
C.iegory Brodner, June 30, 1932, John Brodner, 
Jnlv 5, 1933, Conrad Abs. August 3, 1940, Oswald 
King l.iim.rn 297 1941 Bruno Roncesni, June 2. 
19-H. Bernard Uangc,, March 21, 1949, Michael 
Deck. June 16, 1951, and .Alovsins Lange June 16, 
1951, 

Brother Justus formerly belonged to St. John's 
.Abbey, blit joined St. Peter’s Abbey .April 21, 1924. 
lie has .1 wide range of t.ilents and is experienced 
as c.irpcntcr, blacksipith, mechanic, builder, fanner, 
etc. He is the senior of the Brothers, not in age, 
but in the years he has been 'a religious. Brothers 
.Anthony and Bonaventure arc night watchmen, 
the kilter being also in charge of the commiinifv .md 
student rcfectoric.s, while the former is a janitor oh 
llie stndeiils' floors. Brother Joseph performs janitor 
work on the .Alibcv floors. Brother .Alexius, though 
75 '.cMis of ,ige. is stilPa'Iiighlv successful gardcnci. 
Brothers Dominic, Conrad and Michael arc 
engaged in the Print Shop. Brother Gregory is the 
engineer, supplying light and heat to the building. 
Biothcr John assists him in this, ancj irj his spare 
time cares for the niir.scry and orclt.iVd and the, 
grounds .surrounding the building. Brother Btiino 
is 111 cli.irge of the.Iicrd of 'A'orkshirc hogs. Brother 
Oswald works in the “carpenter shop and is in 
charge of the apiary'. Brother Bernard is quite an 
expert wa'th the fami tractors and his example is 
followed in summer by his brother Aloysins, who 
is kept busy as janitor on the student’s floors 
during.the school vear. ' 






\bbcy Nullius were m grief when 
lot Michael’s resignation reachi 
irocceded normally during the tiiii 
bronc was vacant. Father CytiJ 
,, Indiana, preaclied Mi.ssions at 
ill. Carmel. St. Scholastica, d 
Id alid St. Gregor, beginning on 
nd'ending with a retreat for^the 
and the Sisters at Humboldt. A 
Cvril'was a member of the Congo 
cioils Blood. Prior Peter, substil 
lint, received the vow;,? of Fratres 
.Augustine Nenzcl,' Alphonse Lui 
email. Severin Cassezza and Anti 
File last hvo named left after tl 
their (VOWS, while Fr. Michael 7cii 
:o St. .Andrew’s Abbey, Clcvclai 
is religious name was changed to 
rciiinny took place in St. Peter’' 


cr. Prior Peter represented the .Abl 
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p.isloi I Illui I'pj-lniui; (111 Ihe feist Ilf -Si. Xoilii'il, 

to prepare fur tlie piicstliiiocl there. .Mroiit the same’ 
time hatlier' Cnsinas .iml W'ilfiiel were sent to tlie 
t'nirersitv nf Mmnevota to pursue Iiielier stmlies 

SILVER JUBILEE OF COLONY 


It w.i' ti. iiiiniis .inci eN.Ktiii" w-oil that .\h 
hot Sereiin w.is c.illeci upon to perforin (lurin'; tile 
fust \e.ii Ik was In.id of St helei's Ahher .N'niliiis 
ilh |o( ami "l.nhnss Ahhot Se'eriir .iml the en- 



isl pait. to tlio \’olhs\ereiii. I'.ilhei .Sneiist 
it the 'ei,el,|i\ of the iiiniiiL'i.ilion (le|).irl 
of the X’oiein. .iiiiionnced th.it dnriin; the 
nil V( us iiinie than I 2.000 Cerin.lil C.ilhoh; 
lints weie aided and pi.iced aiiioin; Catholic 
ndines. while Mr. F. Tl.ir[;nrt(ii of Rrniio. 
rs' of the teachers hiirean of tlie \'erein. stilt- 
t Ihionsh his services more than .1 hniuhed 
s "ere sn]iplie(l with Catholic teachers, Tlie 
Its of St Fitei's Colkee st.ieed “7110 Cm- 
■ lee,lev” i„ Pic- eollegc .inditoriinn in the 


eieniiig. Tlie evening of tlic first clay thev had 
ineseiited '"rile Blind Prince.” ■ 

riie third day of the.Jubilee, the feast of St 
r.tei and Paul, the patronal feast of St. Peter's 
Mihiv. St. Peter's Colony aiid St. Peter's ChuR'li. 
was very nnportaiit and ii^rprcssivc. Bishop Prnd'- 
honinic of Prince Albert^cejcbratcd the Pontific.il 
High Mii.s.s,.at which'Fafh^HuSy/rc,<ter Seifcrmanii.. 

I nls'c Hiickill,inn. j'lerrigeC .iiiil X.iviii 

Beiiiiingp were elevate^pricitJrood. Since 
the church was’not la^c\-^owg)(s,'fhc 5crvice.s were' 
(ondneted in the portico of the t'li'n’rt.h Prioi l\ic 
was .issist.iiit piiest. I'.ithers P Bieler. C.M 1 . .iml 
! iiuis. OSH. dL.i'on .iiid snhdc.ieoii. lutlnis 1 
Ch.Miv in. iiiul \ I ..icoiitc de.icons of Innior. Hislmp 
Pind'hoiiniie pie.nhed the festive sernion .ind p.’id 
glowing tiihnte to the Order of St. Beiiediet 111 
gtneial, ,ilid the work acronipli.shed he the iiicili 
hi'.s ol Ih.it order in St. Peter's Coloiiv in p.ir 
ticni.'ir. lie called this jubilee'day a day of jov and 
.1 (lav of glory. 

Present at the c'clebr.ition, besides those al¬ 
ii .idv-mentioned .ibovc and all the Fathers nf St 
Peter's .\bbev. were. X'crv Rev. Father Bernard 
. ri herheig. O.M.l., Provincial of the Ccrnian Oh- 
lutes in C.iiiael.i, Fathers M’ni, Brneck. O M.l . 
\\ illi.ini Hiabender. O.M I.. John Schwebius, O. 
M I , Peter Bieler. O.NLI., Cnnnid Maicr. O.M 1. 
Miiiwcgeii; O.Af.I.. Francis P.alni. O.Af I., W H. 
r.r.iiil. OMI. M J. 0’I..cary, F)rahoniiret/ki. ,1 
Rnihcni.iii priyQ. ,ind an iniincnsc concourse of 
jicoplc from—tf^ie entire Colnnv and from dist iiil 
points outside the district. Congratnlaton' tele- 
giaiiis wore received from His Fs'ccllcncy, the Most 
Rev .Andrew Cassiilo. Canada’s .-Apostolic Dele 
i.ite, ,1 great inniibcr of Bishops. Benedictine .\h 
1k\s and scores of others including the lion 
Charles nitnning. Canada's Minister of Railways. 

Bands from St. Benedict and Rriino. fireworks 
ill the evening and other forms of ciitcrt.iinniciit 
helped to make the jubilee celebration a nieninr- 
ablc one. .-A highlight of the festival was the speech 
hv Mr. .'A. F. Tozkc. member nf the Parliament 
for Humboldt and the parade, in which nearly all 
the parishes took part with floats and banner' 
Fulda and AAfillmont had miniature replicas of 
their churches as floats, I.cnfcld a float represent¬ 
ing the three thciilogica! virtues. Faith. Hope ;nid 
Charity, Watson a scene depicting the life of a 
missionarv of 1903 to 1904. 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament with 








.1 beautiful, large pnotograpli of liini<iclf 
privilege of bestowing the Apostolic blcss- 
hc members of the Abbey and colony. 'I'lic 
ther also granted the concession of insert- 
lamc of the Abbot Ordinary in the Canon 
V'lass. 

SEVERIN CELEBRATES SILVER JUBILEE OF 
PRIESTHOOD 

rot Severin was ordained priest on June 
, and when he had completed twenty fnc 
the sacred ministry his monhs would not 
the anniversary to pass without a fitting 
ion. He consented to their plans and chose 
. 1932, the patronal feast of the Abbey and 
)ny as the date for the jubilee. On that day 
Pnid’homme ordained Fathers Gregorv, 


liol Htmio) and /oseph Steiger of 
v.erc deacons of honor. Archbishop , 
e.m of Kcgni.i. now Cardinal .'\rchbis 
lo. pifached the Fnglish sennon and 
honimc the German sermon. 

Spiritual bouquets from the par 
MOILS were presented to' the .Abb 
while little Magdalene Hergennan pro 
lifitl sjKer wreath in the name of 
[i.irish. .\t the banquet in the Colic 
McGuigan and Bishop Prud’homr 
\bhot Sescrm responded. In the 
the orchestra presented a concert i 
auditorium Also present at the jnbil 
j.insscn, 3^031 General of the Arclr 
gina. \'cn’ Rev. Thomas Schnerch. 
\incial of the German Oblatcs. Dr. 





















^^^Yflount (^afmai 


The Blessed Mother of God, is no stranger to 
le BeiiedictineSIatlKhs and the faithful of St. Pe- 
r's Colony. . Mount Carniel named after the 
inous Mt.-.Camiyl jn Northern Samaria, where 
iC prophet Elias had his abode, had been named 
■fore the arrival of the Benedietines in Saskatche- 
.111. It IS llie Inghcst spot in the district rrsmg IbS" 
el .ihove sea level., bs feet higher th.m Ciniiii 
•itien. tliree and one half miles to the south, 
itiir.illy the pioneers were \cr\’ much interested 
' le.i’ii how this hill received its n.mie .md s,h\ 

. .luji tioss had been erected on its suiiiiiiil I'l- 
' I C'liresnstom wrote to Mr Das id N’eiiiie. 
■ii!iei Iniff.ilo hunter, lising in the iiorthwcstiiii 
' iMii of St. Peter’s Colony, in I'tll ahmit I'li. 

I N’enne's reply only stated th.it the iiioiiiit \ n 
‘ 11” ilv known by the name of "Big Butte,'’ me.iii 
• big hill.> ■ 

I'll 1021 Father Chrvso.stom w lote ..tb ' the 
M-r.ipli'ic’^l^oard of Canada, and under d.ite of 


ler’s book has a picture of the lull ’’ ., 
r William Butler in .his book. ''Tlie ^^'lld 
F.iiid” published in 187^. dc.scribcs Mt. 
as follows- "Tlic hill of the \\’nlseriue and 
cly Spathanaw Watchi have witnessed many 
of Indian daring and Indian perfidy. . . . 
Ill .1 vast waste the Spathanaw \\’atchi lifts 
d. thickets and lakes are at its base, a lonclv 
It Its top. .irouiid four hundred miles- of 
1 ,1 -,lew so vast that endless space seems for 
-1 find embodiment, and at a single gl.inee 
e is satisfied ivith imincnsitv. Tlicrc is no 
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ic.ist of Mount Canncl, but close by. 1‘ou 
years later the skull showed-above grouni 
th.it tlic grave must have been shallow 
r c.vposcd to wild animals. The eross wl 
)cen placed on top of the mount and fasliio 


piluny. He replaced it with a ni 
'•..nil the same material. 

The first Benedictine to 
.\lmiut was I'.ithcr Conrad C'.lil.'t 
the p.istor of Albany, Minn., am 
in the founding of the Colony, 
tenibcr 22, 1902. lie was acconi] 
Butala of Millcrvillc, Minn.caiu 
b.iny, Minii. Father Bruno paid 
Mt. Carmel on September 23. 1 


f Abbot Brnno. as well .r 
r scttlcis, that Mt. Cam; 
lie a place of pilgrimage, 
lany pressing problems 


whose homestead the Mount was located, 
iiiteiitioii was to purchase the mount or .is 
Bunko to donate it as a place of pilgriniagi 
Bui^ko received the delegation kindly and ohli 
iliin.itcd enough land"”for the proposed ch.ip 
sold 11 more acres, asjiarking space for the 
of the pilgrims. Later it was necessary to hi 

I acres for further parking space. 

Xow that the mount was purchased it w.i 


summer of 1922, and an altar placed with 
On September 10 Abbot Michael, surround 
.dniost all the priests of the colony and tlioi 
of the faithful, solemnly blessed the Mount, 
the men’s choir from Muenster, supported h 
Pit/el and Mr. Schaeffer, of Humboldt s.m 
Magnificat'’ and other Hymns in'honor c 
Blessed Virgin, Father Ignatius pl.iu-d a jii) 
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i III 'r im'-i ■ ll'i. lU.i ■ til’ll |if Mr Inliii Si liuin;.' 

Til. m\Hi i.iL-’liiii-r'-to oiir Tnclr of' Mt’' 
lllll.'l look. 1111,11 c nil Jlllv 1~. 1‘127, .111(1 this WJl’ 

’ I'ni :i,;i, \lilinl ScM'iin hoUl imiilifk.il '.on-' 
,n on Jlu Mnnnt. Since It Ii ul r mil il lie nil' .tin' 
I’l- V- ■ ,lllll.'l iinp.ii'.ible, .111(1 it w.ic onlv willi 
. il (Iiffieulli tli.it'tlie two .nitns wliidi coincycfl 
ilii'i Se'triu .111(1 liic .I'sisl.ml': .irriied on llie 


:) the I 


1 tllC 111 


t snn 11 


1 Tlie Miieii’.ter ilioir \ 


I Ini' 


iii.irMc V 


n It,ill,in 


It .iiincil ,it C.irind on FLlijiiarv 10. 192R. 
itniiin Mol.iro of S.islc.itonii, .in expert stone 
,111(1 .iicliiteet. constructed tlie found,ition 
d(s| il for llic statue so flint it cniild be crcct- 
[iiiie 12, 192S, just .i few weeks before St. 
Cnloiiv eelcbnitcd iN silver, jubilee. .MI. 
S of tbc Colons- coiitnbiilcd vcneroiisly Tor 
till incl .also for the constriietion of n .stone 

r the fourteen sintinns of tlic Cross wliicli 
so limit under tbc (lircetion of Mr Mol.iro 
tlie of Our I„icly of Mt. C.-irincl ssii.s solemn- 
ed on [nlv 22. 1928, St tlic Ixnrinninq of tlie 
on sell ices bv \bbnt Severin who liiid ccic- 
,1 ponlifie.il M.iss th.if iiiornine Present .it 
(IS ICC' were .ibout SOO pilvrinis One of 
isses cdcbrntccl tb.it nioniini; was in tbc 
'I 1" I illur Or iboiiiuelski He .ilso 


\t tbc eight and ninth pilgriniase on Mt 
C.nmel, )nly 21. 1929 July 20, 1930, Abbot Scscnii 
.10,1111 eoiidilded pontifical .services. The alleiKl nKc 
(111 PHb exceedccl ROOO and in 1930, 3000, I'lllier 
C'.'eoiite Scheffold, 0,5.13. of St. John’s Abbes, who 
.1 ninnbcr of years before had preached missions 
111 ahiiosl all parishes of the Colony, delneied tlic 
Miinon on both occasions. On account of tlie 
.i.i'ci ir we.itlier prevailing the proces.sioii with the 
.I'b SI,I S.iir.niicnt had to be omitted in 192'2. 
Sbj^tl sennons'were preached by Fathers M’illriil 
.111(1 rr.incis at the low Masses in 1930. \ linul 
spi.iki'r w.is used for the first time at this pilgrim- 
,iee .ind was of -great assistance to the preachers, 
r.itlier John delivered a short sermon, after the 
recitation of the Rosary in 1930, during tbc after-, 
noon services. -Vs usual the pilgrimage ended with 
tbc singing of the Tc’s'Dcum and the blessing of 
the sick. 

Spcei.il .significance was added to the tenth 
pilgrimage on Jtilv 19, 1931 when .\bbot T iin- 
birl Riirton. O.S.13., of St. Martin’s Abbev, Olyin- 
pi 1. .3\'ash.. son of the deceased John W’. Hiirtoii 
of Iliiinboldt. celebrated his silver jubilee of priest- 
IiiKid on the Mount. He was assisted by Prior PstCr 
.111(1 I .itbcrs Doniinjc.'^cfl^mir, Benedict .I'ld Kii- 
(h’lpb Twiiits file ve'irs before, .-\bbnt I niilH-rt. 
then .1 monk of St. Bcncdict’.'i'Abbcy.xAtchisiin. 
.V III'IS, had offered his first Solemn High .M.iss 
.it Maiysburg. to which parish his parents belonged 
It till 'time.'On August 28, 1928, he was fleeted 
\bbot, .\t the jubilee service on Mt. Carmel. Pa- 
tlier Dominic, who had preached at .-\bbot I ,ini- 
I - it's first M.i.ss, again delhcrcd the sermon. Dur¬ 
ing the afternoon of the pilgrimage, after a ser- 
mmi bv Father Bernard, the singing of the "V’eni 
Creator” and thc.“Stabat Mater,” the stations nl 
the cross were erected by Prior Peter. It was an 
iiiiprcssisc sight as fourteen voting men carried the 
wooden crosses to be erected during the processioi) 
around the Mount. At the procession which fol¬ 
lowed. Abbot Lambert carried the Blessed Sarra- 
nicnt. Tlic brass band of Bruno, attended the pil¬ 
grimage and helped greatly to make this a festive 
orca .loii’-Tlic scnciation of the relics of the C.in.i- 
di.in Martyrs and the “Tc Dciim” closed the pil- 
gninagc. 

T'lic’.'elev enth- twelfth and thirteenth pilgrim- 
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jiily 17, 1932, July 16, 1933, .md July 22, 
U. 'UL'ic very'much like the preceding.. I .itlici 
hbut Severin celebrated Pontifical High M.i-.i iii 
1 C morning. In the afternoon the pilgrims .nielul 
ic Mount, praying the way of the cross, .iiul again 
, Ills' procession with the Blessed Sacriiiiieiit. 
hoiit 3000 to 5000 attended. Sermons were 
iislisd in English, Gcriiian and Polish. F.illier 
isspli Mrciitcr, O.S.B., preached the main .ser¬ 
ious in German and English in 1932, lather 
l.iKsIliis 111^1933, and I'atlier Remhcrl Biil.ii/ik', 
iS 11, in 1934. I'athcrs Rcinbcrt and Jo.scph were 
1, iiibeis ofrSt, Johnjs .'\bbcy conducting retre.its 
1 Jli.c .Colony those years, Father Joseph Steiger 
Lrt iilmg-^siafta^ prcachcrllm inipressise scrnion 

1 jsdICj'' ^ ' 

Because Father Abbot was attending the Gen- 

on of Benedictines iii 1935, there was no Poii- 
fit.il Mass that year, but Fathcr.Norbert Schwnig- 
onnicr, O.S.B., who had been ordained the 
kvifTlis ’June, celebrated a -solemn High M.iss 
ilh Fathers Aloysius and Alphon.sc as-dc.icon and 
'bileaeon. Father Wilfrid preached at the niorn- 
i:; sen ICC and Fathcr.s- Lawrence and .Viignstinc 
I lilt iftenioon. On lb.it dav .ibont 2000 Goin- 
ninions were distributed. 

;\t Ibe-pilgrnnage of Jnlv 19. PMf, ami fnlv IS, 
'3'. the same procedure of the preceding pilgrim- 

w.is followed. Fathe.r .\bbot sang a Pontifical 
ligli Mass and Prior Peter delis cred the sermon 
1 1030 while Father Andrew Kohlbcck. O.S.B., 
iiionk of .\ssimiptioii .\bbcy, Ricli.irdton, North 

Xikirta preached in 1937. 

The seventeenth annual pilgrimage, Julv 17, 
'‘3S, was a special occasion. For a luimber of 
ninths Mr. Antonio Molaro and a group of stone 
iisoiis fioin Saskatoon, assisted by local men. had 
inistrnctcd a chapcl'and altar of limestones picked 
t the Mount and hewn info proper shape. It was 
ileinnly blessed on the pilgrimage day. The stones, 
lit fully chosen for shape and color make it truly 
(antiful. The east side of the chapel is open so 
lit the thousands of pilgrims can conveniently at- 
■n,l ftio c/'n-ii.r. frnm nnv nnsffinn from tllC cliapcl 


lit. In.nilt III the sluine and h.id words of praise 
till pilgniii'.. moie'tli.111 3000, who had come 
l i p'^MItw^Miinn.ige In .Gntl.aiKl then lin.ilty to 
Ifn Mnihti of Cod. I'.ilher .Mibot. in Ins sermon 
tb.il illeinonii t'vpiessed the s.iine sentiments, and 

Sltplren aiicl the members of the Carmel p.irish 
who had aided in the ereelion of the hc.inlifni 
eh ipti Tins chapel now staiuls as a mnnnnieiit of 


filial 1 


Mother. 

,\iiotliei pItMs.mt suiprise w.is in stoic for 
faithful who .iticnded the next pilgrim igc. 
Ill, 1939 I'onrtccn stations of the cross, eat 
of local limestones in which w.is 


ledcled 


ebtf h’d litrn bi'i'l In Mr Mot no and bis imn 
in the late snmnicr and fall of 193S .Ngairi Father 
Abbot relebnted Pontific.il High Mass at which 
Either |erf)mc CasMicr, O S.B. a monk of the 
Abbes of Seitenstetten. Austria,' delivered the Ccr- 
ni.iii sermon. I'athcr Gregors' preached in the after¬ 
noon after the r.inonical crcctinn, of the sf.itions 
of the cross by Father Mibot. The beautiful statue 
on the summit, the pictnresi]ne diapel on its slope, 
and the impressive si itions of the eriws, 
of art and proof of the gelicrnsltv o^^if inTtslm 
taiits of St, Peter’s Colony and of thiir love fo?-~ 
the Mother of Christ. J 

When .Mibot Severin n'lcbrated his'' silver 
inbilec of the priesthood on June 29. 1932. the 
parishes and missions of the Colonv ]ircsented .i 
gift of Sinnn. winch sum he med solclv for the 
devclopcmcnt of Mt. Carmel. On several occasions 
the collection taken up on the day of pilgrimage 
anionnted to about S500. Father .\hbot and his Fa¬ 
thers did not accept a cent for their l.ibors on the 
mount. In spite of this, after all the bills were in. 
a debt of S2000 had bCciv inofifred in 1939 by the 
construction of the chapel and ^stations.; Tliis has 
subseementb been paid Now fl9->2i theic is n credit 
b'llaiicc in the Mount Carmel Pilgrimage Fund 
of about S6000 Lightning stnick the pcdc_slal of 
of the statue-on Julv 9, 1937. and again 19s0, but 
did not damage the statue itself. In 1937 the dam- 






























post he held until the.fali of the san 
ober 1907 he was'apf)oinlcd pastor i 
Chureh at Lcofeld. Here he lahorc 
for sixteen years until April 192 
s appointed pastor of Marysburg. lie 
;cd successfully and edified his congr 
is piety; conscientiousness-.ihd i’cal f 
■-bod. During the last few years of li 
ted considcrablv because c.nicer nf tl 
gr.ldnallv developed wilhoul Iiu kiun 
iinpany with Prior Peter he went I 
sk.,' where he was operated in St. 
ital. hut a few days later on June 2 
ssed away. Tire body was bioueht I 
id after Pontifical Requiem High Ma 
in the Abbey cemetery'. 


irs later the angel of death called P 
jdowski. He was born September 
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Fr. Rudolph Palm, O. S. B. 



..|>|)ui\im:itcly forty. Returning from one nf lln-e 
. trips one vcr\’ cold evening, he wrilkcd up iiud douri 

; the louni iieforc :i fire without uttering ;i word, Ilis 

I c()nfrcrc.s plied him with questions to which he 
I gine no reph. until he'picked the icicles from his 
I bciird; his mouth hnd been frozen shut. On .June 
'“I. I'ln-t he w.is oidiiined bv Rischop Tiobee of SI 
('loud. Minn., iind tlien went to Geriti.inv foi by 
first Solemn High Mnss in his home parish. MHiilc 
li le he Ircrame ill and w.is not able to return to 
S isk.ilchcwan until 1905. Prior .\lfrcd ;t))poinli:d 
bn,I l.nin manaecr, and on Sund.ns he frecpienllr 
I . ' I si'ixlccs at Humboldt, becoming resident p.is- 
loi in lOOb. In 1915. he was transferred to St 
: Iteiiedal where he had the church decorated .nul 

I I pipe oig.in installed. In 192-4 he became pasti'r 
' of I ake i.enorc where he remained until his death. 
In 19(2 bis old stom.ich trouble returned and he 
vent to S.iskatoon for treatment. Following an 
operation he recovered partially and returned to 
I .ike Lenoie. but after a relapse entered St. F.li/.i- 
betli's llospit.il wheie he died on August 25. 1942. 
Ilis body wi^s laid to rest in the Abbey Cemeters' 
.ifter the Po'ntifieal Requiem by Abbot Severin, The 
esening before his funeral a damaging hail .stonn 
passed llirongli the district, and’ just as the cortege 
reached the cemetery a heasy thunder shower 
poured down a deluge of rain. Interment was 
postpqneil half an hour and the grave had to be. 
inimpcd out b^fjej^bnrial. Father Rudolph weather¬ 
ed many a storm m his life, and it seemed almost 
fittins that the elements participated at his funeral 
The next deaths were those of two men 
known a.s Father Joseph. Father Joseph Sittenauer 
died September II. 1946. arid Father Joseph 
Wickel on April 25, 1947. 

Father Joseph Sittenauer was bom in Waltcrs- 
d kirehen. Ravaria. Germany. September 24. 1S65, 
receiving the name of Atichacl in Baptism. lie 
m.ide his cleineiitilry studies with the Renedietines 
.It Schevern and aty^Freising and Munich in R.i- 
s.iri.i. In 1SS5 he emigrated to the United States 
,nid entered St. Vincent Archabbey, Pcnnsylv.mi.i. 
where he pronounced his first vows on November 
29. 1S,S4. Ircfore Ab^ot Boniface Wimmer, the 
fniinder of the first Benedictine Monastciy in 
North ,'\mcrica. A daughter hoii.sc of St. Vincent. 
St Benedict Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, was in need 
of help ,ind I'r.iter Joseph \ohintcered his semees. 
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old. Iiu was conveyed to St. ^l[iehael’s 
. Cndwortli. wlicrc the doctor diagnosed dc 
inonia complicated by an ctilnrgcd, V 
li reliesed him of his sufferings on .■\pi 
cr .'Vbbot flew to Cudworth by plane to 
since the deep snow prevented train sei 
n.is .issisted during his illncs? by Fathers 
and Lawrence who were both stationc 
worth at the time. One of his sisters. ! 
1 .' O.S.B., of St. Benedict’s Convent. Si 
. \tinn., was present at his death and fnt 
body was taken to Muenster by plane, fo 
ifical Requiem Scrs'iccs by Abbot Scserii 
il 111 the \hbey ccmctciw. April 10. 
Death took two members of the .\bbi 
1. I'alhcrs Dominic Hofmann on January 
llie scner.ihle iinn.igcnari.in Father Law 


^ollcgcvillc. Minn., in 18S9 at the r< 
t .\lexius Edelbrock, O.S.B.. who rcc 
icn from Eurone for the wide field of 
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Archbishop . Oliver Elxeor Mathieu, first bishop ond archbishop of Regino 
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!::^;;_^aborei\‘) ^or the 


\ lo t.il! tln.111 Id IIr jinf-l- 

'f llll' C.'llloll'. luM' tiuis 

tlicir foiindation willi llircc 
ic'ir mnnl>cr 1 ms incic.isctl io 
K' I 'isiilinc Sislcis il Hiiiiiii 
fcis m 1014 and ihn nou 
undrccl. 

crin was elected third Abbot 
II lO;- ijicie were onb ten 
. Mere scllleis nr St IVlerb 
'atlier Tlicodnre DoCpbei of 
■ \\hlfrid Ilcrgott of Hrniio. 
II bad alre.idv joined tin 
lot .vet ordained. Iliese ncre 
Mnoclfeld, I'r Gregory Gav 
.iieirstiiie Nen/cl, Mnenster, 
Iwi". Riinio I’ather .Mmsiiis 
l')2S, and the other Itiiec On 
ther yoiins; men of St. Peter's 
Icnedictinc priests since lOZ" 
inshamincr, Bruno, ordained 
n Gchlcn, Lake I.cnore. fiiiie 
•. Mnenster. May 30, 1942. 
aster. June 8. 1941. .Alfred 
Fngclc, Garmcl, June 4. 1944, Florian Renncbcri;. 


I .eofelel. June 4. 1944, Roman Schneider, 
diet. )nnc 13, 1947, Leo llinz, Miicnstc 
10 41). and l.eaiiilcr Dosch, Annahcim, Jun 
I .ilhci I'.dward Benniiig, a brother of toil 
Hard and Xaviei. caine fioni .Arcadia, \’ 
in.idc bis elassie.il studies at St. Peter's Q 
I'.is oidained June 5, 1936. b'atlier Geoig 
.iiid Ins brother Father Martin Brodnir we 
Ds.s.irt, Saskatchewan, and completed tl 
e.il coiirjK at St. Peter’s Gollcgc. Father G 
Old inie(Bcm~Mjiv 30, 1942 and Father 1 
\oseiiihBr 14, 1^43s-vFathcr Albert Ri: 
fioni Quit Lake, Sask./ntadr^is classic 
at St. Peter's College, and was'-ac^ne 
1949. b'atlier A^incent Morrison e.iinci’Te. 
studied at St..Peter’s College and was 
neccinber 20, 1952> Father Jainc_s__C 

Abienstcr is at prc.scnt at St. Jotin’s A 
w.is ordained deacon June 7, 1952. He, 

.ill the loithers beginning with Fathci 
ni.ide their philosophical and theological 
St. John’s Abbej. Four other young clci 
hers of St. Peter’s Abbey arc at St. Johi 
iiig for the priesthood. Tlioy arc Fr. AVen 
berg from Lcofcld, a brother of Father F 
n.iniel Gerwing and Fr. Anselm Gerwing 
from Lake Lenore, and Fr. Joseph Acker 
Regina. \ 
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St. S^ete/s 


•insli to be c,st,iblislKcl w.is 
■ liv Piior Alfred. On M.iv 
s on llic S.W. Vi Sec, IS,' ' 
I \\ rst of flic 2nd Meruli.n 
tlic AhCcii'-ion nnd In cnnni 
I. Heithnid Inilioff p.nntec 
f tlie I.oid's Asccn.sion on I 
^'Clnirch in 1919. 
il November 1921 St. Peter 


le p.Tri.sli. Father Leo who had been subprior 
9)re this was transferred to Bruno. Prior Bruno 
d become Abbot in August 1911, but retained 
administration of the parish and took speeial 
eiest in the parish school. He would ordinarily 
Mass' for tlic school children on week days and 
ich during the High Mass on Sundays. .At^o^ 
tish meeting, August 8, 1911, at .which he ]ne- 
'.il it was decided to build a new school. Tlie 
ihlmg was to have a full basement constructed 
■'niirntc. and the walls were to be of intcr- 
l.iiig tile. There' were to be two large class 
nils on the first floor nnd enough room abo\-c 
scicral boarders. It was to be joined to the 


north'of Muenster to their new location soufh east • 
ot the trmn. I'.ithcr Peter was .ippomted pastor of 
St. Pelei's Chnrch and N'icar General of tlie .\bbe\ 
Niillnis. and bather b'ridolin beeame Piior and 
Procurator. I’athcr Peter qnd Mr. August Wasser- 
m.nm constructed two confessionals in the back of 
tlie ehureh, building them into the walls of the 
tower. In 1922 the old altar was replaced by a new 
one costing S2200 and Holy Mass was celebrated 
on it for the first time on April 2. The Munich 
\rl C'omp.ins of Milwaukee, W'isconsin, which de¬ 
signed the altar- donated a baptismal font of the 
s.iine niateiial and in,itching the .ilb.ir m design 
The discarded altar had quite a history of its own. 

It was originally in St. Joseph's Church (Benc- 
'ihcline) Chicago. Illinois, and was donated to the 
CinuC'-Piioii. piobably ill'1892. where itiscived as 
the high altar in' thp chapel. NVhen the community 
• ni'8\i.| III S.iskttch'cwan the .iltat '.v-n inqjjiuled With 
their^oods. The bell of the chapel at Mt.yDarmcl 
als'o h.is a historical l)ac);.ground, ’Tlic Eckcr family 
of Humboldt brougliFit ftqm'Alberta and donated 
it to St. Peter’s Church. Fatlmr Peter mounted it 
•ilongside the log church at Muenster in J903 and 
tiiere it served to Call the monksTihd parishioners 
to the sciviccs Until a larger bell wa^murehased in 
tlic fall of 1910. The trew bell was blcsScd by Prior 
Bruno on November 27, 1910, and hoisted to the 
belfry of the church jnext day. As was previously 
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st.ikil. iIk' jHisLul tiiimc lIuucIi w.is biiilt In An 


I . ,1 Ollr.'H, ( 

\:C( Miv; the suhinii^ 
:< uhinL' f’ti I lie fn-t ik - 




c I'lmliii;; C'l.ililrliiiKiU w.i'. iiuu«i In llic 

lln jR-w liiiildiiiL: . 111(1 r.illici .Snhpiiiir 
ii^liil> 'Till- 


r (lid n 


l.lsl 1( 


Ik- V 


ili'd In the VWicv in Scptcinijcr nni 

ipniiilcii I’nnr In- Mibot Micli.R-l. 

I .illK-r Viiu-liiR succeeded l-'.itlnr Peler us ji.is’- 
I .111(1 R.is liinsbrred In ,Sl. ‘ lieneiliet in jnlv 
i;~. tmiie siuceedul In" I'.iHicr 1 en Ojdnwslsi 
in leni.iiind lliere until /\iii;nst I'lsl niiriii!; Ins 


Mr \ 


fllie I- 


.ill.IIS 111 llie s.iiiie stvic .IS tl,ic iii.nn .ill.ir, .iiul lliei 

... ■bc.nililnllv uilli llie stile .nid (kcorn- 

tinn nf i)r Jniuli On M.n 2'(. I'isl llie ji.irisli 

(t It l.ii.lie'll l'.^|lier I eo's '.iKtr |nliilee nf tlic prie^l- 
linnd 1 ibe Iiins^ of the oilier in.iini p.irislies of the 
, C.ilnin. Iht ii.iiish of Mneiister t'niisidljrcd the 
p.nnihi.il Sihnnl the ninsi sinlulile edne.i^n.il iii- 
Sl.lnljnn fi'if llieirv^[nl(licn. .Siiiee .i p.iiod^^sdidol 

.^..theit \V(ie diffn nllies fin.inc iik; it, uiid ''(Itirin',' 
lu) .Ither I eo's p.isloi.ilc it u.is chunked inin ,i' piihlic 
1.'■'.>.-linnl, Ihe t'rsnline Sisteis iciii.iiniiir.' .is h.iclitis 


I M.ir- 


t 1951 




nninid the iliiirrh .nid desieniiin .i 
ipinn.uh' I' lettrit lights were iiist.ullcd 
n fliliil.ti 1059 he reeeised St Cie- 

lhi'-C.'nlltec .issisircl hull Snndns .nul 
e .(lihi.iUd his siher |nhilee .is ]iriest 
on Inis 1 s, J915, ,nid in St Giecnr 
s 19 15. 'Mihnt Severni preiirhini; on 
ns H(. ,iK,. of niip.nred lie.ilth I'.ilhcr 


M.irtellns n.i'.-’li.insferufd In L'ingclfcUl hi July 19-I" 
1,'ntil Ills dep.iiline Ihe fniiner innnusters seried .n 

.mil so n.is i,i/td in 19|S The ji.i.stor rtfnv resides 
j| the Collc"e. 


I .ilhir Gk.-i.is siR.ttded I .ilher M.iretllns'' 
.nul h'.illier l\lfr(;(l Miinele hee.niic Ins usMst.nit. lu 
1051 r.ither Gre-nnie insl.illcd, i \\’nilil/ei Rieil 
1 It.liK Orem. .It .I'cnsrof S5500. niiiin; I'd-, 
..nd |9)|| the p,Irish cenieler’. \\:is l.indst.ipefl .iiid 
.1 sin.ill III.I, hie Ininhstoiie pluced .it the tienri of 
c.rIi "r.i\e. In |95| the hr.ives In the ecmel.iie 
iiniiibtitd 2-10 In 1952 ,i public .iddrtss sislcin 
n.is nisluHed in the elniK'li ^ 

'Hie following b'uthcrs cclcbinted llieii fiisl 
.soleniii High M.isse.s. ;it Mncivstcr during the eonrsc 
Ilf the p.ist fifty vcur.s: I'utlier John R.ilfrcv. [iih 
’'12, 1005, l•■.|tller Cu.simir, June Id, 1906. l''iitlRr 
Clovis Mollicr, a seehlar priest from the diocese nf 
I’niice .\lbert. April 5. 1910. I'uther Cosiii.is, J.ni- 
n.in 15,^1924, b.itlitr Angnstinc, the first priest 
of ^lnellsttr p.irisli, July 5, 1952. h'atlicr Jerome 
Jiiiic 22.-1941. Father .Philip. May 31. 1942. l i 
ther l.co 1 fin/ June 4 . 1950. ■ ' 

'llie following ^.irp a few statistics of the 
p.irisli. The number of pari.sliioners is about 700. 

Ill 1951 (lycr 16.000 Communions were distributed . 
h'lsc of its sons have joined the Order of St. Rcnc- 
dict. Fathers Angiistinc. Philip, Jerome, l.co and 
failles Cra\ \nnlher. F'litlicr F’rancis I.cn? became 
an .Oblate F'ather. and Father William Krncisch. 
uhosc p.irent.s resided at Mnenster for a time and 
left III 192i|, became a Redemptorist. Father Ger.ild 
Hiuci. O.h’\l,.^ and Father Robert L. Mancy, are 
.ilsri sons of St.' Peter’s Parish. 

.\t le.ist luenty young ladies of the parish - 
joined various convents: Sister Maura Bcrgcrmann. 

O ^.Ps. Sisler M.icoqnc Mayer, O.S.R.. Sister' Dc- 
inetri.i \cn/cl. C.S.f., Sister Carmelita Ncnzcl. . 
CS f.'. Sister Mary Clare Ncnzcl.^S.A., Sister Ain- 
biosc \en/el. O.S.U.. Sister Csiprian, Geineinwic- 
'(.r. C S J., Sister Basil Vogelsang, C S J., Sister- 
\le\is 7iet/, S..\.. '.^'stcr I,ovola Wa.sscrm:inn, O. 

S U.. Sislem .'AngustiOa Koett, O.S.U., Sister Thnni.i 
Bernhard. O.S.U.ySistcr Therejc Miiench. O.S I'. 
Si-ter M.igdalcn/V'’cbcr, O.S.U., Sister Juliana 
5\’e'ber, OS.U.ySistcr Cathcrina Ilaensgcn. O.S.F. 
■Sister G.ibiiel M’ashhou.ski. O S.B., Sister. Herbert 
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W'lcgcrs. Sister Mnrv' Louise Pape, O.S.U., and 
Sister Seliolastica Twardick, O.S.E! 

I'.itlier Peter administered the first baptism in 
the p.irish on July 11, 1903 .to Maria TliercSM 
Groppe. the daughter of Joseph..- Croppe, whose 
homestead was on Sec. 22, T.' 37; R.'21. The 
inotlier died on August 2, 190L T^ie child was 
b.iptizcd in a tent upon sj’hich the sun beat so 
sironglv that the heat within was almost unbcarl 
able. Mr. Frank Boehm was sponsor. The first 
ni.irriage contracted was that of Anton Eimer, an 


THE OLD 


Now two score years and ten have .passed. 
Since stalwart men from distant climes. 
Came west to test a fertile soil, ; 

To plan a home on rolling plain. • 

Tlie frontier days were none of ease, ■ 

Of e.irefrcc .hours or pleasant dreanas. 

For test and trial of varied kind, ; 

.Met settler at each doubtful turn. ; 

Tlic prairie- bleak that ne'er had Kit 
Ought else than thund’ring hoof. 

Or stealthy step of slinking beast; 

Soon quivered 'neath the busy plow. 

The spring, soon after wintry blssts 
ll.id spent their biting sting, 


employee of flic Priory and Anna Lutz, September 
21. 1903, in the log church. (Mr. Eimcf later 
moved to British Columbia. For many years he 
supplied Regina with Christmas trees i froin ' his 
1,111(11 The first High M.iss-at Mncrlstci’,'was.cclc- 
hrated by F'athcr Chrysostom Apgiisf2G^! 1903. in 
.1 lent, with Fathers Peter, JphiV, and Casimir as 
choir. 'Pile first solemn Jligh Mass celebrated at 
Mnenster was op the fcas( of St.-Schnl.astica. Feb¬ 
ruary 10, 190-4, by Fatlicr Peter with Fathers Ru¬ 
dolph and Chry.sostoin, as-deacon',ind subdeaenn. 




SETTLERS 


Brought wakened life in field and 
And roused the sinking hopes again. .. 

That year — it passed, and freshened- hope 
Urged calloused hands to hurry on 
In building homes for loved ones, 

W'ho soon arrived to help along. 

Tlicir efforts joined, now they could work 
To found a ijome to call their own, 

• To forge ahead, with foresight keen, 

Tire silvered hair on furrowed brow. 

Recall the days when settlers new 
Laid shoulder to a worthy task, 

Tliat from above has well been blessed. J. H. 
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'I'lic lliird pliicc selected for divine worsltip in 
St, IVIcr\ Colony was St. Benedict. It.was attended 
h\ I'.illier Meinrad from l.eofcld. On January 11. 
loDt, I’lior .Mfred aiid Father Bruno celebrated 
Mnscs on the S. W. ’4 Sec. 21, T. 41. R. 25. m 
,1 iMiildmi; elected hv .Xnthonv lloe.schen for the 
C.irin.in \inenean Land Co..'in the fall of 1903. 
fni the loineniencc of the settleis who were to ar- 
me 111 the proposed Colony. In a letter dated two 
weeks after his arrival at Leofeld. bather Meinrad 
M ill'd 111,it he intended to. say Holy Ma.ss in St. 
lieiiediet. 12 nnles noith of l.eofcld. where Initheis 
\lfied and Brnno had been. Th'e hnilding men¬ 
tioned was later moved to tlic nortlj.west cpiartcr of 
Die same section and became St. Benedict’s Climcli 
I he ,id|.icent stable was converte.d into living 
(|ii.liters for the priest, and both h'pildings served 
Dm purpose until the new St. BeiR'dict’s Church 
W„s eriited on .Sec. I S. T. 41, R. 25,4. 'I'lie paiish 
w IS .thus fmindcd hv Father Mcinriui as a mission 
of I eofcld. Toward the beginning of 1907. Father 
Iio t)|dowski was appointed pastor-of Leofeld, 
and like Father Meinrad (ittcndcd St. Benedict 
legiikiih Se\cn -months .-later. 'JiilV ’1907. Prior 
Kniiio 'decided to r.iisc .■ St. » Benedict’s Mission 
to .1 p.irish and yse it a resident jiricst. to care 
for a mission welt,of it. St. Leo’s Mission I'’.a- 
llier I CO was appointed first pastor and on October 
Ts, ion”, took lip his residence at St. Benedict, 
The cmmtrv around St. Benedict’s parish was called, 
the Hoodoo district, and that around St. Leo. St. 
Meiiirid district, in honor of the first pastor St. 

I so'i. Mission conipri.scd about forty families and 
lioiiiestcadcrs. ’They immediately began the build¬ 
ing of a-'ehureh and by April 26, 190S, it was stif- 
fii leiitlv completed to have Mass in it. The Bantle 
Brothers did the earpenter work on the chiireh. 
•Tiul were aided by tlic whole congregation. .As 
•oon as the church was finished a .school was open- 
id with John Medcmach as teacher. Joseph Bantle 
w IS the first oragnist and the choir consisted of 
Die Tnrtenbacli and the Bantle families. Bishop 
Ikisc.il blessed St. Leo’s Church June 7. 1910. and 
ii'iifiiiiicd the children of St. Benedict’s parish and 
St Leo’s Mission in .•August 1916. Tliat vear ba¬ 
ther George Schcffold preached a mission at St. 

Mail service to St. Benedict was inangiir.iled 


on .April 1. 1904. Joseph bl.iiiaeek was the first car-, 
rier, and the first mail arrived fiom Leofeld on .Apiil 
2. ('.corge Brown was the St. Benedict’s fiist post¬ 
master, 

ln'’Marcli 1909 Father Leo was recalled to 
the nion.islciy and b'.itlicr Benedict Sleigeiiheigcr 
was appointed to replace him. FAiiihig Ins pastor,ile 
the palish was moved to the east and the old 
cinirch was repkieed by ,i new oiie’oii Sei, IS, T, 
41. R. 24. and a pari.sh hoiisc-was erected beside 
the climeli. Bishop P.isc.il blessed the thiircli nii 
the fc.ist of the Ascension, May.21, 1914. Cn 
that occasion b'ather Malanewski of I’rincc Albert 
s.iiig the solemn High M.iss. with b'.ithcrs M.itthias 
and Benedict as dc.icon and subdeaeon and .Abbot 
Brnno and Father Philip b'nnkc. OMI.,'weiv 
present in the sanctuary. After the High Mass 
liisliop Pascal ])rcachcd. praising the cnngrcg.ition 
for their /cal in creeling such a beautiful church 
and rectory, confirmed 35 children, and in the 
aflcinoon blessed the two new bells giving Ihcni 
the names of Bcncdictus and Maria. 

Father Benedict guided the parish for six years 
and regularly visited St. Leo’.s mission. In Nl.ncli 
1915 he was transferred to St. Augnstino’s Clinrch. 
Hmnboldt, and Father Rudolph Palm succeeded 

Father Rudolph was also in charge of both 
places, rjuring his tenure till the middle of August 
1924 he snccccdcd in wiping out most of the debts, 
though he had to make many sacrifices to keep 
the parochial-schools operating. Tlie chniches in 
both places were decorated by Mr. Bcrthold Ini- 
hoff. St. Leo’s church was enlarged and in St, 
Benedict’s church he had a pipe organ installed, 
the only one of its kind in St. Peter’s Colony. .Aftcf 
nine years of labor he was appointed pastor of St. 
.Anthony’s Church, l.akc Lcnorc. and Father Ber¬ 
nard Schaeffler succeeded him. 

Immediately after his arrival in 1924 Father 
Bernard captivated the hearts of the young men by 
(nvani/ini^ a brass band. AA’hcn .Abbot Michael 
came to confirm the young parishioners of St. Bene¬ 
dict and St. Leo, May 23, 1926. about 90 children, 
he was met several miles from St. Benedict by 
about 40 horsemen, and at the church the band 
rendered .sevcial selections. During the co'nfinnation 
.Abbot Michael was assisted by Fathers Bernard. 


/ 
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. I’riiir iMfrcd am be considered the founder of 
the third parish, St. Joseph’s at r'lifda. The name 
hulda IS derived from the old liigh German word 
I'lillaha. meanihg water-land. A famous Abbey, 
fiiimdcd ill 7-f-f by .’Vbbot Stumiius tlic disciple of 
St. Boniface, Apostle of Germany, was named Fulda 
.111(1 line" of. its celebrated .\bbots wins St. Rabaiiii.s 
M.uiius, later .Srehbishop of Mainz, To coiii- 
insiiior.ile this "rent Abbey, jiCCiilari/.ed m 1S03, 
iIk n.iiiie I'ulda was given to the district in which 
tf loseph’s I’arish was established 

Piior .Mfred made many trips through the fiftv 
townships assigned to him and his priests to stiidv 
the sitn.ition. At that time there were no roads laid 
out geoiiietrically as now. In the course of one of 
his imirneys he safd Mass in the log cabin of Mr. 
\\ m. K'lcizcnbccl:, on the western shore of Dc.id 
Moose take, in the present parish of St. Joseph. 
’I Ills was on July 18, 1903. Father Peter .said Mass 
there on July 26, 1903, and several times more be¬ 
fore _wiiaici^_MFr Charles llcmmclgarn, a pioneer 
■It hulda. wrote the following, dated June 17. 190-t: 

■ I . 1111.1 niember of St. Joseph's Congregation which 
(\lciuls from the west shore of Dead Moose Lake. 
The p.iri.sli was organized during the summer of 
l‘'ns ,ind divine services were held every' second 
.Siiu.l.iy for t|uifc a while in the hou.se of Mr. Krei- 
/'iilHck. But since tire house of Mr. Krcizcnbcck 
was too small to hold the faithful, and since the 
settlers of the district were not yet in a position to 
cicct a chnrch, we were advised by Prior Alfred to 
.iltciul.,services during the winter in the store of 
Godfrey Schaeffer, about 8 miles farther south. 
' riie settlers were quite satisfied with this arrange¬ 
ment, since they found it necessary to go to Mr. 
Stli.ieffcr’s store anyway to make purchases. Now, 
lioucycr, the winter is over, and since the settlers 
hive increased in number, we have decided, with 
the consent of Prior Alfred to build a church on the 
site which h.ad been designated for this "purpose 
last Miinincr. The new church is to be erected on 
Ihv \F I , of See. 32.-T. 38. R. 23. Fven now the 
church is in the course of erection. It is to-be 
\ -10, built of logs and is .to have,a roof of 
shingles. Tlic trustees are Peter-Schneider, Carl 


and John Stolz. There are -10 families and some 
bachelors living vviithin a radius of three miles'." 

To eoinplete Mi*!' I leinmelgarn's report, a brief 
refcreiiee may b'e,^i(iadc here to the former St. 
Bernard’s Church which- was located close to the 
present Dixon Siding, west of Humboldt. Father 
CJirvso'stdin s.'iid-Mass there for the first time on 
.Ml Saints Day, 1903, in Mr. Seliiieffer’s Store on 
See. 28, T. 37, -R. 23. From the summer of 190-1 
to the fall of 1905 Father Peter said Mass there 
eveiy sccojrd Sunday, first in a tent and later m .i 
little log c'hurch, While Mass was still being offer-- 
ed in the. tent, Father Peter urged the" people to , 
complete the erection of the church, saying, "the 

I Iqlv" Mass." Mr. Schaeffer, ancl Prior Alfred had 
hopes.alnit a town would" arise at the present site 
of Dixon, and that possibly the C.N.R. would build- 
its romulhoiisc there. Theii hopes vverc futile: Hum¬ 
boldt grew'intn an iinportail.t center and the round¬ 
house was placed there. When it was found neccs-. 
sarv to organise a parish at Humboldt, St. Bernard’s 
Mis.sion died a natural death. Tlic church vyas, tom 
down, and the-; remaining debt on it was paid by 
the Priory.. As partial rciinburscnyent. the roof was 
moved to Muenstcr and used as a covering for the 
Priory machine shed. 

iiic log church at Fufda" was completed by 
,\ugust 1904, and Father Chrysostom said the first 
Mass in it. A large flat stone sened as a pavement 
at the entrance of the church. Tlic visiting priest 
stayed with a kind Irish couple. F’.ithcr Chrysostom 
had charge of tlic mission until 1905 when Father 
Ildephoiisc Molitor, O.S.B. was appointed" first re¬ 
sident p.astor, arriving on July 27, 1905. Since there 
was no parish house near the church he boarded 
at the Manning home. , • 

Bisiiop Paseal blessed the Church August 25, 
1905, and conferred the.Sacrament of Confimia- 
tion on 17 young members of the parish. Fathers 
lldcphonsc, Dominic and Peter were present. Fa¬ 
ther Ildeph’onsc, the bishop and Father Peter said 
Mass early in the morning, and in the absence of 
a server they served each othpr’s Mass. At breakfast 
that morning the Bishop remarked “today an honor 
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L.iinc 111 me for wliicli even the angels in lieaven 
might envy me. I had the lionor to serve a priest's 
Mass.” Kathcr Dominie celebrated the High Mass. 
.\l dinner' in Iris hotne Mr.'Manmng used a-iropl.ir 
1 ) 1 ,inch as a fan to keep the i/iusqnitos .iw.iy fniiii 
tile guests. The first parish hon.se in I'ulda w.i.s 
biiilkin'lhe f.ill of 190$ and l•'atlleI lldephonse was 
,i!ile til mine into it miring the first week of Oc- 

'lliemear 1905 brfiiijfit another |i)\fnl fesist 
III the p,iVish when I'amer ^Ildephon.sc eelcbr.iled 
the silver jubilte of his priesthood on October 10. 
\t 10 00 .k.M.'he sang a solemn lligh^Alar^'ith _ 
I .illiers noinimc .ind Brnno Doerflei; as deaeon and 
' i.hde.itnn. Father Rudolph was ihaster of e'ere- 
iiiiinies. and Prior .Mfred preached At the parish 
panie nliich followed the Mass the sum of SI 5S.00 
",is re.ili/ed. a si^.eable sum those d.ivs. The cliiiir 
, 111(1 brass band, composed chiefly of members’of 
St, IVtei's Priory attended, and helped to make the 
I lIi hr.ition memorable. 

Pile log chureh was soon too small for the 
growing congregation, for no other parish in the 
Colony had as many young families as hhikla. In 
IbOfi the parishioners began to erect a largcr^.framc 
clinrcb. Tlic plans were drasvn by Biclniaicf and' 
.Sons, Milwaukee, and the contract was let .to 
.\rnoldy and Walcrius of Lcofcld. 'On December 
5. 1906 the following report appeared in the St, 

• I'elei's Bote: “November 25 will long be remem¬ 
bered by St. Joseph’s Parish. On that day services 
were held for the first time in the new church and 
'i\ boys and six girls received their first holy com- 
iininion. It was a beautiful sunny day. At 10 o’clock 
P,idler lldephonse and the first communicants 
marched in procession froii) the old church into the 
new one. Arriving at the foot of the altar the first 
(oinimmicants renewed their baptismal vows after 
winch the choir sang an appropriate hymn. After 
High Mass .all went back to the old church where 
limner was served.’,’ 

Bishop Pascal blessed the church June d. 1907. 
fbi June s'thc bishop accompahied by Prior Brnno' 
"111 I'.itlier Rudolph, arrived from Humboldt in a 
iliioMted carriage, preceded by .a group of hor.se- 
111(11 from the boundary of the parish to the 
(liiircli. .\ffer blessing the church, be eeliibraled a 


Poiilific.il High Mass with Prior Bruno, .md Fa¬ 
ther nominic as deacon and subdcacon. Father 
Dominic preached and after the scrsiccs the Bish¬ 
op confirmed 19 jsarishioners. The ladies of the 
parish sersed dinner and supper in the parochial 
school which had also been erected under the 
supersisioii of Father Ilde])honse. 

On Jiine 5 the Bishop and the clergy drove to 
.St John’s Church. M'illmont. where Bishop Pas¬ 
cal Irlessed the little log church which served ns 
p.itoelii.il school oil week v-dass. Prior Brnno cclc- 
br.ited a solemn High hJa.ss with F'athers Dominic 
and Rudolph as deacon and siilrdeaeon. Bishop Pas¬ 
cal ,c\|)rcsscd his^ joy at being able to bless another 
chureh in the Colony, and praised the people for 
supporting the parochial school. 

Services in the W'lllmont district were first 
cimdncted bv Father Chrysostom December 27. 
190-1. in the home of Mr. Hubert Rauw. As in St. 
Joseph’s Church up to the arrival of Father lldc- 
phonsc. Mass was celebrated on week days, at which 
all the pioneers of the district were present as 
though it were Sunday. Great care was given the 
oigimi/ation of the parochial schools. Under date 
of August 28. 1904, Father Chrysostomns reported 
in St. Peter’s Bote: "It is proposed to conduct 
school during the fall in St. Joseph’s Church, and 
Henry Kalthoff. who had taught school in the 
United States, has been selected as teacher.” Pa¬ 
rochial schools were organized at St. Joseph’s 
^Parish, St. John’s Mission. St. Michael’s Parish. 
St. Boniface Parish, and in other parishes and 
missions of' the Colony. , j 

The mission of Willmont — it was named af¬ 
ter the town Willmont, Minn. — was placed under 
the patronage of St. John the Baptist in honor of 
St. John’s Abbey. St. John the Baptist c.alled hfni- 
sclf “the voice of one crying in the wilderness; pre¬ 
pare the way of the. Lord” (Matth. 3, 3). When 
Father Bruno Docrflcr came to this district in the 
course of his inspection trip, September 23, 1902. 
he spent the night in the open, about three miles 
west of the ^Government 'Trail. In the seemingly 
endless wilderness, with no human being within 
miles, he too copld hare cried out, "I am a voice 
of one crying in the wilderness; prepare the way 
of the Lord.” 






I'atlicr Ildcpliousc attended the congregation( 
of St Joseph’s Church aild W'llhnont Mission re-^ 
giil.irl) and faithfully until a serious aihncnt,- 
wliitli netessitatcd an operation, forced him t(| 
lease for Minnesota on August }6, 1912 The operf 
x.ilion nas successful, but it weakened him so imieh 
fhtit he had to give up parochial ,«ork In 1919 lih 
en|oyed a visit to St. Tetdr's Cblony. lie celebrat¬ 
ed Ins golden |ubiIcc/of th'b’priesthood at St Johii;s 
Mibcv. \ugust IS, 1930, at wliich'Father Dominic 
])'ieaclie4' the |ubi!cc sermon I 

To replace Father Ildcphonse, Abbot Pejer 
I ngcl sent F'athcr Lawrence Steinkoglcr,O.S B. Jde 
airived at Muenster on September 19, 1912, apd 
nest day Father Casimir conducted him to Fulda, 
where he was to remain 28 years. In the last y<|ars 
Ik was .issistcd by Fathcr-Lukc ,for three years Jind 
he father Constotme Thcren, O S.B , for a jfew 
nmiiths He was 54 years'pf age when he arr ved 
■It. Fulda, and left it at the-age of 82. Besides his 
p.istor.il work he was Postmaster of Fulda for some 


The first problem Father Lawrence and the 
loi^regation at Willmont had* to solve w.W the 
erection of a new church to replace the olp log 
building In October 1915 plans for the new frame 
structure with full basement were completed by an 
.mhitect, and work began in 1916 'flic St feter’s 
Bote reported the following: “November 23 vvas a 
memorable'day Oii that day Father Lawrence held 
the-“last divine service in the old church,' con- 
Jiidmg'vvith a short sermon. After the service the 
entry into the new church, that is, into the base¬ 
ment of the new church took place. Johii Rauw 
la'rried the statue of St. John, the patron iaint of 
flic chprch, the children earned the candlesticks 
and the flowers, the pastor carried the monstrance, 
chalice, cibonuni and altar stone, while nicmbcrs 
of the congregation carried the confessional and 
other articles From November 1, 1904 till Novem¬ 
ber 23, 1916, 160 baptisms were admimitered, 16 
m.irriages blessed, 'f6 persons interred, and 5,500 
communions distributed. Is it not astomihing how 
an.iiiv spintual graces God attaches to a ehurch. be 
it only a log church or a miserable bejard shack’ 
The good Lord will from now on fipd a more 
worthy habitation at Willmont’’ ' 

In late summer of 19JS three bc-ditifnl wood- 
I.irvcd altars were set up m thc churchi The church 


w.is blessed by Abbot Michael on June 24, 1920, 
assisted by Father Lawrence and F.ithcr, Doimnie 
iMther Abbot celebrated a Pontifical High Mass 
after the blessing and Father Lawrence delivered 
the sermon.'It vvas a rainv dav and Father Law¬ 
rence. who vv.is kiiovy n for his originality and humor, 
chose for his text .the words from tlie Acts of the 
\postlcs, “John indeed bapti/e’d with water 
(Acts 1, 5) In spite of tii,c unfavorable w'eather 
the church was filled. Tlic Brnno'choir sang for the 
M.iss and Fathcrs'Lco, Rudolph, and Gasimlr were 
present ^ 

■U Fulda Father LawTence built a new/parish- 
house m 1924 of which he vvas |iistly proud. On 
‘ Jniie‘7, J937. as a rc.sult of a defective clniiiney, 
this house burned down, but most of the contents 
were saved With the insurance and the help of 
his parishioners, a new house vv.is built that same 

On October 6, 1935. Father LawrenSc cel- 
abrated his golden pibilcc of the priesthood m r'ul- 
da, and on Oefober 13, in Willmont, At St Jo¬ 
seph’s parish the jubilee Mass was celebrated, out¬ 
doors the altar being erected on the bast side of 
the church. Before Mass tlib trustees o'f the parish/ 
presented Father Lawrence with a nev^' chalice aiK^ 
a golden vcstnicnt^vhich Father Lawrence blessed 
)ust before the jubilee Mass Gertrude Wcglcitncr, 
representing the school children, recited an address 
and presented a spiritual bouquet Nma Julia Lox- 
terkanip, Nora Butfingcr and Christina Wcgleit/icr. 
presented a golden crown and the host for the Mass 
On a silken cushion. Abbot Severin preached the 
jiibilcc sermon in German and stressed- the fact 
that honors given to a priest are really shown to 
Christ, since the pnest is Christ’s .representative 
Prior Peter was assistant priest. Father Aloysius 
and Gregory were deacon and subdeacon. Fathers 
Dominic and Benedict assisted Father Abbot at 
the throne and Father Stephen vvas .Master of cere¬ 
monies, and the choir of St. John’s Church sang at 
the service. Kboutvtwenty uniformed musicians un¬ 
der the direction of Mr. Hugh MacDonald, prin¬ 
cipal of the Humboldt Separate School, entertamed 
the gu'ests. During the afternoon many priests 
and .others arrived to congratulate the inbilarian 
Tliis was the first golden sacerdotal jubilee celebrat¬ 
ed in St. Peter’s Colony On October 13 at Will- 
nimit, the )ubilarian vvas also presented with a gol- 
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To the ic;il of Katlicr lldoplioiiic, tlic pastor 
ut I'likl.i, is to be ascribed the fouiidtiig of bt. 
1 m nil,, I Mismiiii 111 tliL disiiitl oi l'il;;ii, .illu I'hl 

mis'.iDii 111 llie s.iinc iiaiiie west of Hiiiiiboldt (Dis- 
iiiij liiul been abandoned. Tire first Benedictine to 
M l fiHit in tins locality was Initlurr Brnno when he 
iiispctlcd the land on Seirteinlrdr >0. I'H);. t)n 
).in. 2i. U)07. at a meeting presided over by Prior 
Hiiini). in the home of Mr. John Tnkan, it was 
(h'culcd that a parochial sclipol should be erected 
nil section ih, township 19, r.nwe 23; It was to be 
limit of logs and uonid also scq!l(i-|is a chnich. Tht 
fiilliniiiig trnslees were elected: llenn' \\ iriz. Phili]) 

I h isclihaeker and Joseph Stanber. Togs were cut- 
.iml himlcd that winter and the ' building was 
eiiinpleled dnrhig thc sninmcr, so that'Fathcr Ild.c- 
phnnsc was able to celebrate Holy Mass in it on 
\ni;ii'f 4. IhflP. A choral Mass was sung, the choir 
consisting of the .Adolph Lange family, members 
of the nesv iiilssion. Since Father Ildephonse was 
fiillv occupied with his own parish and nhssioii. 
Father ncrnard, .and later Faflicr Boniface, cam? 
from Mnenster by horse and buggy to attend the 

AVlicyi iP.itlicr Casimir took np his residence at 
Marvsbiirg iir, 1915, he w.as also'given charge of 
Si Bcniard’s Mission. Soon the congregation- de¬ 
cided to build a new church and a bnildinr: fund 
" IS started. A'new location on higher ground was 
selected, the southeast comer of the northwest 
cpiartcr-of section 12, township 40, range 23. a mile 
and a half north of the log church, and Mr. Joseph 
.Stanber donated 10 acres of his homestead. Biiild- 
ing began in the spring of 191S. finring Jiilv about 
2s teams hauled brick and building matcri.al from 
Ilnnibo'ldt. and the sjme month the seven fofit 
fnniidation was completed.- Mr. Kiirt Hcmpel (if 
Bniiio "ns named contractor for the ma.son work 
iiid hrieklaying. The' dimcn.sions of the building 
"ere 10,3 \-49. interlocking tiles forrrfcd the walls 
.and estimated cost was about SI 2.000 In record 
I line the church was completed and the people of 
PiVer were justly proud of their achievement. Since 
il lys .a hcanrifnl location the new ehnrrh with 
Its slatclv tower can be seen from a great distance, 
i- 'Hriatlv since it received a coat of white stucco 


meinor.ible event for the; people was the 
blessing of their einneh on .August 1, 1920, by Ab¬ 
bot Aiich.iel, lie had Ih.ly .Ma,ss at S a.m. at 
which 26 children received their first Holy Coin- 
nuniiim. .\l 10 a.m., he’ hlcssed the church and . 
Solemn Ihghin.iss fiilhiwecl. Piior Peter was cele- 
hr.inl. hr. Casnnii de.icon .ind Fr. W’.ilter Reger, 
OSH, a member of St. John’s .Nbbcf-, Collcge- 
s ille, Minn., snbde.icon. Prior Peter briefly reviewed 
the history of the Pilgcr-j-luirch during Ins sermon, 
and .\bbot Michael congratulated the congrega¬ 
tion and their pastor on the great work accoinplisli- ' 
cd. He also esplaincd the importance and signific¬ 
ance of the Sacrainent of Confirmation before he 
confirmed a class of 40. .After the Tc Dcuni the 
people "cut to the old log chnrch and partook of 
a plentiful dinner, which flic ladies of the parish 
had prepared. Tlic receipts from the dinner and 
the parish fcstisal which follosvcd amounted to 
31,4120. 

,A new parish school of tiles was erected about 
50 yards to the north of the new chnrch and was 
nearly completed at the time of the blessing of the 
church. Tlic number of children attending in 1920 
was 45; the number of parishionen was 274, con¬ 
sisting of 48 families and 11 single adults. 

On May 31. 1923, Fr. Joseph Leo Mutter, a * 
member of the Congregation of the Precious 
Blood. Carthagena. Ohio. in. the presence of his 
aged mother and relatives., offered up his first 
solemn Highmass in St. Bernard’s Church. He was 
assisted by Father Matthias as assistant priest, by 
Father Casimir, as deacon, and Father Pius Mutter, 
a brothw of the celebrant, as subdeacon. Father 
Casimir preached in English and Ftither Rudolph 
in German. In 1927 Father Pins Mutter was nr-■ 
dained and also held his first Mass here. 

. An addition of two rooms to the church was 
built in 1930, large enough to lodge the pastor on 
his visits and to serve as office. Father Matthias 
made use of it the first time in Jan.. 1931. Shortly 
after his' (Tenth on June 27. 1931, Father John w!ts 
placed in charge of St. Bernard’s as indicated in 
the Ma’rvsburg annals. He bestowed the .same 
pastoral care as his predccc.ssors and made numer¬ 
ous improvements and alterations including an nil 
heating system, electric lights and stuccoing the 
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ari^k, tz/^nnakeim 
and >S>t- '^iHartink'i ^Ifli^^i^'^ion 


On JiiK 25, 1903, Prior Alfred, Initlicrs Dominic 
.111(1 Pder drove in a heavy wagon to Dead iMoo.w 

I, v.lkie F.ither Peter was left to .spend the 
night ill a tent. Tlic next inorning he w.i.s tahen 

Ohv Ml Pilei I'link to William Krei/.cnheck’s house 
..'"■,(1 ! ,d lilt l.ike for the first Sunday services in St. 

'|K„ph's t’.iTisIi. In tlie iiie.intinic Prior Alfred and 
iMlIitr noininic, who Ijad arrived at the little log 
i.ihiii piiorv at Miienster three days before, pro¬ 
ceeded on a faint wagon trail in an easterly direc¬ 
tion for a distance of .'tbont 12 miles to the home 
ol Nii \dmi Specht, the southwest ciii.irtcr of 
Stetiori 10'. township 39. range 20, The nest 
'iio iiiiig. Jiilv'2fi. each celebrated Ma.s.s in uliat.-is 
now the parish of Artnalleim. Since that dayw.is 
111 f. Kt of'St,_ .'\nn. the mother of the Rtessed 
X'l'-'in. the new parish was called St. Ann.' l.atcr 
the postoffice was changed to Annahcim, “the 
home of Ann.” George Doepker served both Mas- 
St'S on that d.iy. Father Dominic was placed in 
charge of this parish, the fifth in the Colony. 

Present at that first .service were Mr. and Mrs,- 
\(l,inUjSpccht and their five children, and ncarlv 
,ill j:h(Cfollov\ing settlers: Anton F.vert/,. M'cnicr 

II, dlilich. Christoph' Hamling, Joseph Hoffmann, 

,1 nnl. Ilcnrv and Paul Lachmnth, Joseph Fasching. 
I'liihp Winter. Arignst RociiKpics, Fr.irik Doepker, 

a niiis Schumacher. Nicholas Kramer. Philip Hoff- 
Ml,in. Pdforj-Kracnlcr. Ray Litkcnhai)s,_ John 
Risc'hing. John ’I-lalbach. Peter Hoffmann; August 
Srlinh, -Fred Winter, Frank Schiltz. Andrew 

- Stingcl. Mrs. Joseph Hoffmann, Caroline floff- 

III, mn,. Ann Lac;hmuth, Mrs. W. Halbach, Mrs. 
liiniliiic and four children, John. Fr. .\ndrcw and 
p.oil I.ingnaii. Miss Mary Lingnan. Mrs Kracincr. 
Mis St.inecl. John Schultz. I.awrcnec Halbach. 
Mrs M^intcr and six children. Ben, Ceorge and' 
nicodorc Doepker, and Mrs. Roenspics and five 
eliildrcn 

Tlic next day Prior Alfred and Father Dominic 
set out with the same team and wagon for Rns- 
them. where a team of ponies and a hnggv were 
purchased from Mr. A. J. Adamson. Father Dom- 
nii wis very pleased at having acquired such a 
t p.iir of horses. A good team of'-horses was for 
thp.inissionary in tlie early days not only a pleasure 


.111(1 ,1 blessing^ hilt .1 necessity, since he h.id to 
,i'ii ipc.it ihst.-iiices. 

On \ugnst 13, 1903, Father Dominie took 
up rcsuLii.e 111 ,\im.ihcim, .iiid until the coiiipictiiin 
of the log cluncli, st.i)cd with the Wernei ll.il- ^ 
h.idi f.iiiiih .111(1 conducted services tlieie. On 
\iig. 2n, 191)3. llie southwest (piartcr of .sectiop 2. 
township 39, i.mge 20. was selected as liis lioiii.e- 
stead .111(1 .IS ehiireh site. On .^ugu,st 2‘> the four 
months' old child of .Adam F.iul died and vv.is 
huiied heie This was the first funeral in the new 
pirish On .Sept. 7. 1903. Frank Scliilt/, .\iulrcw 
St.iiigcl and Werner Halbach started work on the 
hv; (hiirch and dwelling for the pastor. TIic work 
went slow I,V since the settlers had more than cnoiieh 
'to do to provide for themselves the barest necessi¬ 
ties before winter. Father Dominic took a hand ' 
III its constriietinii. Tlierc v is ric.it jo" when 
holv Mass was offered the first time in the new 
log cluirch on Nov. 1 5. 1903. Tlie dimensions 
were Id x -14; one part was fpr the eluirih .nul an¬ 
other part, closed off by a partition, was the pas¬ 
tor's residence. Father Dominic moved into this 
iimisual parish bouse on Dec. 3, and his sister 
Frances was his first housekeeper. (She married 
NIr. \runld Dank later.) On the .same dav.the first 
wedding vyas celebrated in the church, the couple 
being Raymond Litkenhaus and Caroline Hoff¬ 
mann. Tlie first baptism was conferred Christmas 
dav on Philip Ernest George M'intcr.i the sponsors 
being George Doepker and Anna Lachmnth. On 
the s.inic dav Father Dominic .ilsn sang the first 
Highmass. and because no organ'was available, the 
choir sang to the accompaniment of a guitar. 

Father Dominic had the reputation of being 
a good book-keeper and mathematician. Making 
iisc of this knowledge, he calculated it would be 
easier for the pioneers to make their' purchases in 
Mclfort which was only about 38 milSs — as the 
bird flies — to the north of Annahcim while Rost- 
hem was 95. His figures impressed Mr. Paul l.ach- 
miith. and on Oct. 5, early in the morning, the Hvo 
. set out for Mclfort. The southern shore of T.ake 
I.cnorc where Bernard Gerwinghad his homestead, 
was easily reached. They then went along the east¬ 
ern .shore of the lake in a northerly direction, but 












i.ruii tiicuLintcrccl so mucli walct-soakccl, muddy 
gkjuad and marshes covered with )urrglc-hkc thiek- 
els, tliat they becante lost. It hegari to rartr and 
i.mied without ceasing; to add to tlieir imscry night • 
closed m on tlicm. Wet to the skin, cold and’ 
liuiigry, they had to halt and spend the night in 
(lie open. 'I'he horses also were tired and hungry. 

It was the most uncomfortable night Imthcr 
lloinmie ever spent. Tlicy decided to give up try¬ 
ing to find a way to Mclfort, and when morning 
u.v. lied they tried to find their way home. It was 
still i.iming, and finally at ,10 p.m, they tcached the 
hiinse of Bernard Gerwing, where they found 
sill Iter, fond and a’warm stove to dry their clothes. 

'I he first trustees of the Annaheim parish 
Mill I'lank nnepker. Minil I.acliinntli, I’lniip 
Winter .iiid John laiignan. Oiiiing the stiinnier of 
l iifl ,1 tun storey parish house. I S\2(i. uas ereiled 

: coming into the parish, a 
addition to, the cluirelj, was built 
I. 'Idle parishioners wanted a new church, 
fdlic crops of 1907 and 190S were poor. Ilow- 
1 the summer of 190S a loan at a rcason- 
■ililc rate of interest was obtained? and without de- 
lav the parishioners began to build a new church 
1.1 ree enough to fulfill all requirements and bc- 
autifii.l enough to be a credit to Aiin.ahcim. Diir- 
iiie Nferch. 1909. the lumber arrived at the sb.ition 
•It St. Gregor and was brought to Annalieiiii. Idle 
roiitr.ict for laying the foundation was let to ^t^. 
Ji'lm T Sehniitz, and by June 24 the building was 
far eiiniigli advanced so that the cornerstone could 
be blessed bw Prior Bruno. Tlic cost of the fnnn- 
(l.ition was S324, and the contract for the snper- 
stiiictnrc was let to Messrs. Samuel folinston and 
Midiael Briinn for SI 474. Tlic dinicnsinns were 
44 v 102. with a tower 108 ft Father lingo Tell, 
O S.R. of St. John’s .Abbev. Gollcgevillc. Minn., 
siipcrs iscd the building which was of Gothic design 
Hv Oct. 24. 1909, the new church was com- 
p'eted and divine scn'icc was held for the first 
lii’ie in it hv Father Peter, .since Father Dominic 
was absdnt for medical treatment. The three bells 
fi's the new church were blessed on .August''!, 
1900 bv Bishop Pascal, a.ssistcd by Prior Bruno. 
Fifhcr Bernard and Father D. Gamaehc. and nere 
ninicd St. .Ann. Blc.sscd Virgin Mare and St 
Ji’senli, \ftcr the blessing thev were placed in the 


touei ,iiid lung for the .\iigelus that evening. The 
solemn dedication of the church took place on 
jmie 19 , 1910 , uitii Bishop Pascal officiating. Fa¬ 
ther Dbmmic celebrated Iliglim.i.ss' at which a 
gioiip lit iliddren received their first Holy Gom- 
in.imnn .mil m the afternoon solemn A'esper.s were 
■"'ig ifler wliieli 69 children uere confirmed. 

On llie preceding day the Bishop c.ime frnin 
l.ite I.enore and was to he met by 14 horsemen a 
slinit dist.mce from .\miaheinr, and to he conducted 
to the church, where the ssholc congrcg.ilion w.is 
■ns.iiling Imn It was ,i very warm day. .About half 
■w.iv hclsseen I.ake Lciiorc and .\mi.ilieini a 
str.iiigc thing happened. It had all the appearance 
of a hnld-iip. A tall ntaii rushed out of the hush 
through which the road pa.sscd and stopped the 
huggs' in which the Bishop, and F.ithcrs A^incent 
Sbiffcrcr. Peter and Dnminic were riding. Tlic 
scare, howcs'cr, was otilv monrentary; and quickly 
rhiiigcd to pleasure. The man wns'Mr. John Kortc, 

' iiicinl'cr of the parish, who had erected a bower 
in the hush. In it was a chair for the Bishop and 
sniiir cool heer to quench'the tnn’cllors’ thirst. 
This friendiv gesture delighted the Bishop iui- 

n’cp.sclv 

On October 1, 1904. the St. Joseph’s Society, 
for men was c.stahlishcd and Frank Sehiltz was 
eliosci) president, Tire St. .Ann’s Christian Mothers’ 
Confraternih' was founded on Jnly 26. 1905, with 
.Mrs, Panlinn Lachmrith as president and in May 
190.8 St. Rose’s Sbd.ality for young Indies was 
established with Miss Appolonia Sasges as presi¬ 
dent. At this -time the parish had 70 families and 
56 single adrrlts. 

A feast of great joy for the pastor and parish¬ 
ioners was celebrated on July 2. 1911 when Father 
Martin Hoffmann, O.S.B.. of the Abbey of Mt. 
.An.gcl. Oregon, a brother of Father Dominic, offer¬ 
ed hi.s first solemn High Mass. ’Tire church was 
spccinllv decorated for thev occasion. Fr Dominic 
was the assistant priest and preached. Fathers Casi- 
mir and Joseph were deacon and stthdcacon. 

During a s’iolcnt thnnderstonn on Jiilv 10, 
1916. the tower of the church was stnrek hv light¬ 
ning igniting the hclfrv T.nckilv the fire was 
noticed at once and firefighters, among them Jos 
Asrhenhrenner. Lorn's Schoher and Jos. I.angcn. ex¬ 
tinguished the flames, and the church was sar-cd 

Father Dorninic was pa.stor of .Annaheim .al¬ 
most 15 vears. wdicu he was transfered to AVatsou. 












•It Annalieim. Nov. S-H, 1908, and at 
more Nov. 15-21. Holy Mass at Lake 
\;is ,it first vclfirr.ik’d in Ilcrn.ird Ocrum^'s 
nt by Christmas. 1904,- .a church 24 x 40, 
.lioir ioft, was c-omplctc'd 'PIic site w.is 
t. township 40, range 21. By the spring, of 
parish hoirse, 18 x 24 and 14 ft. high was 
apicted. The church had to be enlarged, 
icristv, sanctuary and tower were added, 
hng nailed to the log building made the 
ook better and easier to heat, 
her Bernard continued to guide St. Ann’s 
nd the mission at Lake Lenorc in the same 
his - prcdccesor. He was pastor nt Anna- 
irvcars and on Nov. 12, 1922, wasnppoint- 
resident pastor of St. Anthony’s Parisli at 
nnic. Here under liis supen’ision the pre- 
ck church and school were built in 1921 
2. As his successor at St. Ann’s Parish, .Ab- 
hacl named Father Joseph Wickcl and as- 
0 him also mission of St. Gregor, 
her Joseph was in charge of St. .Ann’s 
our months when the parish was \isitcd 
nt misfortune. On March 2, 1923. after the 
of the Cross, behveen four and five pm. 
vas seen rising from the roof near the 
• close to the winter chapel attached to 


had I'.ithcr Peter as assistant priest. Father T 
as dc.icon and Father 3\'ilfrid as subdeae 
• Abbot Michael preached. The blessing of 
bell, donated bv the Lingn.uis, had to be po 
on account of a very heavy rain. 

After the disaster of March 2, the ci 
tion determined to erect a new church. It 
he a temporarv but solid concrete basement 
F.xcavation started on July 23. The din 
were 126 x 42, with the transept measuring 
Despite pressing harxest work, 18 to 24 
. the parish assisted every day in pouring t 
Crete for the walls. To complete them to : 
of 14 feet, 1755 bags of cement, 350 loads 
and gravel and 40 loads of stones were i 
well as the stones from the foundation of 
frame church. The interior and exterior 
basement church were completed in 1924, 
Sept. 14 Abbot Michael blessed it. Next dax 
scrx’iccs were held for Mrs. John Reiter. 1 
been a very active member of the Christiai 
ers, and died after two days’ illness at 
of 65. 

A new parish house svas erected unde 
Joseph’s direction in 1926, Next year the ' 
Nuns of Bruno took charge of the I.nirier 
near the church, and the former parish he 
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A successful mission was preached from 
July 25 to Aug. 1, 1926, by Fr. Cyril Mohr, C.P. 
On June 5, 1928, Abbot Severin conferred the 
I.icrliinent of Confinnation on 45 children, who 
in the morning had made their Solemn Corn- 
nuinioii. On the same occasion the Ordinary con¬ 
ducted the canonical visitation of the parish and 
MMled the cemetery where he said the prescribed 
pi.ivcrs for the deceased of the parish. 

On July 26, 1928, St. Ann's Parish celebrated 
the silver jubilee of its founding. Abbot Severin 
irleliritccl Pontifical Iliglnnass with I’ather Joseph 
.IS assrstant priest. Fathers Casiinir and Marcclliis 
■IS deacons of honor. Fathers Bernard as deacon of 
the M.i.ss. and Matthias as subdeacon. Father 
nouiiiiic dclivc red the sermon in which he re¬ 
viewed the history of the parish and showed how 
God blessed the parishioners during the twenty 
five vears. 

\nother feast in which the parish of Annaheim 
sh.ired was the silver jubilee of Father Joseph's 
nrdiu.ition at which Abbot Severin' preached. The 
lust eleven years of Father Joseph's life were years 
of siiffcrui!; lie died April 2.5. 1947. During most 
of these years he had help on Sundavs from 
Vmaisler. F.ithers Aloy.siiis. M’ilhani. Philip, and 
"Mon.in assisting at various times. After his death. 

I allu'i .Movsius was appointed administrator iintil_ 

1' itlici M.itthew was named pastor by .Abbot 
Sneriirvvliii also assigned St. Martin's Mission to 

The second .son of St. Ann's Parish to be raised 
III the priesthood. Father•Leander Dosch, O.S.B., 
of Si Peter's Abbey, cclebrateS his first solemn,, 
llighin.iss on Sunday, June 11, 1950, with Father 
M.itthew. as a.ssistant priest, and l*’athers Leo and 
• M'llli.ini dc.accvi' and siibdeacori. Abbot Severin 
pic.iehcd, cvtolling the great powers of a- priest 
mill God's mercv.to His children. ■ 

In September 1952. Father Matthew was ap¬ 
pointed pastor of St. Boniface Parish- at Leofeld 
and of the mission ofitJic'Hplv Family, and Father' 
P.iiil was named pastor of Annaheim and the 


.siun of St. Martin. During his stay at Annaheini" 
Fatlier Matthew inaugurated tlie electrification of 
most farms in the parish, later expanding tliis.great 
niiprovcincnt in other areas. Tliis was the first 
large tnr.il electrification project in Saskatchewan 
.mil h.is hceii followed in other districts. To show- 
llieii .ippiecialioii'for his efforts people of the 
parish and neighboring places donated a car to him 
shiirllv .liter his transfer to St. Boniface Parish. 

'Die following young ladies of the parish of 
St. .\iin dedicated their lives to the service of God: 
Mother .Aloysia Dank, Mother Carola H.ilh.ich. 
Sister Iiiielda Doepker and Sr. Bernarda Mueller. 
Ursiilincs at Briiiio: Sr, Anna Marie Lange, O.S.F., 
Ilf Iliiniholdt: St. Mathilda Dank, Sr. Man' Abrda 
' Dank, Sr. Mary Oliva Ilagcrty, Sr. Mary Ans.ibic 
Kcniicdv, Sisters of the Missions. Regina. Brothers 
Bernard and Aloysius Lange arc at the .Abbey 

III July 1952 Father Cclcstinc Kapsiier, O.S.B., 
of St. John's Abbey, preached a siicce.ssfiil litiirgi- 
c.il mission here and at St. Martin. Fatliei M.irtin. 
O.F.M., .also held a mission several years before. 

Father Dominic visited the district wherein 
the church of St. Martin now stands during the 
Slimmer of 1905 offering the first Holy Mass there, 
and Fr. Chrysostom visited the sparsely populated 
district at intervals during the following years. A 
log church was built by the settlers and blessed on 
June 20, 1910 by Bishop Pascal who also con¬ 
firmed a number of settlers. When Fr. Chrys¬ 
ostom had to undergo an operation in 1959, the 
mi.ssion was attended bv the pastor of Fngclfeld. 
Many a time Father Matthew, while pastor of 
F.ngelfcld, had some trying experiences during the 
winter, in making his visits on horseback. The dis¬ 
trict is somewhat low arid the snow drifts were 
isiinictiincs monntaiiious From .Annaliciin there 
is now a fairly good road straight cast to the mis¬ 
sion. In 1950'a new frame church was erected un¬ 
der the direction of. Father Matthew, a church 
which is credit to the rather small congregation of 
St Martin. 
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!:^ake !^enore and , ^ameA 


liy the end of June' 1920 the ijew C.N.R. line 
Infill Humboldt to Xlclfort was constructed through 
•SI. Anthony’s parish. Tlic site for the station and 
new town of Lake Lcnorc was about a mile smith 
of file church which had been erected in 1904. On 
the toHusitc a number of busiiiess plaees. inelud- 
ing .1 bank and an elevator, had been built even 
before the railroad reached it. Tire joy of the people 
«as great when their comparative isolation ended 
.nul it was but natural that they longed for a new 
church and school, large enough to'piccomodatc 
the increasing population. A meeting of the parish¬ 
ioners was held on Oetoher 3. 1920. hut no definite 
decision was reached. At another meeting Nov. 21., 
1920. it was decided to build a new church and 
school near the station. At a meeting on Feb. 20. 

Father Bernard, consisting of Nicholas Schuler. 
Nicholas Berseheid. John Genving. I’rcd Riederer. 
and the trustees of thd parish. By the end of March 
s.ind and gravel was already being hauled to the site 
chosen in the north scch'on of the to,wn. and in 
Jiilv the concrete for the _bascmcnt of the church 
and school had been poured. Mr. Anton Stadclman 
secured the contract for the constniction of both 
buildings. 

The cornerstone laying for each of tlic build¬ 
ings Ofcnrrcd on Ang. 21 1921. Abbot Michael 
' celebrated.pontifical Mass in the old church with 
Prior Peter and Father Casimir assisting, and Prior 
Peter briefly explained the ceremonies of blessing 
•n'lKyjvmg the conicrstonc. After Mass the clergy 
imd the people marched in procession to the site 
of 'the new church and school. Father Bernard was 
iii.istcr of■’ccrdmonics and Fathers Peter. Casimir. 
and Andrew assisted the Abbot. A prayer was recit¬ 
ed before the cross which was erected at the place 
wbcrC'the altar in the church was to stand. After 
‘'the conierstone. which is a symbol of Christ, was 
laid, the walls were sprinkled with holy water. After 
the laving of the cornerstone for the school flic 
\hbot preached, pointing out the absolute necessity 
of hasang a good Catholic school. Onlv by means 
of a thorough Catholic education can good Cath¬ 
olics he formed, he said, and without a good school 


the election of a church is almost useless. He con- 
gr.itulatcd the people of Lake Lcnorc and their 
pastor for providing not only a church but also a 
school. I 

that St. Anthony of Padua w.is chosen patron of 
the church on the day of the first Holy Mass in 
the district by Father Dominic on M.iy 29. 1904. 
at the home of Mr. Bernard Gerwing. At a meeting 
on October 23, 1904, the site of. the church was 
chosen. Bernard Genving and Peter. W'olsfcld were 
each willing to donate five acres of land. At. t)ic 
first service a collection was taken up by Father 
Dominic as the start of a building fund, and it 
amounted to $167. Friends from Pierx, Minn., 
also contributed, .so that h.alf the expenses of build¬ 
ing were paid, and all work was done gratis. Mr. 
Michael Hoffmann superintended the building. 

\\'’hcn Father Dominic was absent at the be¬ 
ginning of 1905, Father Chrysostom looked after 
the mission for two months, besides attending Dead 
Moose L.akc and Fulda. TTie first Highmass at 
Lake Lcnorc was celebrated on March 19, 1903. 
Mr. Hoffman and his sons built the first altar, and 
Mr. Louis 'Walter, an expert joiner, built the 
tabernacle. On Mav 14. 1905, the members of the 
Mission decided to build a parish house, and it, 
u.is finished in the s|)ring«f 1906, Tlic debt on the 
church on July 14. 1905, amounted to $100, A 
parish fcstiv.al on Dominion .Day, 1906, netted 
$62, Mr, Math. Butala. who arrived in 1905. 
brought a vestment, a monstrance, a holy water 
font and a sprinkler. Up to that time the priest used 
a twig from a tree, or an herb from the field for 
the .Asperges. 

On. Aug. 23. 1905. Bishop Pascal paid his first 
visit to Lake Lcnorc. He blcs.scd the church, con¬ 
firmed a group of young people, and preached in 
English. Prior Alfred spoke in German. After 
hasa'ng blessed several other churches and confirm¬ 
ed many young people, he returned to Lake Lc- 
nore, in August. 1906, on this occasion Joseph 
Gaetx and Fred Wm. Gerwing, two expert boat¬ 
men, took him across the lake-to St. Brieux. They 
started the trip in the morning and by evening 













riic Bishop visited Lake Lenore again on June 
I'HO. and remained until June 18. Tatlier 
inic brought him in his buggy, accompanied 
athcr Vincent Schiffrer, O.S.B., of St. John’s 
y, and Father Peter of Mucnstcr. Two miles 

of 12 musicians met the distinguished visitor 
.scorted him' to the church. Trees were "plant- 
ilong the road and arches erected. 'When the. 
ip arrived at the Church he imparted his blcss- 
0 the people who had gathered to meet him. 
day Father Dominic celebrated High Mass 
ig which six children received their first Holy 
innnion. In the afternoon Pontifical Vespers 
snng. the Bishop confirmed 25 children, and 
a very instructive address. Bishop Pascal visit- 
.ikc Lenore for the last time on August 19, 

, and again administered the sacrament of 

Father Dominic was pastor of Sfr^nthony’s 
inn from the beginning until tunc 4, 1918, 

1 he was appointed pastor of| Watson. On 
al occasions during his absence, services were 
IK Id In l■■athcrs Chrv.sostoin, Boniface. C.isi- 
Bctnard, Hugo Tell, Peter Fischer and Prior 
•. Until 1917 services were held every second 
lav, and then, at least in the summer, every 
l.n By 1919 the Catholic population of the 
h was 489, so that it was clear that a new 
rh and school were neccss.in- It w.is decided 
cct both on the northeast quarter of section 
ownship 89, range 21, on the five acres which 
ird Oenving had donated. THc-diiucnsinns of 
nen church were 110x50 with a full base- 
12 ft. high. 'Tlic interior of the church from 

storcr school with full basenipn't w.vs 66x,5l) 
In the issue of Oct. 3, 1921, the St. Peter's 
published the following names of the pioneers 
attended the first Floly Mass on hlay 1‘f, 
in the home of Bernard Gerwing: Peter 
land, Peter Schuler, Franl: J. Suchy, Jas. Wei- 
Nick Schemenauer, F.dw. J. Linda. Joseph, 
lonv, Henry, Bernard, Agnes, Elizabeth. Susan 


Doyscher, Hanna, F'canccs, Rosa and Michael Hoff 
- in.nni, Marg. and Raymond Suchy, Hcrm. Schmidt 
Peter Wolsfcld, Frank, Anthony, Anna and F. P 
Revering. 

On April 20, 1922,’ the large nc\v school wa; 
opened with an enrollment of over 100 children ii 
the two class rooms. Four Sisters from Bruno wen 
placed 111 charge of the school, the two teacher 
lieiiig Mother Clara and Sister Magdalene. Tin 
other two/were Sister Mcchtild and Sister Cres 
centia, thc'lattcr in charge of the kitchen. Anothe 
room was'opcncd in Sept. 1922, and later, a fourth 
when the number of pupils reached over IfiO ii 
grades one to eight. Since it was a parochial school 
pupils from the entire parish were enrolled, Owini 
to special circumstances, the school was convertci 
into a public school, in 1930>Ait since 1935 thi 
Sisters arc again tftching there. 

By the middle of July, 1922, the cement flnn 
in the basement of the new church was finished 
and from then until the blessing of the church 
Ilnlv Mass was celebrated there. By this time, too 
the excavation for the new pariah house sva 

Father Bernard took up residence in th 
parish on Nov. 17. and on the following Dec. S 
the feast of the Irfiraaitulatc Conception, the chiircl 
Was dedicated. Abbot Michael arrived with Fathc 
Dominic .shortly before 10 a _.m. and was condnctci 
in procession bv Father Bernard and the server 
into the church. Tlic choir sang "Ecce sacCrdo 
magnus" which was spcciallv composed for thi 
occasion. After- the dedication Father Bernard cel 
chrati^d Highitiass, and Father Dominic, th 
founder of the parish, preached. After Mass Abbo 
Michael addressed the congregation' and congratv 
latcd them, remarking' that "the churches of Si 
Peter’s Colons’ must be counted among the mos 
bc.intiful in all Western Canada.” He also spok 
of his recent visit to Rome, and imparted th 
Anostolic Benediction. 

By Nov..'1923. the new parish house, like 
svisc a brick building, erected bv Mr. Stadclmai 
ss'.is completed, and Father Bernard moved into il 

Tlic first solemn' Ilighmass of Res Lon 
Cws'iin look olacc on August 3. 1924. He had bee 
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MuLnitcr by Abbot Michael Hi!, a.ssislaiits uclc 
1 atlicis CoMiias and Wilfrid anil ^Bernard who dc- 
Tiu'rcd the sermon. y\bbot Michaef was.also present 
with Fratcr Francis,_ the present pastor, of Laic 

' Father Bernard, who in the space of tlircc 
• reals li.i'd dirceled Ihc binkhng of the beautiful 
(liiireh. school and pan§h house, was'transferred 
to St Benedict in the .s^ummer of 1,924, and-Fa- 
tiler Rudolph succeeded Inin \ ffircHcll cekbr.!*- 
tioivwas held on August 20, Tlic financial report 
it the tune showed thSt the three, new buil^'rigs,' 
toocthcr with three acres of land, cost about $64,- 
flOO anfl that there was a debt of about $38,000, 
wliifh was paid when cconoinic conditions iin- 

.The lawn, shrubs,and trees around thc^rcctorv 
111(1 the schopl grounds, arc the fruit of Father 
Rudolph’s personal lalxirs. Another achievement uj. 
connection with the church must be cited, the 
.purchase and importation of four church bells from 
Ocrm.inv Tlicsc were blessed b\ Right Rc\ Scrcr- 
111 Ocrtlcn on Sunday, Nov 9. 1930 .Fr..Rudolph 
was justly proud of these bells and whciicscr dis¬ 
tinguished visitors arrived he delighted in ringii|g 
them and was highlvCplcascd when thev admircjl 

On {line 23, 1929, he had the'happiness of 
observing the silver jubilee of his ordinatinii, and 
f’’’'shared his joy. He celebrated a solemn 
Uitth.'Kfass-at 10.00 am, with Fathers Dominic 
.i'. (Ip.f^on and Marccllu's as subdeacon ,inrl Mibot 
.fScserin delivered the festal Sermon After the 
,scr''ices th'erb’followed a banquet prepared by flic 
parishioners, Jayd many gifts were presented m- 
' eluding some ^bm former pafishitJliers at St. Bene¬ 
dict Tlie baitdfji'from Labe Lenore and St. Bcnc- 
diet provided music, and a number of his con- 

• frercs \y^_^prcsent Shcjrtly after the celchration 
'•"'f ,itlic‘Ftj\l)hnt permitted Father Rudolph, who per-' 

liips liinrcythnn ^amr b,f the other Fathers bore tlic 
Inrdsbips-,'nf the piotrcer,^da5S. to italc a-well 
desewed Vjfgt'ibn in‘,th'a'’la’nd of bis’birth It was 
dimng this’ Yisit that- he secured the bells 
uo? The’Volksverefh-'of §t.* PelCT’s-Colonytheld 

CtmVention at Lake- Leriore ,o'n July 8-9, 

• first day Father Rudolph ^lebrated 
^ ^S^sj^S^Ryflighmas and Prior Pete^ delivered the 

j/sfpnjjn; on'the second day Afebot’Michael- cclfebrat- 

-Cl 


'ed Ikiiitific.il iligliinass, with Pnor Peter as assist- 

.is deacons of honor, - Fathers Fridolin and Mar- 
cellur'ycacon ’alid siibdc.icon of the Mass, In the 
■ .iftcrnoon, Fathers Aiig. Kicrdorf, O bhl., and 
Joseph SittcnauCr, Q.SB., gave addresses in which 
they pointed ouf-'llic aims .and purposes of the 
Volksvcrcin 

During an amateur talent broadcast over the 
CKBI radio .station at Prince Albert in 'flie even¬ 
ing'dfXlct.'11>194I',, Mr George Gcnving, pioneer 
-postmaster of Lake Lenore, .'gas c the follow iiig in¬ 
formation ‘"Die government official who surveyed 
; fins part of SaskatcheiVan ha(l a daughter -by the 
na,nie of Lenora. Wlien'he came to the lake whicb- 
extended from to\vnship’39 almost to township 43;, 
and nearly 18 miles long, he named it Lenora 
I akc- A\9icn this comnumity received its first post- 
rifficc in *1904, it was’ also called Lenora Lak6, 
blit m September 1939, the name was changed to 
L.ikc Lenore, ns it was then commonly called', 'Die 
I’llligc IS situated on the Humboldt-Melforf-C N 
R line, in the centre of a very progressive farming 
eommimitv Die railroad was built in 1920, and 
until that time the farmers had to haul their grain . 
' to the elcrators’ at Humboldt or Ivluenster, some 
18 to 20 miles. Die farmers of the surrounding dis¬ 
trict arc mostly Canadian bom,' their parents, who 
arc the real pioneers, having come here chiefly from 
the United States Die vill.igc itself, with ,i pojiu- 
lation of 300, has five elevators, with a capacity of 
426 000 bnsbcls We have a bank, the b.mk nf 
, Montreal, with a staff of three, one hotel and beer- 
parlor, two general stores, one groccrv store and 
iiieiit market, two hardware store, a drug store, 
pool and billiard hall, telephone exchange w'ltb 24- 
.liniij- serMCC. four oil companies, two garjges. 
blacksmith shop, lumber yard, six- macbfn'e com¬ 
panies'and a begntx’ parlor. . . ? Die surrounding 
coiiJitrv IS specially adapted to grain and mixed 

I^rs'cstock raising is a profitable source of 
income , for the farmers, as there were an average 
of 70 hogs and -J? head of cattle shipped from' 

, this station weekly during the last twelve months ” 
,-Mrr Genving also liientioned that 25 young men 
from the district had enlisted in the various branch¬ 
es of the armed forc^f-of Canada^ "Die Lake north 
of the.village, he sCated, has^three kinds of fish. 
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lOat^o.n, ^ncjeileld, 0olDaW ' <& • 


r Alfred Mayer, visited tlie settlers in per- 
iicvCr possible and selected places most 
nt and centrally located- for establishing 
posts and future parishes. The fathers un- 
h.irge followed his c.vainplc and at his bid- 
:cd the scattered settlers, encouraging them 
ging thcili the consolations of the Church. 
August 1, 1903, Prior Alfred sent bather 
ith Mr. K. J. Lange, president of the Catli- 
lenient Society, to the eastern part of St. 
boluiiy. There on Sunday, August 2, 1903, 
rated the first Holy Mass in the lent of 
Ilk Kiiitz on the northwest 411.11 ter of see- 
township 36, r.mgc 19, now part of the 
t the Holy Guardian Angels of h'.ngclfcld. 
f’ctcr's report so impressed Prior Alfred 
visited the same territory with Mr. Lange. 
August 16, also a Sund.iy, he cclcbr.itcd 
iss in the house of Peter llcilmann on the 
St cpiarter of section IS, township'37, range 
roximatcly five miles north of the present 
M'atson. This was the first time Holy 
IS celebrated in the district which now lies 
the Parish of Uic Sacred Heart, .Watson, 
second visit to the ■eastern part of the 
Father Peter said Holy Mass oii Sunday, 
30, 1903. He "had been instructed by Prior 
n dedicate the mission fin the future parish 
Ifcldl to the Holy Guardian Angels. August 
happened to be the Sunday on which thO 
tine Order that year cejebrated the Feast ^ 


eastern part of the Colony the first time, tlicy ar 
rivCd late in the evening of August 15, 1903, a 
the log c.ibiii of John Beilin .iinl P.iul W.rIioH/ 
Nobod)’ was home, and the door was locked, bu 
"necessity knows no l.iw," and the two visitor 
In...eh liieii way into the house and went to slee[ 
.itle'i unhitching their horses and feeding them 
niiiing the night John Bcttin returned and 
uolimig lli.il the cabin was occupied, cried out 
' \\ ho is lieie?" Two voices at once replied: "Fa 
Ihei Mfied! .Mr. Lange'" Since our pioiiccre, hki 
the (iisl^ tinisli.ins. "li.id .ill’lliiugs in tonnnoii' 
( \i Is 3, 4-11. there w.is no forcible eviction, bu 
i.-lliei .iiiikIi joy and gl.idlie.ss. Next morning, a 
.ilre.idv inenlioiicd. Prior Alfred said the,first llol 
M.iss Ml wh.it is now the Sacred Heart Parish i) 


r.illier Pcicr spent thc,friight in the same lo 
e.ilnu November 21, 1903, after a missionary C' 
liericiice of which he still has a vivid remembrance 
He Ic'ft Mnnester on Saturday morning with 
le.nn of horses that had made a tiresome trip froi 
Rosthem the day before. Although there was sno' 
on the ground, he had to use £fic democrat wagoj 
for no sleigh was on hand! llTicn lie reached 
dilapidated stable on the cast bank of a creek 
few miles southeast; of the present town of S 
Gregor (about 1 5 miles from Muenster), he sto] 
ped, fed his team, made a fire, thawed out -tli 
piece of bread he had in the pocket of his fi 
coat, and ate his dinner. Then he continued h 
trin. Tic had travelled about 25 miles wh"" 
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lull i..is\ lo find even in dayUijht, and now it w.ib 
ni;lil' After covering a mile or hvo lie stopped Ins 
ti.iiii .nid jelled as Kind as lie could. 'I'lic only 
respiinse was tile liowl of .1 eovole. On lie went 111 
lU lint, ,iiid .igain after a mile lie tried liis vocal 
.iiiiK Ills slionts were heard by John Betlin. who ' 
'I'jii.illeil with a hintcrn. and guided by the light, 

111 leached his. dc.stiiiatioii .safely. During the night 
.1 lili//,ird arose, adding to the snow already on 
the ground. Amid wind and blowing snow Inithcr 
I’ller was conducted the next morning to the log 
house of Valentine Locb on section 2-1. township; 
V, range 19. where he .Said Holy Mass and preached 
on the end of the world and the I.ast jndgement. 
for it was the last Sunday after Pentecost. Rc- 
r.iiise of the stonnv ycatlicr, only a few people 
were present. Snow.was melted to serve as water 
for the Lavabo at Ma.ss. and during the Mass, 
snow on the sod roof began to melt and trichle 
down on the attar, which was pn-mred on n t-iPIr. 
Confessions were heard on a |vondcn box. the best 
seat available. On October 1;. 1905, Father Peter 
bipti/ed T.ouis Franh Auchstacjtcr, the infant son 
of Jacob Aiichstacttcr, at his homestead on .section 
50. township 55. range IS. 

So imicli snow fell during the following win¬ 
ter that by Marth. 1904. it was practicallv im¬ 
possible for a team to make the trip from Mnciister 
to the Quill Lake plains, but in Mav Father Peter 
rpent a whole week in the district, saving Mass in 
.1 iiiiinber of homes. On May 14 he baptizeej Fran¬ 
cis S-,;b-c.ter Knlline. son of Mr. .ind Mrs .\ntnn 
K'olhii'.' who liscd on the southeast qn.irtcr 'of 
section 15, township 5(5. range 19. On Mav P he 
crossed the Iron Spring Creek on'a raft and said 
M.i's in the house of^Frank Vossen. Tlie large 
.iiiioiint of water from the melting snow made 
the creek resemble a river. Wading in ice-cold 
w iler np to his chest, Frank Vossen pulled the. 

1 ift witlrthc priest and the altar utensils aerbss the 
creek hv means of a long rope. On Nlav 15 Father 
Peier said FIolv'Ma'ss 'in, the house of .Anton Partsch 
anti baptised his daughter Rbgina. who is now Sis¬ 
ter Cecilia, an Ursuline nun of Iltnno. On Mav 19 
he reeched Mrs .\nton Iliifnage^ into the Chnrrh-. 
Iui sponsors at the conditional barjtism were Regina 
Flol/ .mcl Joseph X'nssen.'Fhc scnibcs and baptism 
took place on Mr. Joscph-Tlufnagcl’s Homestead on 
section'd, township 58, range IS. The baby'Francis 


S)Hester Kolhng died .1 tew d.iys .iftcr baptism 
ami w.is Iniricil on May-Zl. 1904, this being the 
fiisl bnri.il in the district. 

Fioin jiilj 3 to October S Father Matthuis ' 
Stegcr. O.S.B.. attended the Catholic settlers m 
■ this district. On August 15. 1904. he blessed the' 
m.irii.ige of John Soimiier and Mary Langhcim,' 
the first marriage in the eastern part of St. Peter's 
Colony. Father Peter agajn took charge from Oc¬ 
tober s until Prior Alfred appointed Father Bene¬ 
dict Sleigcnbcrgcr. O.S.B.. to that poSt. Father 
Benedict took up his residence in a small log cabin 
on Jacob Spring’s farm. Spring’s house, a separate 
building with two comparatively largeirooms'. served 
as a place of worship oh Sundays, and in thjs house 
on Christmas Day. 1904. Father Peter celebrated 
the first Highinass within the future parish of 

Two davs after: the arris-al of Father Benedict. 
a mcctiiig of the Cath olic settlers, the followin. 


trustees were clcctcJfortHcAyatson-p.irislr Joseph 
Ackermann, Peter Bartscli, Adam Fiicrstcnlicrg. 
Johp Sommer and John ‘Wildes. .At a meeting on 
jZcbriinrv 19. 1906, at which Prior Alfred presided, 
it was decided that the district be diviclcd into 
two parishes, the one for Watson to he called the 
Sacred Heart Parish, ^ant] the other the Fngclfcld 
Parish. It was further decided that a church was 
to be, erected as soon ns possible in or near the 
rising town nf3^'atspn. Cinic Canadian National 
R.iilroad was iindcif.^constrnction in 1904. and 
■ the railwav company decided to honor Senator 
Watson by naming .the new town after him.) for . 
the congregation of the Holy Guardian Angels' 
Rirish the followang trustees were elected at the 
" same meeting: Henrx' Nordick, ' John Pitka and 
John Bcttin. ' 

.At Fngclfcld under Father Benedict’s direction 
a log ,clmrclP2fl x 50 feet w'ith a small stocky 
towcr.' was started south of the railway station on 
the land -of Joseph Nordick. and completed by the. 
middle of JnlsA 1905. This little church was so¬ 
lemnly blessed on i^ngust 16. 1905, by Bishop Pas- 
c.al. O M.l.. who also confirmed 1'5 members of the 
parish. On .August 22. Paul AA'acholtr and .Aurelia 
Kint-/ were married at a nuptial Mass. At Watson 
some difficully was encountered in finding a suit¬ 
able site for the church.,bnt it was soon overcome, 
and on October 29. 1905, the first services were 
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needed for tli^^dition to tlie north end 
Miperstriieturc 'were pnrclinsed the same 
onstruetion began in earnest in 19')2 under 
rereision of Mr. Anton St.idelinann, 'l-lie 
iners offered their wholehearted .support and 
icli of the work' gratis. 

1C liistorical notes on the p.irith of M'atsiin 
be incomplete witliout mention of Mr. W'il- 


?>Shortly before his do.itli hc'w.is received 
c Clinrch by I’athcr Theodore, and on In's 
nrthd.iy. three days before his death, he had 
ppincss of receiving his firsts Holy Coni- 

1. .\ Rec|nicni Mass was sung h\ Inithcr 
ire on .April 1. ajrd'lic was laid to rest in 
rish cemctcr.vr'^rr. Howe attribnte'd liis 
gc to Iij.s^nstant cheerfulness. 

Iie^pfcscnt clinrch at Engelfcld. a frame 
g 92 \ -12 feet with a ton’er. was built on¬ 
site north of thcxiown diiring^the-Auniiner 

2. Mr. Jacob SclimitZj.-a-Ahember of the 
was the contractor, A commodious winter 

for sen'ices’ on neck days was added 
Tlic .first divine sen-ice was held in it by 
Joseph, on October 27, 1912. That samc 
set of four bells was, purchased, and on Dc- 
r I.?,’’1912, they were blessed by Bishop 
l-'athcr Bernard celebrated llighmass, and 
Peter dcliscrcd a German sermon, tccall- 
I'lits of, earlier days and'congratulating the 
oiiythcir achiescincnts. At 2 o’clock in the t 
ion tmWvksjiop blessed the bells, gi'ing to the I 
lie of -SnO Ills, the name •'Augustine,” to the \ 
one of 400 Bjs. the name “Gabriel," to the 


wliile l-'ather Bernard remained pastor of Wat 
and the missions of St, Osw-ald, Carmel, and 
\iiseliii Soon .liter Ins .ippomtineiit l-.ither Josi 
took ste’ps to erect a p.irish house and in June, 
building was sufficiently coiiiplctcd to enable 1 
to Like up residence at Kngcifeld. 

Days of joy for Engelfcld were .August 10 
1914 wiieii Hisiiop P.ise.il lilesst-d the new ehi 
and confirnied 61 boys and girls from I-aigclf 
St. Gregor .md St. Martin. The bishop, aco 
panied bv Prior Peter, arrived by train on Satiiri 
.\ugiist 16. He w'js met by Father Joseph 
scpiadroii of hnrseiiicii, the Engelfcld baud, a gr 
.of girls dressed in white, and the parishioners, 
carriage was escorted to the rectory, w-hcro the 
kite donned his episcopal robes. Tho^bclls t.ang 
fully as he w-as conducted into the clmrcli. wl 
he was officially received, and Bciicdictioii of 
the Blessed Sacrament was gncii. On Sum 
. .\(igust 17. the Bishop w-as led in procession to 
.Church amid the tlimidcrous sound of mortars 
the ringing of the bells. .After the dcdica 
of the church Father Joseph eclebrated a Highr 
corum jiontificc. Father Peter delivering the < 
man sermon. .-At 3 o’clock the bishop administi 
Confirmation.and gave an-inspiring address, 
'and Mrs. August Brekcr acted as sponsors at 
Confirmation. Next moniing the Bishop blc 


ember, J922, when Abbot Michael appointed 
i.istor^f St. Ann’s Church at Annahcim. Fa 
slaytllus was named his successor, but 
e^&d at Watson and attended Engelfcld 
if. Oswald from there until October, 1923, w 
ic took up residence in Engelfcld. Frrtm that -I 
ic also had’charge of St. Gregor. On May 27, 1 
it a .time when there was no resident pries 
ingclfeld. lightning struck the church, cai 
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^eorge'd (^kurck, ^^aicain 


ApproMiiiatch 20 miles north of Watson the 
town ol Naicam came into cNistcnce wlrcn the 
C.I’.R. line was constructed through Watson from 
Lanigan to Mclfort. The roadbed from I.anigan to 
‘Naicain was finished shortly before Christmas ni' 
1919. and the rails were laid in 1920. Freight ami 
construction trains operated on the new line in 
1921. but passenger service was not inaiiguraled 
till April I. 1922, when bi-weekly sersice was he- 
gun. Even then it took and hour and 50 minutes' 
to travel from ^\'atson to Naicam. k\'hcn the 
■Ndicum Progress began publication in (tily, 1922. 
the town was one of few which could boast of a 
newsirapcr before having a railway station. Naicam 
has a beautiful location on section 2. township 40. 
range 1S. and has a population of about 500. the 
majorih' of whom are non-Catholies. 

Father Chrv.sostom Hoffmann. O.S.13.. who in 
pioneer davs s isitecl the most isolated mission posts, 
csen outside St. Peter's Colonv.; going as far cast 
as Paswegin. \\'adena and Knroki ,ind as fai north 
as TaeVert and Plcasantdale. whs not slow, in re- 
cogni/ing the importance of the new town of 
Naieam. With the blessing of his superiors he set 
out to organize a new parish tlidrc. On May 10., 
1925. he celebrated the, first Ma.ss in the town 
hall. .Mtbongh the choir had but a short time to 
practice, hymns were sung during Mass to the ac¬ 
companiment of an organ. During the service, which' 
a number of non-Catholies attended. Father Chrss- 
ostom spoke of the importance of religion and^of 
the Catholic Church. After Mass a meeting was 
held, and the following merj were ;^Icctcd as a 
church-building committee: iD. J. ^Granda, T. 
Plante and Ch.irles Schumacher. In the afternoon 
Father Chrs-.sostom baptized .Harold Joseph, the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Romeo' Tctrarrlt. Mr. and 
Mrs. D. J. Granda acting as si^onsors. The baptism' 
took place in the parlor of the hotel owned by 
Mr, Granda and was the first baptism administered 
in the new parish. Holy Mass was again celebrat¬ 
ed in the town hall on Sunday, June 14. At the 
scn'icc on December 13, 1925, a collection was 
taken up to buy a site for the new church and to 
purchase an orcan St. George was chosen .is the 


p.itron s.nnt of the p.iri.sli, frrr on Ins fe.ist the 
'lust .Mass was offered at Naic.un. At a meeting of 
the parish on January 31, 1926, committees were 
ap|)ointed to canvas the di.striet and to collect for 
tlie building fund. Si\ acres of land were purchased ' 
on the northwest comer of the town, and I'atlier 
Cliri.sostoin reporled th.it SI 0,000 wtuild be le- 
cpiircd to ereet a suitable church ,uid rectory on the 
propertv. At a box .social on January 19 the sum 
of SI 19 was realized and adde'd to the building 

Near the end of June. 1926, the erection of 
the church began with Messrs. Ruest and Sons as.- 
, contractors, and by the end of August it was 
praeficallv completed. ThcTirst divine service held 
In the new church was a Highmass by Father Ghiys- 
ostom on Christmas night. Another Highma.ss was 
offered at 10 o'clock in the morning and again on* 
the following day,, -which was a Sunday. Since ' 
there was no such service within a.Tadius of 18 
miles, pcoplc^come from all sides, and the new 
church svas filled to capacity. Father. Chrysostom 
w.is so well pleased with Naicam that he decided 
to leave the solitude of Beauchamp and take up 
lesidencc there. T\yo weeks before Christmas in 
1926 he began to move his personal belongings. 
St. George's Church was .solenmnly dedicated bv 
Abbot Scvcrin.on June 15, 1.927.J3cforC bestowing 
this blessing he blessed 'and laid the cornerstone. 
In his sennon he explained the significance of these 
ceremonies, saya'ng that Christ is the cornerstone of 
csen- Catholic church and that everything centers 
aroimd the altar and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
After the dedieation Father Chrysostom offered a 
Highmass enrarn ppntifice. Father Abbot's assist¬ 
ants were Fathers Rudolph, Marcellus, and Theo¬ 
dore. -The Engelfeld choir with their director and 
organist. Mr. John Schwinghammer, sang at the 
sacred furretion. After the service the parish festival 
was held, with the Lake Lenorc band contributing 
to the festive spirit. In the afternoon Father Law¬ 
rence of Fulda and Father Leo of Bruno p.iid a 
short visit to Naicam. Tire people of Naicam. in¬ 
cluding non-Catholies. co-opemted so wclTwitli Fa¬ 
ther Ch.rysostom that by, the time the church was 
blessed half of the debt was paid- 

















er jubilee of Ills pricbthoocl, He 
any eelebration, and his parish- 
aware of this anniversary. Great 
wlien, de.spile the imidcly road.s 
jy rain the day before, an auto 
c ehurch shortly before 10 o’elock 
t. Father Matthew, "'and a elcrie 
epped out. The visitors urged the 
r to sing a solemn High Mass on 
Abbot Scierni preaciied on tlie 
ity of the" Catholie priest and 
on closed the-divine service. At 
. Granda’s hotel the parishioners 
ulations to the jubilarian .and 

sostoni's hobby was the planting 
d floncrs, and this hobby he e.scr- 
:h property, where he had planted 
> trees of various specicsj in- 

1929, a p.irish meeting decided 
rectory to cost S3,000. Mr. David 
of the p.iiisli and the eontr.iclor 
as given the contract. By the end 
29, the house was completed. 
September 1 5, 1929, five boys and 
oarish received their first Holy 
was the first time that such a 
ten place in the church", 
iicr of 1929 Father Clnysostom 
' mother at- Manchester, New 
in his return he brought her with 
itson, where she remained at the 
parish house was completed,' She 
in December and kept house tor 
m until she died on March 19, 
of 83 years. Before her death she 
lomite her savings of 54,801,19 to 
scholarship for the education of 

.'1932. St. George’s Church was 


others cinickly c.stinguishcd the blaze, 
did not exceed a hundred dollars. 

Abbot Severin visited Naicam a; 
tember 13, 1933 and Confirmed 33 
the parish, I'ather Chrysostom, cclcbr 
Mass, after which Prior Peter and Fa 
of Muenstcr assisted Father Abbot ii 

On week days and on the fir; 
Sunday of every month Father Chrysr 
Mass at Naicam, on the second and fr 
at St. Martin’s Mission, and on the 
(vvhem one occurred) at the Holv Fai 
at Beauchamp. He contimrtd this p 
serious illness forced him to undergo 
in St. Piinl’s Hospital. Saskatoon, in 
end of October he returned to X.iie.lii 
weakened condition after an absence i 
two months. His burden was lighten' 
when St. Martin’^ Mission was pl.iccd 
the pastor of Engclfcld. Father Cl 
turned to Muenstcr in October, 194 
the monastery. 

W'hilc Father Chrysostonr was 
Muenstcr. Fathers from the Abbey, : 
Fathers Cosmas and Edward, attended 
Parish on Sundays and holy days of ol 
.August 29, 1943. after a liighmass su 
Edward. Abbot Severin confirmed H 
the parish On this occasion Father Ch 
]rrcsent and was glad to sec his parish 
In September, 1943, he felt strong 
take charge of the parish again, and s 
has visited it regularly every Sunday, 
cscry Friday and rctuniing to Muen: 

A son of the parish. Father Anc 
O.M.I.. an alumnus of St. Peter’s 
ordained on June 29. 1941, and shorl 
was appointed missionary for the Indi 
River. Manitoba. In the summer of 1 
















jDruno cxna teeter^on 


Holy Mass in the clistiict wluc'li is 
's Parish was sairl 1)\ I'.itlicr A^lr-ni 
1, O. S. B., paslor of LcofclJ, on 
903, at the house of Mr. Peter Ilnff- 
ship 39, range 23. Sinec tliat time 
I been known as St. Bruno'.s Parisli. 
s cliosen to lionour .Mihot i!rni\o 
labored so indef.itig.ibly at t'Kc tiiiiK 
ig of St. Petei’s Monaslen.- ."ind St 
, first .as priest and cspldrei, then 
lallv as first .\bbot. Tlic name Bruno 
ely ehosen for another reason. It 
mo W'lm first set foot in that region 
23. 1902. lie w-.is on his .second in- 
1 the comp.iiiy of Messrs. H. J. Has- 
n Iloeschcn. travelling cast from 
UKrnrn to the Govennnent 7'rail and 
It Canncl. Prior .Alfred intended to 
St. Bruno, but since there was al- 
bv that nai’nc in' the province of 
nomimon Covermnent suggested 
n of the name be avoided and the 
simply Bruno. Tlie actual founder. 

; Br'n'no's Parish was I'allier Chrys- 
1 on July IS, !^04, said the first 
uhal is now the town of Bruno, in 
Ir. W’illiam Smith, 
avidenee has many w.ivs of provid- 
rhildren. and sometimes these wars 
humorous. A white mare belonging 
Monasterv led to the ' founding of 
rish. On June 26, 190-4, Father 
id services in the little log church 
I I.akc and drove-back to Mr. haw- 
,’s house for dinner. Parishioners 
lorse “Kate” and tied her to a pole 
When I'.ither looked for his horse 
it w'.is gone: only a piece of rope 
:ie pole. Dissatisfied for some reason, 
taken ‘'French leave” and went a 
nty miles to the home of Mr. Joseph 
mestcaded a few miles north of the' 


tiieir rvearisoinc trips to and from Rost 
"Kate” evidently reriicmbercd the good 
. she had receired thcic. It took about a w 
h'lither Chrysostom discovered where 1 
dient horse had wandered. On learning 
abouts, he set out to recover it. After sa 
on July 3 in St. Bernard’s Mission (now c 
. he drove with Mr.-Gottfried'Schaeffer 
Meyer’s place. The new roadbed of th 
princd .1 goorl Inghw.iy (the steel was not 
and they made the trip in record, time. 0 
hack they stopped at Mr. William Smi 
the only biAilding in' the place where B 
stands. Here Father Chrysostom was tol 
largo number of settlers in this part of tl 
and that they were all eager to have I 
offerifd III their midst. On his return to t 
terv Jie laid the matter before Prior .-M 
decided that a regular mission st.ition 
_ .md rerpiestcd Father Chrysostom to ho 
there on the Mondays.after the Snnda' 
Aeiviccs at St. Bernard’s Mission. On July 
fTie.J_irst Holy Mass was celebrated 1 
Chrrsos'ttmj. at St. Bruno’s Mission in til 
Williaiii Smil'bi..,Ma^ivas offered snbsci 
Bnmo every sccori'cWiIonday. .\t that t 
were about 24 families. 

/ lu the f.ill of j903 tho laml’-around- 
district had not yet been surveyed and 1 
quarter sections. The settlers in the distric 
the C.N.R. to establish a station on si 
township 3S. range 23. and urged Prior 
hare one of his priests take posscssior 
land in order to obtain so-called squatti 
and thus secure property on which the fidi 
could be built. Heeding this advice. Fat 
sostom with the aid of Joseph Meyer, n 
improvements on the southwest quarter 
16 in October, 1903, and after the laH' 
rered, this qua/ftcr was granted Father C 
•as a homestead. ,\s was evpcctcd, the ( 
lected that quarter for a railway , stat 
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consented, tlic C.N.R. would probably have estab¬ 
lished the station of Bruno farther west. W'ith p.irt 
of the money from the sale of the homestead. ■ 
Prior Alfred purchased five acres of laud ou'M.is 
7. 1905, from Mr. Anton Koenig, who donated 
another five acres. On the same day Prior Alfred 
held services” at Bruno, 

On Monday. September 2(). 19(14, and again 
on Monday. October 10, bather Peter held serv- 
• ices at the mission; On .September 20 the' first, 
trustees were were elected; Herman Koeniug. 
TlicodOre l.ummerding and Joseph Ntever. William 
Smith, was appointed treasurer,,At that time I’allier 
Chrysostom was replacing hathef Mcinrad for a 
inontli at Lcofeld. The first'Highmass at.Bruno 
svas celebrated by h'ather Chrysostom on Smul.iy. 
January 15, 1905, in the store of W'illi.im Smith. 
Fr.iter Placid Wolf, O.S.B., .i clcrie of St. Peter's 
Priory, accompanied him on that trip and .did 
the singing. Prom that day Briina bad services on 
Sunday. Shortly after the first Iliglmiass a choir 
was organised so that from the summer,of 1^05 
the men’s choir of Bnrno sang regularly. The first 
p.irish festival was held on September 5, 1906, and 
netted the sum' of $260. 

On June 4. 1905. Prior Alfred again visited- 
Bruno, to preside at a meeting which decided to 
build a log eluirch 20 by 40 feet. \\'ork was be¬ 
gun immediately, and on July 9 Father Chrysostom 
was able to celebrate the first Ilidiinass in it. 
On .'mgnst IS. 1905. Bishop Pascal, assisted by Fa¬ 
thers Alfred and Chrysostom. blcs.scd the . new 
chureb. dedicating it to St. Bruno, and confirmed 
10 children. On Ins second \isit on June 9, 1910. 
Bishop Pascal confinned 44. Prior Bruno sang the. 
Highmass and preacbed in CJcrman. Present in the 
sanctuary were the pastor, l'’athcr Chrysostom, Fa¬ 
ther Matthias of Lcjofcld, and Father Benedict of 
St, Benedict, 'flic bishop preached in English, and 
both he and Prior Bruno stressed the importance 
of a good Catholic school. Tlic third time that 
■ Bishop Pascal administered Confirmation ,it Bruno 
w.is .August 4, 1913, when 49 persons were con¬ 
firmed. Sponsors on this occasion were Mr. .Anton 
Koenig and Mrs. Catherine Smith On August 1, 
1920. Abbot Michael Ott, O.S.B., confinned 90 
persons from Bruno and St. Maurus’ Mission at 
Dana. For a long time the the mi.ssion at Dana 
was in' charge of Father Leo, who as late as Mas 


20. 1921,'administered first Holy Cominunion to 
1 5 children there. 

F'ully recognizing the importance of a good 
C.itholic education. Father Chrysostom moved to 
Bruno temporarily on Scpctcinbcr 1. 1906, and 
opened a parish school with an enrollment of II. 
He took up residence in an anuev attached to the 
. -cast side of the chnreli. By the end of the month ' 
the number of children iii sch'ool h.id increased to 
27. In October of the same year Mr. W. 1'. Har- 

■ garten became the teacher and continued in- that 
- capacity for tw-o years. In the years following. Miss 

Kramer of 'Rcgina, Mr. J. Adam. Michael Pit-zcl and 
Henrv M'lieller were eng.iged as te.ieliers. In .\piil 
1914.' Mr. Honish went to Muenstcr and -liskcd 
Abbot Bruno to arrange that the Ursulinc Nuns 

■ take charge of .the parish school. His request w-as 
gr.i'ntcd. and on April 19, 1914, Mother Clara took 
over the school, other Sisters arrived later. Tlic ' 
annev to the church, which Father Chrysostom 
used as a residence, was renovated and given to 
the Sisters, while a recton- consisting of one room 
and an attic was built. A new annev was added to 
the log church to give the Sisters more convenience 
and a little chapel of their own. 

Father Chrvsostnm administered the first bap¬ 
tism at-Bruno on November 7. 1904, to Certrnde 
Hoffmann, daughter of. Mr, and Mrs, Peter Hoff¬ 
mann. Tlie first funeral was that of a child of 
Wcnzcslaiis Koenig; the child died On October .S. 
‘1905 and vv.is buried next day. Tile first wedding 
snlcmni-/,cd in St, Bruno’s Church was .that of 
'Tliomas.. L. Young and Nfary Hessdorfer on No- j 
vember 6. 1907. On the feast of Corpus Cbristi, 
Mav 30, 1907, 7,boys and 5 girls received their first 
Holy Comniii.iion, On that day Father .Chrvs¬ 
ostnm sang a Highmass, Father Peter gave the 
sermon. 'Vespers were held in the afternoon and 
the first communicants were invested with the 
scapular of Our I.ady of Mount Carmel. On Oc¬ 
tober 14, 1906, the Confraternity of Christian 
Mothers was established and a short time later 
the Altar’s Aid Society. In January, 1906, there 
remained a parish debt of only S50. 

On January 1, 1907, Father Chrysostom took 
up permanent residence atJ’Bruno. and St. Bruno’s 
Mission then became a parish. At first he lived in 
his one-room house and took his meals at the liome 
of Mrs. Catherine Smith and her son William. He 
devoted his-sparc time to the planting of trees and 
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llinu-rs, ;iii(l ,lo tins day ni.my of Ins frco icm.iiii 
.1'. .1 momiiiicMl .(if his Mdih. 

. It was not lout; before tlic loi; eliiirtli at Hrniio 
.pji'Vcd too sin.ill. After Ilfitliinas.s on Oelobei' H, 
lortf), a meeting of the parish was lieTd. at which 
ifwns decided that hy next spring cat'll home--, 
yeaelcr was to lianl .stones for the conslrnclion of a . 
iia'cnicnt church. The stones were hanled„,hnt the 
tunsliiietioii w.is dtlavcd nntd the snnnner of 
1011 .ilterd’rioi Binno’had celebrated a I Iigh Mass 
on .\ngiist 1“ loil, Heshop Pascal blessed,the 
edinerstnne o! the mw Imilding, .hid on'Christinas, 
‘h.ithcr ChiT.'snsloin held two Iligllinasscs and one . 
low Mass in it Tile dimensions of the baseihent 
.elonch were ID.I feet hv '>0 feet, and the interior 


'I, ithei Ceorge- Selieffold. O.S.R.. pre.iched 
llie fi^t'niission at Bruno from Jnlv 11 to IS, 191?, 
.Old on'the closing dav the first Solemn Mass w.is 
ulebi.ilcd in the-parish, bather Matthias being 
the criebr.int. and I'afliers Chrysostom and .George 
dc'.leon .Old snbde.KOn. 

Af.tci l'’.!tliei Clinsostom find been pastor of 
St. Brinio’'s Parish for H I’eai's. Abbot Bruno ap- 
pointed hini snbjiiior of the !\bbe\' .nid pastor of 
Ilie'Mnenster p.insh. During his pastoiatc he bap¬ 
tised -llS children. fdO in 191b) blessed ?? ni.ir- 
I’lgcs. .Old had 67 funerals. .Aiiniial Hole Com- 
iiiiiiions' had iiieieased to 17.(100 When he left 
Biiiiio there w.is a parish dept of oiilv SltlO. In his 
c.irlier d.iis it Biiino I’.ither Clm-sostoni frerpient- 
b lisited the,missions of Dana. Peterson. Sf. Bede’s 
Mission, at Mcachani. and others. During bather 
Clirvsostoin’s.p-astoratc an epidemic of difilithcria 
n suiting ill .1 iiiinihcr of deaths invaded Briiiio. . 
riic pastor and his flock i-owcd an .-inmial pro¬ 
cession and public pra'vcrs—and the scourge ce.ised. 

On Mav 29. 1917. .Abbot Briiiio appointed 
Pitlicr l.eo Ojdowski. O.S.B.. .is pastor of Briiiio 
■\t tli.it time the town of Bruno had 200 inhabit- 
11 ce. and the parish comprised.’. H? faniih’es jand 
1 s h.ichelors. Shortlv after FiPlicr l.to’s’arriial the 
p rish erected a new rctcorv of iiiterlncking tile 
fioiil the Bruno Clav W'orks costing Ss.sOO.- 'Die 
two-stor\' house s4 bv *76 feet h.id nine looms. a 
seranda on the south side, a full baseiiKiit and 
(w'ls rcadv for occiipancv bv winter. 

TIic year 1918 saw the erection of .in 58,000 
p.irochial .school, a tw'o-storcv striictiirc 28 In sS 
feet, also of tile.'Situated cast of the church .iml • 


tjie- rectory, at eont.oiied four classrooms, a sthool 
eli.ipel-aiid'a full hascinent. 

2 , On Saturday, March, 2. 1919, Bishop Pascal 
i.iiin- 1(1 Bruno, said Mass in the chapel of the. 
Ursiihne Nuns next moining and afterwards attend- ■ 
ed the Iliginnass celebrated by Prior Peter in the 
cliurcli. b’ather l.co assisted, the bishop: b’.ither 
Peter preached, .\fter lliglinia.ss.the bishop, vested 
in episcoiral robe.i -was led to the new) school 'and 
blessed it,.After this ceremony Benedict Ilargarteii, 
a pupil of the school, presented the following lid- ' 
dress to. the bishop: “We.'children of St. Bruno's 
Parish S^'liool h.iie the great honour of .seeing Your 
Lordship in oiir iihdst nn flic occasion of. the bless¬ 
ing of our-i|ew' school -of which we arc. justly 
proud. We hi^ily esteem this honour and arc vciy 
pleased at. your Lordship’s taking so mu^ijgtO^s^ 
in the education of children indmitation-of 
Diline Lover of the little ones- We promise hence 
to do our verv best to develop our intellectn.il 
qualities, above all to train our character and to 
.ic([uire a profound knowledge of our holy religion, 
so lh.it we may grow up loyal Canadians, but first 
and. foremost true children rjf our Holy Mother 
Glnirdi. AV’itli these pioniiscs wc combine onr 
most fcrvciit'wishes and prayers that’Your Lord¬ 
ship iftai-' labor'in health in.iny'years as bishop of 
Prince .Albert for the wclf.irc' of our holy Church 
and the f.nthfiil W’c further trust that YAinr Lord- 
sliip'will always ke'ep a little-corner in your-cpis- 
cop.il Iieltit for the children of,St. Bruno's School.” 

( Vfic’r finislijiig sehool at Bruno Benedict Ilargat- 
ten .itleiided .8t. Peter’s College. ' dbtained his 
doctor’s degree at the University of Edmonton, 
practised for a niiiiilier of vears in. SC Peter’s ' 
Colonv.'I’liid is now a physician and sturgeon in ' 
S.iskatoon 1 111 his 'reply to the address the hi.shop 
Slid ”l.lie training of the niiiid .must be perfected 
. In the; IriiiiMig of the will and the heart. Training 
of the. mind .alone may’ produce clever waiters, 
eii ’I iii.i'bc'ii.itici.iiis. astute lawyers, smart cheaters 
• and consuniniatc criminals, but will not develop 
characters.. Religion is an absolute necessity--in 
education Without religion there cannot be real 
lirtuc,. hnnestv. charity, loyalty.” Tlic .children 
of Bruno, he added, might call themselves happv 
to h.iic such good tc.ichcrs as the Ursniinc Nun,s.” 

'Pile new school was opened on .April 2. 1919, 
with Mother .Antonia as teacher in cLassroom 1’, 





Mother Agatha in classroom and Miss 
Kopp in Clabroom 3. Soon afterwards cl 
4 was also filled. 

• The \;car 1919 also witnessed the ere 
the niothcrhoiisc of the Uisjiliiies\ in Brui 
parishioners a,ssistc(l''-ihc Elites -gfciitly b 
the escavating and tha'haiiling of inalerials 
new convent and ac.ideiny, aiid pledged I 
:if S';,000 for tlic project. Excavating sVas 
alrcadv in the ‘summer of 1918. and on J 
1919. shortly after Abbot Bruno's death, the 


stone of the three storey building, 44'll)' 1 
was blessed and' laid' by Piior' Peter. T 
tractors for the building were the Bonas 11 
On November 9, 1919, the building was 








iv.",sccl lii.S pIcMMiic .li tlic gooil' ndciitl.iiicf, ;iiul 
);micS Ili'g.in, M.I.A., spokt- i)n,umnij;i;ilion. 
slicssing the iinpcirl.mcc of sciccling gooil.Cnllmlic 
SI Itlirs. Father August Kierdorf, the gciicial 

scirctar)’ for the iiiimignrtioii- ilepailincut of tlic 
VolkMerein, spoke on “'I'hc N'olksscrein tor Ihc ' 
C'.ithoTic<,' of Gennany,'’ -amt Mr. Dcriiaril Uott 
spoke on 'S'riii- \ olksMieiu aiul ils piohlcni.s in 

G. leiili anil, especially in Saskatcljcwan." 

_ 'rhc-l’.-irish of H'riino ag.iin was the host for 
.1 KatJ^iolikcnl.ig on .Vnynsl 2. 1931 .-.Mibot Severin 
I'clchr.i'leil a ponlifie.il riigliniass. anil Prior Peter , 
picai licit ,111 Gerniirli and F.nglisli, taking ,is Ins 
siil)|eets '"The Papacy" .inil “St. Flizabeth of 
'I'lnieiingia.;’ for tli.it year the Clnirch wa.s ob-' 
se-Miig tin; TOOtli aiinner.sary of tlic. dcatli of St." 

I 'liz ilietti. In the afternoon Fatber Abbot gave air 
.liltlies, on' the Tliiril Council of Fpbesiis, wbi^'h 
Ir’il iti'fiiieil tli.it tlic ,Rlesseil X’lrgin is truly the 
'.'tolkei of Coil 'I'lie lonneil .w.is bclil in 431. pist 
Is'OO le.ns previously. Baron s'oii KloppA'ogel.saiig 
111 liis .nliliess frv.ilecbtbe p.ip.il encvrlic.ils “Reriiin 
Aoi.irlirn'' and "Oiiadraccsiino .\niio.” Tins n.i.s 
'.dso a inbilye address, for it w.i.s .in ]S9I, forty 
si.its previously, that Pope l.en XIII had issued 
■Ilie cnou'lical “Rcrliin Novaniin." I'.itlicr Marccl- 
I"S deln eied aiVotbcr inbilcc address on St. 
t'loin of Patina, who died in 1231. , ' ' 

, Three sons of St. Bnino’.s Parish.arc pric.sts. 
Bcnedit'liii' s of St. Peter's Abbey. The fir.st.'Father 
''’ilfrid Ilcrgott, was ordained bv Bishop foseph 
I’riul'honinic of Prince Albert at Tramping I.ake. 

. .S.iskatchciyan. on July 27. 1924 and cclcbrided bis 
f- st solemn Ifiglnn.iss at Rriiiio on .\ngnsf 1". as- 
sUei! by Father Fridolin as assistant priest, and 
I'.ithers C.isiinir and Cim-sosfoin as dcaeon and 
snbdcncon. .Abbot Michael occ.iipicd the throne in 
lilt; S.inctiiarv, and preached on the dignity and 
innvers of the priesthood. 

F.ithcr Alphonse Ludwig was ordained .it 
Mnenster, fiinc 29. 1932. bv Bishop Priicrboninie 
iiid celebrated his first solcnm Iliglimass at Bruno 
on hilv 3. 1932. Abbot Severin. tested in C.ipn.i 
Magna, presided at the throne and Father Cbrvs- 
ostoin. Who had baptized the celebrant 27 years 
picvioiisly. was the assistant priest, and- Fathers 
Bernard .mil M'ilfrid were dcaeon and subtle,icon 
r.itbcr Bernard preached in English and in C.ei. 


. On June 23, 1933, the third priest from .the 
p.iiish celebrated Ins first solenin lligbinass, licfc. 
Father Norbert Scliwinghainnicr, who bad been 
ord.iiiietl on June 10 at St, John's Abbey, .Collegc- 
ville, Minnesota, tylicre he completed his studies. 
..Abbot Seteiin delivered the fcstitc seinion and 

I was the assislant priest. Fathers \Vil- 
Iphonsc, deacon and siibticacon. In the 
luilhcr Norbert carried' the Blessed 
n procession, and gave Benediction, and 
:d a new statue of St. Benedict, 
z, 1^27, after a ^pastorate of 10 years, 
w.as appointcil^istor of Miicnster, and 
iiartl succeed^ him here. A farewell 
celebration for Fa^icr Bco w.is held on July 17 
when Messrs. John Roii S^iel j hd Artton Gasper’ 
r.ise spc.iClies cvpressing the regret of the parish at 
losing their beloved pastor and a nnnibcr of valu¬ 
able gifts were presented' as tokens of gratitude for 
bis work in Bruno. 

About a, month before Father Leo’s departure, 
BishofA- Prnd’hoinmc of Prince Albert came to 
Bruno to bless the marriage of Mr. James Kelly 
of Humboldt and Miss Veronica Schwingliammcr. 
The bridegroom was a friend and former cla.s.smntc 
of the bishop. 

On May 27. 1931, Father Bernard'celebrated 
the 23th anniierviry of bis ordination. At 9:50 the 
jiibilari.ih went in procession from the parish house 
to the rhnrch, n'hcre he offered a solemn Fligh- 
tnass F’onrth degree Knights of Columbus ac¬ 
companied him as a guard of honour. In the 
sanctuary were Abbot Severin, vested in Cappa 
Magna, and the I loir. Dr. J. M. Uhrich, a Knight 
of St. Gregory. Father Bcmiird was assisted by 
Prior Peter, assistant priest: Father Leo deacon; Fa- 
Father Casiim'f. siibdeacon and Father, Abbot 
pre.ithcd Tlie Bruno band, to which Father Ber¬ 
nard always devoted much care, played during the 
procession and again at the Tc Dcum.' 

Po honour the members of the Confraternity 
of Christian Mothers' at Bruno, who celebrated 
their silver jubilee on February 7, 1932, Abbot 
Severin sang a Iliglimass and preached a sermon. 
During 1931 the baptisms in the parish numbered 
44, the marriage 13, and the funenals 11. Ap- 
provim.itelv AOf) children were receiving religious 
instriu tion, .md 30.000 Holy Communion tvcrc 
distribiited. . ■ 
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cJlgne6 ^^eter^on 


While pastor of St, Bruno's Parish, l''athcr 
/sostom visited the locality which now form' 
Mission of St. Agnes, and eelebrafed the first 
' Mass in the house of Ephrein Dauvin on 
-1, 1909. He again had Holy Mass there on 
ao' 11, and 12, and on April 30, 1910. On- 
jst l.S, 1910, he said Holy Ma,ss at Mr. Gur- 
place, norlhe.isl of Viscount, near the site of 
present St. John’s Church, \vhiclrwvas~t5nitf— 
by Eathcr Schaefer. When the Grand Trunk-* 
Fie Railway constructed the line through the 
eni part of St. Peter’s Colony in 1911, a st.i- 
was laid out on section 20, township 37, range 
and the name of Pctcr.son was gnen to the 

i was celebrated at intenals a few times in 
rouse of Mr. Trcnicl iii the village, and later on 
least of Peterson in the more spacious house 
Ir. Louis Jnld. On August 28, 1921, Father 
■sostom was able to sing the first High M.iss 
Ir. Juld’s hon.se. Singers from Mc.ich.iiii vent 
eterson for the occasion, and aided the loc. 1 

With the cncoriragcmcnt of Father Chrys- 
n, a church was built in Peterson, and com- 
d far enough to have, the first High Mass in 
I August,24, 1924. St. Agnes’ Mission was at- 
;:d once a month from NInenster. and liter on, 
aboiit the year 1940, twice a month. A num- 
of Fathers" succcssiicly went to Peterson, 
ig them Fathers John. Paul and Mh'lfrid. In the 
LT of 1930 Father John wa;; given full charge 
ic ihission. Succeeding pasto.rs were: Father 
i:is to 1936; Father Bernard, T936-37; Father 
onsc,'1937-40; Father Luke, 1940-42; Father 
iam, 1942-45; Father Philip from 1945 to the 

Tit tijne. . 

bn July 20, 1930, the .first Solemn High Muss 
celebrated in St. Agnes’ Church. "On this Occa- 


.\iuithci iiiipoit.nit fe.ist was ceicbi.iteil on 
'.•\ng. Is. 1930, when Abbot Sevt 
church, .iiid celebrated a Pontific 
with the assistance of Father Jo 
Alphonse. Ptiring the Mass a miiiil 
ren niade'tlicir .solemn Coiiinirmio; 
preached, and conferred -upon tl 
sacrament of Confirmation. 

l iet w e ct i-Beeember- -4 and 8, 

Wilfrid preached a well attended 
spite the severe cold that prevailed 
8, feast of the Immaculate Conccf 
ren of the mission made their f 
nnmion. The following year. 193' 

Women’s League was established 
St. .•\gncs’. Church was too sin'al 
the crowd that had gathered on Si 
1949. to celebrate the silver jubilcr 
On this occasion six children of the 
their first Holy Communion, and 
the parish and of the ncighhorin 
M.inrns’, Dana, received the sacr: 
firmation. Father William, a form 
cd the jubilee Mass of thanksgivi 
F',idler Wilfrid as deacon. Father 
deacon and Father Philip, pastor 
ceremonies. Before confinning tlr 
hot Severin gave them a beautiful 
efficacy of the Sacraments, with c 
Hob" Fucharist. Addressing the ad 
sized the necessity of imparting a g 
instruction to the children in the 
In 1952 a new church was co 
the direction of Father Philip, witl 
of Mnenster as the contractor. Mil 
was donated by'members of the 
others. Tlic trustees during the t: 
were Henry' Basset, Sr., Yves Julc, 

•and other members of the buik 


Father John, united in -the bonds of matri- were J.'J. F'clix and John Trcmel. ' 
y Peter B. DcMong and Miss Gertrude Wiinn. blessed on November '9, 1-952 by 
Res'. Joseph Wnrm, Vicar Generaf of thc-iho- assisted by.Inithcr Philip, p.Tstor anc 
of Cropkston, Minnesota, arid an uncle of the and the dedication was followed b 
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FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


<St. cjCuguMine (^kurck, Humboldt 


iSt. ^ckolaMica 


Tlic Church in Humboldt had a hard be¬ 
ginning. When the Benedictines arrived in Canada, 
there was no town or village in the whole territory. 
There were only the two families o^f.John Eclcer 
.nid Cli.irlcs Selnnidt. on homesteads a short dist¬ 
ance to the cast of the present town of Humboldt. 
The early settlers did not believe that the ,lopi- 
tion, covered as it was with brush and dotted with 
slonglis and potholes before the railroad arrived, 
was suitable for a fownsitc. That is one reasons whv 
Piior-Alfred established the mission of St. Bct- 
n.ird’s four miles vest, the present Dison. I'.ven' 
after the railroad reached Humboldt (the first loco¬ 
motive which reached Mnenster, Septembef 27. 
190-1. bore the mnhber 123) the place still'loobed 
uninviting. The nc\t. vear it had nnt improved 
much. In September 1905 two Bcncdictmc Tsuns. 
Mother Cecilia and Sister Louise from St. Joseph’s 
Minn., visited the Colony with a view of establish¬ 
ing a fonndationTi Sas'katebewan. While passing 
throng^ the present location of Humboldt their 
conveyance, a democrat wagon, was mired in the 
mud for two hours. One of the singeltrees broke 
and had to be replaced with a gun barrel. Prior 
Alfred and Prior Hcnnan Bc^mann, O. S.B., of 
St. John’s Abbey were occn’pying the front seat, 
of the wagon at the time. ’This occurred on 
September 23, and the next day the Sisters re¬ 
turned to Minnesota, deciding not to start a 
foundation in the colony. 

The Canadian Northcni..Railway,' now the 
Can.idian National Raihs'a'y chose Humboldt as the 
location for their roundhouse and station. Tlic 
name Humboldt was taken over from the so-called . 
Hninboldt_ Telegraph Station .'named by James 
McKay of Winnipeg in 1875 after the Gcrm.in ex¬ 
plorer Alexander von Humboldt who visited South 
..America, Mexico and the United States from' 1799 
to 1804. This Telegraph station was located a little 
south Aof the present town and'when the Bcnc- 
dictincs arrived in 1903 on their trip to Munster 
they rested there overnight. It was deserted .iiul in 
poor repair. 

Prior Alfred celebrated the first Mass m Iluin- 


< (Conception, (Carmel 

, boldt in 1905, but there is no record of the e.xact ' 
date or place. Presumably it was in., the store of the 
Great Northern Lumber Coirt|)any' xvliicb l.iter 
served a’s the place of worsl^ijr. It w.is' located 
soirtli of- the railway tracks, and the new ntission 
■acc|nired tv-o lots there, but this’ land was sold 
later when the church was built north of the br.ieks 
on.its present site. St. Airgustine, -the apostle of’- 
Englaird ar’rd Archbishop of Canterbury, was clrosett 
as tire patron of the mission. Father .Rudolph P.ihtr 
who had been ordained the prcecditrg year, was 
givert charge of Ilmnboldt Mission, which includ¬ 
ed the pre.scnt parish of Sf. Scholastica and Ini-' 
rnaewl.rfc Correeption Mj.ssinn .sou'th of Carmel. Jt - 
scfnrs that he rrlso sye'rtf to Canrtef several' times 
to coirduct services there. F.vcir before father Rur 
dolph took charge about SI 000 was collected for 
the erechon of a church. A report publi.slrcd in'thc 
St. Pctcr> Bote dated June 3, .1905 said th.at a 
post office was authorized for Humboldt - and 
Godfrey Schaeffer was appointed the first post- 
irja’s’tcT,. •;' ■ 

' , Oi> Octdbdi^JS, 19t)5.‘?atntr Rud'6'lph cele- : 
brated Mass in the house of 'Mr. Leo Scheiber, 
Township 36, Range 22, and established a new 
mission in ,that district. It was placed under-the : 
patronage of St. Scholasbca, the twin sr'stcr of St. 
Benedict. On November 20, 1905 the first rnar- 
iiage took place in the church at Humboldt, when 
Father Rudolph had the Nupturrl Mass .for NichoLts 
Schreirter and Partlinc Dinges. .-\ basket social was 
held in St. SUrolastica’s Mission April 16, 1906. 
Tire parishioners decided to erect a frame chirrch 
-20 X 40 feet during the'eourse of the snmntcr aird' 
bv June 24 of that year the church was sufficiently 
completed that Father Rudolph held scrs-ices in 
it. During the Mass, 13 children of the Mission- 
received their first tioly Communion. Tlic debt in- , 
curred in building the church amounted to $50. 
On June 2. 1907 Bishop Pascal paid his first visit.' 
to the Mission. Mr. Loroff and Mr. Scheiber drove 
to Mucusfer that afternoon in two decorated car¬ 
riages. conveying the Bishop and his assistants to 
the Mission. Some distance from the chureh they 
were met by a troup of horsemen who led them 
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' he had pabsed through this part of the 
3 years ago on his way to his Indian Mis- 
it time he travelled in an ox cart. Tire 
id his party spent the night in the lioine 
:o Scheiber and next morning, June 3, a 
the bishop blessed the church and had 
t. assi.slcd by Prior Bruno and Pathcr 
Prior Bruno delivered the sermon and the 
mfirmed 19 members of the Mission, 
nlolph celebrated Mass in the Million 
mraculatc Conception for the first time 
ihcr 15, 1906. In that district a considcr- 
ber of German settlers emigrating from 
d talcen up homesteads, 
considerable difficulty the Catholic r.itc- 
llnmboldt were organized and prepara- 
; made for the parochial school. At the 
itcparcis meeting. October 15. 1906 

ITcnjgcrken, F. 1. Hauser, and .\lhcrt 
re elected trustees. On J.imc 3, 1907 
iscal stopped here briefly, on the'way to 
rn St, Scholastica, and inspected the new 
drool and the block of land Mr.^Clcmcnt- 
donated for the church site on the north' 
c town. Dnring^this time, from Jr'me 1, 
)ctnt)cr 1907. Father Rudolph was mair- 
c monasterv farm as well as pastor of the. 
t Iliimbolcit. St. Sch'olastic,l and Im- 
Conception, and resided at Mncnstcr. • 
3runo appointed Father Rudolph resident 
yumltoldt October 5, 1907 and he con- 
care for the missions of St. Scholastica 
[mmaculate Conception regtilarly, hold- 
:s at the latter place on week days. Tire 
■ St. Augustin£’s parish at this time were 
effer, i^lichacl Flory and Clement Kohlc. 
c the settlers of Carmel organiz.cd and 
build ■ a church during the summer of 
by July it was practically complcte.,It was 
from Muenstcr by Father Boniface Puth, 
a mi-ssion froth lODO^to 1912. 
igust 29. 1909, SO mcmbcrs' of the parish- 
irmed by Bishop Pascal. Tire-same day he 
;d the separate school and the new parish ■ 
r. Nicholas Britz. had brouaht him from 


Bishop Pascal visited Humboldt again July 
1910. Prior Bruno celebrated a High M.iss corm 
pontifica and the Bishop’s assistants were Fathi 
Vincent Scliiffrcr, O. S. B. and I'athcr Rudolpl 
After Mass the bishop addressed the congreg.itio 
and later blessed the 1 500 lbs. bell which Mrs. I 
J. Haskamp of Los Angeles, palifornia, had dona 
cd. Children and gr.mdchildrcu of the gcueioi 
lady stood as sponsors at the blessing of the bel 
On the day before, June 30, 1910, the Bishop di 
.cheated the new church of the Immaculate Cm 
ception Mission. Tlicre Father Rudolph celebrate 
the Mass after the blessing and Prior Btun 
preached in German. Mr. .\. Borget took tli 
Bishop and the Fathers accompauy'iug him h.ic 
to Humboldt by car. (Mr. H V. Haskamp w, 
the first person to own an auto in St. Peter's Ci 
Colonv. having jliirchascd it in 1908.) 

Bishop Pascal paid his first official visit t 
Carmel on June 11. 1910, arriving by/car wit 
Prior Bruno and Father Rudolph. Shortly hcfoi 
10 00 a.m he blessed the church which was ercc 
cd on an elevation northeast of town and dcdie.ilc 
it to Our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel. /\fti 
the dedication Father Rudolph celebrated Ilig 
Mass and. Prior Bruno praised the congregation fc 
erecting such a neat church and c.xhortcd thci 
to continue to work for God and tlic! good t 
their'souls. Tire Bishop also addressed thc'faitl 
fnl and gave his blessing. 

’The Tliird Katholikentag of the German Catl 
olics was held in Humboldt August 9, 10. and 1 
1910, preparations being in the hands of Godfre 
Schaeffer. Miqhacl Flory, zMbert EAcr, F. 
Hauser and August Kruse'. Visitors from all par 
of St. Peter’s Colony, St. Joseph’s Colony, Regin 
X'ihank, Saskatoon and many' other towns and di 
tricts arrived in Humboldt on August h.^'Flicv sve 
received at the station by John Eckcr,. Joseph ar 
B. Vh'gbers and conducted to the asscjnbl;j^ir 
in procession bv ’\Icsscrs F.ckcr and the ’Wiiiftic 
on liorscback, c.Trrs’ing banners and acconlpankel 1 
the band from Hoodoo. Mr, Borget contfvc 
Bishop Pascal. Prior Bruno and Father Rurjnl; 
111 the hall in his auto and later took them tfi t! 
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and Mr. G. Schaeffer, I'ather Rudolph and Prior 
Bruno weleomed the visitors. Bishop Paseal re- 
.sponded and said that if he had not expended' his 
energies ns a missionary among the Indians in the 
Par North, he would, even at his advanced age 


Biun(i/l''atilers Rudolph, Peter, Dominic, Matthias, 
Benedict. Clnysostoni. Casimir. Bernard and Boni¬ 
face, were: P'athers Krist, O.M.I., Sclnvcers, O.M.I , 
Sclnvebius, O.M.I., Francis Palm, O.M.I.. from the 
St. Joseph's Colonv. Fathers Ilabcts, O. ^f. I., 
Schulte, O.M.I., aiid Ilandrick, O.M.I.. from.Win¬ 
nipeg, I’ather J. Schclbcrt from Vibank, Fathers 
Miinvcgen, O.M.I., from Rosthern, Brabendcr, 
O.M.I., from'Saskatoon, Rapp,, O.M.I., from Re¬ 
gina, and Joersissen, O. M. I., ! from Mary-Help 
Colony., Most of them spoke and extended greet¬ 
ings from the Gernian Catholics they represented. 
M'ln. Bens,Qf Lcofeld and Antoli I-Iuck of 'Vibank 
also spoke. I^ext morning. Bishop Pajeal celebrat¬ 
ed a solemn Pontifical High Mass in the conven. 
tion hall in the presence of 20 priests and 2500 
.faithful, and Father Bernard delivered the scr- 
"■i)ion. After the .service a grand parade marched 
tfirough the town, the'Hoodoo band again furnish¬ 
ing ninsic. The ladies of the parish prepared the 
nicals^for. the many_yisitors Jn the evening Mr. O. 
W. Andreason, mayor of Humboldt addressed the 
assembly and Mr. F. I. Hauser thanked him for 
his kind words. On August 11 the Convention was 
opened by a low Ma.ss in church after which Fa¬ 
ther Schweers gave a,resume of the work that liatl 
been done. Shortly before noon Bishop Pascal en¬ 
tered the hall and gave a fatherly address exhort¬ 
ing all to preserve and foster units'. 

Toward the end of October 1910 the parish¬ 
ioners decided to build a new and larger church, 
for an estimated $20,000,*' to replace the present 
building which had become tod small to serve the 
growing parish. By_ March 191 !■ stones for the 
foundation were .already hauled, though excava¬ 
tion work was begun only in May 1912. In October 
the church,was tinder,roof and the contractors be¬ 
gan construction of the tower, which was complet¬ 
ed in May 1913.,The first service' to be held in the 
new church was a Requiem on June 19, 1913.-for 


JK 


. The prcceeding 


the deceasediff^. August Kruse. '1 
winter the ^dl^s joEth^ parish had contributed' 
t $,1U00 ftf^©^U^lvmajn altar. Other donations ' 
V permitted ffiel purchase'.b'f artistic windows from 
' .Munich, B.naria, and for Stations of the Cross 
Wnii.li cost S30u. |1'10111 Ji^b to. 13 Father George 
Sciieffold, O.S.li.l prcaSlica a mission in the new ' 
eluireli, and about 1200Amembers of tlie parish 
received Holy Communion during these dajs. 

Bishop Pascal blessed tire church on August 
]0,, 1913. Before the dedication itself three low 
Khesses were said in the eluirch. At IQ'OO o'clock 
the Bishop blessed the church and the mam altar 
and then offered Pontifical High Mass. Prior ' 
Peter was assistant priest and preached the ser¬ 
mon, F'atiicr F. Lacombe, O.M.I., of Dclinas, Sask., 
was deacon. F'athcr William, chaplain of St. Fh/.a- 
beth's Hospital was subdcacon and Father Rudolph 
was master of ceremonies. In spite of the unfavor¬ 
able weather that day the church vyas filled. In the 
afternoon the Bishop blessed the statue of St. 
Augustine and then addressed the congregation in 
Fnglish, praising-them highly for cooperating so' 
faithfully with their pastor. .After the sennon he 
administered the sacrament of confirmation to 98 
persons including several adults. 

Bishop Pascal visited Flumboldt again on Au¬ 
gust 13, 1916, to confirm 56 persons and bless ,the 
cemetery of the Sisters of St. Elizabeth, north 
of town. 

, " June 23, 24, and 25, 1914 Huinboldt was 
host to another Katholikcntag, wich was .attended 
by .about 3000 delegates in spite of unfavorable 
weather. Among them were Fathers Philip; Funkc, 
O.M.I., the general secretary, William Bnicck, 6. 
M.I., from the Catholic Orphanage, Ppnee Albert, 
Til. Schmid, Duck Lake, George Schcffold, O.S.B., 
Way/ata, Minn., L. Grochow.ski, O.M.I.. 3\'inni- 
peg, P. Flabcts, O.M.I., Windthorst, Th. Schweers, . 
O.M.I., Allan, Peter Bour, O.M.I., Winnipeg, B. 
Ueberberg, O.M.I., Regina, Heinrich, Qu’AppclIe, 
Soos, Melville, Kim O.M.I., Holdfast, and the 
' Bcncdictint Fathers: Abbot Bruno, Prior Peter, 
Fathers Lawrence, Casimir, Peter Fischer, Matthias, 
Chrysostom, Bernard, Benedict, .'and Boniface. 
.'\lso present were Fathers A. Benoit, administrator 
of the Diocese of Regina, A. Auclair, editor of 
"La Patriotc” of Prince Albert, J. M. Joly, St. 
Pierre, Man., F'. Perquis, Vonda and D. Gamache 








nrntcci rontihcnl High Mnss assisted Pansh needed a new rectory which would be j 

Benoit as Presbyter assistant, Fatlrers eredit to the expanding congregation and larg 

i and Tlr. Sclimidt as deacon and sub- cnougli for a future assistant priest with room fc 

:1 Father George Scheffold delivered visitors, since Humboldt had developed into a rai; 

. On June 25 Father Boniface Hcider- way center. (A new railway line from Humboldt t 

M., of Edmonton, celebrated a Solemn Mclfort had been opened in 1921.) In Februar 

iigh Mass for the deceased members of 1921 the parish decided to build the new house 

rein, assisted by Fathers Bour and Uc- A census taken of the parish at this time showci 

i Father George again delivered the 180 families, and 1000 parishioners, besides 3' 

cr dinner on June ,'24 all the men pre- C.itliolic Ruthenian families. By August the parisl 

d in parade through the town, and the ■ house was nearing completion. The old parisl 
again met in the skating rink. Mr.’ liou.sc was sold to Mr. Stokes and moved on Marcl 

lined lip the w-ork done in the final bS. 1922. by means of seven sleighs, five of wliicl 

the Katholikentag. after which the ’t’e were tom to pieces in the operation, 

sung, and the convention ndjoiimcd. Tlic k'niglits of Columbus were cstablishci 

5 Father Rudolph asked to be relieved in 1 IiimboUlt on October .S, 1917, when 50 loca 

0 because of ill bcalth and in March he candidates were initiated at a ccrcriionv in wliicl 


cd p.astor of St. Benedict. Father Bene- 
med pastor of Humboldt. A financial 
1 by Father Benedict in March of 1918 
: the parish had reduced its debt the 
rear from S14.253 to $12.10s. despite 
nc tact tiint the heating system had been mstiilled 
11 the church that year and the basciiiciit of tbe 


about 200 delegates from Winnipeg, Regina, Sas 
kilooii. Prince Albert and Battleford participated 
■I he chief organizer was Mr, J. J. i.eddy of Saska 
toon. At the banquet Father Sinnett of Sinnett am 
Father Daly of Regina spoke, and Dr, J. L. Barr 
w.is chosen Grand Knight with Mr, F. I. Hauser 
as Depntr Grand Knight. In March 1922, the. 
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piece and is exposed annually bcncalli tlic sfde 
altar during tlic last three days of Holy Week. 

In j921 Father Dominic secured the scrvice.s 
of'Father Daniel'O'Sullivan of Muenster to delner 
a scries of Lenten sermons to the parisliiouei.s of 
Humboldt. From that time on Father O'Sulhs.m . 
was a familiar figure there. {Imtlier O'Sullivan, a 
man of culture and fcaming was a secular priest 
boru and ordained in Ireland. He taught fora tune 
at St. I’eter'.s College, and later was chaplain in a 
Manitoba hospital.) Father Joseph Sittcnaucr also 
assisted Father Dominic periodically. 

l''atlicr Dominic celebrated his silver jubilee of 
priesthood August S, 1922, at a solemn High Mass 
assisted by Father Alfred Mcycr''as assistant priest, 
Fathers Gregory Stcil, O.S.B., and Leonard Kaps- 
ncr, O.S.B., as deacon and subdcacon. Abbot 
Michael’was assisted by Fathers Lawrence and 
Joseph Sittcnaucr, Father Alfred, the founder of 
St. Peter's Colony, was at this time the Prior of Sb. 
John’s Abbey of which Fathers Gregory and Leo¬ 
nard were members. Fpthcr Leonard was a class¬ 
mate of Father Dominic's. Father Alfrcd^clivcrcd 
the jubilee sermon in Fnglish and.Gcrnimi. After 
High Mass the Knights of Columbus and the Chris¬ 
tian Mothers offered their good wishes and pres- 
sentations to the jubilarian. 

From October 28 to Nosember -1, 1923, Fa¬ 
thers Max Kassiepe, O.M.I., an^ A. 11. Rosen¬ 
thal, O.M.I., preached a mission,'the former hav¬ 
ing the Gcnnan sermons in the church, the latter 
the F.nglish in the basement. In June 1924 Father 
D. J. Moriarty, O.M.I., preached another mission 
and .\bbot Michael conducted a retreat for the 
young ladies’ Sodality, from May 14 to 16, 1925. 

The Scp.iratc School in Humboldt opened the 
school year, September 1925, with an enrollment 
of more than 200 children. The parishioners be¬ 
gan to-makc plans for a larger school. 

January 1, 1926, Abbot Michael celebrated a 
Pontifical High Mass in St. Augustine’s Church. 
Since Humboldt was an important center, he 
wi.shcd that it should have'a share in the solemn 
services. Prior Peter was assistant priest. Fathers 
Dominic and Leonard were dcaeoiis of honor and 
I'athers Paul and Francis deacon and suhdcacon. 
The collection taken up on thatxlay was assigned 
to the Scholarship of the Sapred Heart — a scholar¬ 
ship for the education of priests for St. Peter’s 
Colonv. The Jubilee Year proclaimed by the Holy 


Ihither began on that day. 

The Catholic Women's League was'organized 
111 St Augiisliiic’s Parish June 4, 1926, and the 
following were they first officials. .Mis, Jos. Schiiltis, 
president, Mrs. Max Bauer, first vice-president, 

• Mrs. Archie Pouer, second vicc-presideni. Mis. 
.\iig. Lins, third vice-president, Mrs. .\. M. Kelly, 
treasurer, Mrs. .V. J. Kruse, .secretary. Mrs. J. 
Platzer, Miss Nellie O’Brien and Miss F,. Hauser, 
couucitlors. The League celebrated its 25th anni¬ 
versary' on June 3. 1951 and seven charter inein- 
bers were present: Mrs. Max Bauer, Mrs. Leo 
h'lory, Mrs. A. f. Kruse, Mrs, J. McAiiccly, Mrs.-J. 
Platzer, Mrs. Clara Schaeffer ,md Mrs. Arnold 
Schmitz. Father .Moysnis was ch.iirmah of the jubi¬ 
lee celebration and Father d'.ngelhcrt Paradis, O. 
F.M., the guest speaker, traced the history of the 
■League in Canada. Mrs. Kruse added the informa¬ 
tion that Miss Lellc Guerin of Montreal’was the 
foundress, and recounted how the League w.is. 
established in the territory of the Abbey Nnlliiis, 
how Mrs. J, J. Dugan of Edmonton aided in the 
e.stablishmcnt of the first subdivision and how 
other subdivisions were formed at Bruno, Watson, 
and Cudworth in 1927. Prior Pctcr'rcprcscntcd Fa¬ 
ther Abbot who was absent in. Eastern Canada.. 

The Confraternity of the Christian Mothers 
was established in St. Augustine’s Parish in 1906 
and celebrated its silver jubilee November 11, 1931. 
Abbot Severin was present and Father Rudolph sang 
a solemn High Mass with Fathers Benedict and 
Stephen as’deacon and subdcacon. Father Rudolph 
reviewed’ the work accomplished by the Christian. 
Mothers in the past 25 years, and Abbot Severin 
admitted new members. In his address he remind¬ 
ed them that “the power of a good Chrjstian 
Mother is nnhmited.” Thirtv seven members of the 
parish joined the Confraternity at its founding in 
1906. Tlic-following officials were elected: Mrs. 
Mich. Flory. president, Mrs. Fred Hcidgcrkcn, vice- 
president, and Mrs. Carl Schmidt, sccrctary-tie.i- 
burer. During the 25 years at least 34 Christian 
Mothers were called to their reward. The Con- 
fraternitv aided the church in many ways; it con¬ 
tributed ‘SbOO to the building fund, purchased the 
artistic window of St. Elizabeth, the electric lights., 
-for the main altar, the statue of the Sacred Heart, 
the goldcnwcstinents. the .altar in the basement, the 
wardiobes in the .sacristy, candlesticks etc. The 
Christian Mothers held their meetings monthly. 
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on the First I'lul.iy of tlio nionlli tlioy lOLoivcd IIol\ longer nt tlic liospit.il thiin llicir sclicdulq-allowed, 

. l.uiiiiiuiiium ill ,1 ,iiid .itlei the \i,bs on llii. mi tli.it iiKsUed of .irriviii^ iit tlie town li.'iH .it i 00 ' 

(..n tiny li.id'.i spiriliuil eoiitciciicO from the ii.i.slur lln.\ re.ielicd it .it 5'20. The lull w;is pjcked, .nnd 

On i\iieii,st 22, 1927 llie Uiiiihiie Sisleis wue K.'.iine of the vhortiiess of the tinic IliC speeelies 

111 .1 [jomIiou to |0111 the le.ielmiy sl.ill ot the stp- li.ul- |o be .il):e\i.iled. The students Of St. Peter’s ■ 

.ii'.ite sehool. At first only tliiee sisters weic ..s.iil- Colieqc were present. 

.ihle. Ml. is, Lelil.ine leni.iiiieil piineip.il, .iiitl .in- [iilv 10. 1912, Ihitlicr Cregory Grisser celebrat- 

olher l:iy te.ieher w.is eng.iged. Torhiy the .seliool cd Ins fust so’cnii High Muss at'IIniiiboldt. lie 

IS entiiels iiiulel the diie'elion of tlie-Sisteis. It li.is li ul been old.lined )nne 29 bv llisliop Prud'lipniiiie 

giowii to_ siicli .111 esiciit tli.it 12 S'isteis .ne le- of Prince Albert ni the C.ilhcdrnl at lAfncnstcr. Tlie" ■ 

united ineliidiiig tliiee who lake care of then lesi- iienlv ord.iiiied priest was conducted in procession 

dence,ysshich w.is piirehascd from Mr. O. \\ . .\ii- to the Chiifeh with the Iviiights of Cnlninbiis as 

eheasoVan 1920. 'guards of honor. At M.iss he nsis as.sistcd by Rathcrl 

I'uJjinc ot 1929 consliiietioii began on a new kngiisliiieais deacon, k'nlher Alovsins as snbdcacon,!, 

^ C P.R. rme from I.anig.in to PrinCe .Albert M,i and I’.ither-noiniiiic as.'assistant priest. .In the | 

. Iliiiiiboldf. In September the rails reached Iltini- s'nietii.in’ ncrc .Abbot Scvcriii Prior Peter, Fathers 

holdt and oi) Scplciiiber 30'’1.930,_ the line 'was ....kljlaiv Dnerfler. OS.P.. (a brother of the dccc.ised - \ 
opened for passenger Sersicc: The.town of Jluni- .Ahiiot Riiiiiol. Joseph Steiger of Farling. Iowa, Al- 

holdl ileel.ired .i holiday and' gave a bantjliet in phoiisc, Siihpfior Joseph Sj'ttcnaiicr. and Benedict, 

honor of .\Ir. K. W. Beatty, President of the C.ii'u- I'.ither Peter clclncred the .scinbn in German and 

dun P.icifie R.iihv.iy. tliat eseiiing ■ .• h'.ithcr'Joseph in Fnglish, In the afternoon the new 

On Dcceiiihcr S, 1930 St. .Angiistilie's parish priest officiated at .solemn A'espers .and Father 

sHehiated its silver jubilee. Imtlier Rudolpli. flic Steiger, in a sctinnn, rclate’d his c.Npcriences at the 

fust pastor, celebrated the public .solemn High exorcisms performed o\cr a girl in Iris parish. She 

Mass with Father Benedict, the second p.istor, as had been posscs.scd for twcK'c years and after 23 

- de.icon. .ind Father nominic, the tliird pastor, as days the C.ipiicln'n Father TTicophilus Ricsinger 

siihdcacon. Abbot Severin preached in Gcmian succeeded in c.xpclling .the evil'spirits. Tlic power 

.Hid Fnglish. In the cvfcning a prograni.of spcachcs . over the devil. Father Steiger said, is'givcn to the 
.inil miiMc.was held in the Knights of Goluinbus Catholic priest at his ordination. After Benediction, 
lull.' • with the Blessed Sacrament Father Gregory gave his 

March 31, 1930, Ilis Excellency, 'Viscount 'blessing to tlic people individually. 

\\ illiiigdon.Abe Governor Gcncr.'il of Canada.and F’.ithcr James P.itrick Murphy of, Regina, Or-' 

■ l.idy W'illingdon visited Uinnholdt. Tlic sisitors' dninccl'on April 2. 1949, offered'his second solemn 

■limed h\ special train at 2.00' P.M.. on the inyi- High Mass here on April 10, in'the church where 

-UiLiiiii of Mr. A. F. Totzkc, then the Member of he jiad been an altar boy. Fathers Wilfrid an5 Paul 
P.irlumciit-for the constitncncy of Humboldt. They were deacon and subclcacon and Abbot Severin 

were met at the station by Mayor Crawley and the preached the sermon.. Present were his mother and 

[own Council, the officials of the Rural Mimic.'- 'Other relatives from Regina. ' Father Fifurphy is.-. 
p.Jitv of Humboldt, the Canadian Legion, tlic Bov the .son of Mrs, and flic late Me, Vincent Murpliv, 

, S,dills.,iiul Girl Guides, and an immense crowd of who practiced law in Humboldt, and drowned in 

pioplc. From the station the-party proceeded to' July 1933.- I.atcr'that year the family moved to- 

. Ihc public school.where the children of Ijic town Regina. In tlic evening a public rccc|)tion was held 

■iiid district were a.sscmhlcd. Then thev were taken in the Knights of Colinnbns hall, where Mr. Henry ■ 
to St. Fli/cibcth Ho.spRal where they: Were rc- Koep read 'an ilhiminafcd address artd Father 

cu’vcd by AJrhot Severin, Mother Superioress Alovsins'ciffer,ed F'.ither Mnrphv a purse'in behalf' 
Scraphin.i, the Sistc'fs'and .student nurses. Tlicv of the p.inshinners. Father Murphy thanked all. and 

iisitcd niaiiv of the, patients and had a word of, cMircssctl his happiness to he'in his boyhood home 
Cfmsolation for all. Kvervone was much impressed aj;ain. • ' ■ 

in- the .friendliness of the visitors. ‘ They' stayed ' On July 29. 1947, St. Augustine’s Parish cel- 






Dr.' J. C.'. KiVg, M.L.A., icp 
Dr. J,, .1.1 Mc'Kcdmie, Pcpii' 


c pnriili prcpiirccl Tlic smallest niiiulrcr of pupils in any rooiii m 
L iigustinc’s parish. ^,,(1 the largcst.MS. Al a iucefing of the r.ilt| 

\I1 the ' p.anslic.-s in tlic f.il! of 1951.it was agreed that more 

cd dr .served h.id room space was needed, and ^tcsscrs W. C. 

Iiildren nf of the Isgnmnd and St.m F,. Storey were again cons 

. F.itliei .n'onnnie Mr. Storev sidnnitted a plan hir an .uldition I 

he festivities, re- north of the present building^ to h.irmoni/s 

priests were really tltc evisting striicture. containing'four class 

men to represent ' ywit .In estimated cost of $70,000. ^ 

' ■■ Ip 1943 Father Dominic’s health beg 
irate School Dis- decline. In response to his request for asSistar 

it of the Church. Snndavs and Holydays .Father Philip was sent 

c arclntect.s \'an ' the Abhev. and other Fathers who assisted 
ind con.strnctiOn time wcre Fathcre Paul, George, Florian.a'n 

puction Co., lie- man. Father George assisted in Himiholdt fo 

3 storev building, ' a vcar'l and arranged for three Masses tin Si 
ir S30',000. Tire and llWyday.<.,lIc was in charge of .the ar 

[^eidgerken (both monts fpr'Fathc'r' Dominic’s jubilee, June 29, 

f. J. Gact-^, Max Father Prior Peter assisted Father Dominic 

chool was blessed the prihcmal feasts of the Ecclesiastical year, ( 

1936. .'hiat after- mas, Easter,-All Saints', forlmorc than twenty 
mblcd in church. In Scptemjicr 1947 Fathet George was app 
proceeded to the pastor of S.acrcd llcaft Parish; Watson, ar 
iscd ’aud hoisted. thcr Aloysiu\ succeeded him in Humboldt. I 
sang’thc n.-it'ional administratop and after the death of .Father 
hen- blessed, and nic. January 27. 1950 as pastor. Since Np\ 

:t illuminated ad- ,1947 Fathet Rbman bas'bccn the regular we 

the church vidicrc .assistant at St.Vmgustinc’s Church. 













Of. iSckotaMica 


As .ilrc.icly iiicntioiicd, lAillicr RiKlulpir'f«.uri'd-' 
cd St. Schola.stica's Mission south of Mimiboklt,'on 
Oclolicr 15; 1905, and attended it once a month” 
until March 1915,. when he was liansfcrred lo St' 
Hcnediil. 'I'lieieafter l''.ilhei Benedict h.ul charge 
ot the Mission until 1920. h'ather Marcclhis, slii- 
tioiied 111 Bruno, attended it until' 1921, mid 
li.iTishioiais donated .in auto, mi that he could serve 
the. niissioii iiidrc eoinciiiciitly. In 'July 1921 I'a- 
thei Malthew- look oi_er the Missio'iiu' and leccned 
the ear. The first High Mass cclehr.itcd in St. 
SCholastica's Mis.sion occurred on August 27. 1922. 
tlye •das bn wlficK a nuniher of the children ;re-.. 
ccived tlrc'ir hl'tst Holy Coniirninion. inithei Ahr- 
thesv celebrated .the High Mass,-rather Ignatius 
Groll, O.S.B., played the orgaii, and the Cleric's 
of St. Peter's Abbey sang. Tire people were so over¬ 
joyed thkt there were tears in some eyes. 'That 
afternooh the children were taken to the banks of^ 
Stoney Lake, for a picnic. 

The church proving too small, a new one was 
erected in 1925. Father Joseph Sittqnancr celebrat¬ 
ed the first Mass- in the new church, August 5, 
though it svas not quite finished, while Father 
Matthesy was in the United.States on a short visit 
to his home. Before this date, while the old church 
was being razed and the new one tl» the process of 
erection. Mass was celebrated beneath the'roof of 
the old church, the congregation attending injhc 
open. An organ was hauled tliree miles from the 
home'of Mr. Peter Klassen and the choir of the 
Mjssiori sang beautifully. There were 50 families in 
the rhfission. The visiting priest always” found a 
hosptfam6^->vclcOmc in the home of Mr. Peter Klas- 
scn." Regular services were held in the neSv church 
from Novefnber 4. 1925, and it was blessed by Ab¬ 
bot Michaol July 4, 1924, assisted by Father 
.Charles Cannon, O.S;B., and . Father Matthew. 
After the High Mass sung by Father Matthew. 
Father' Abbot administered confirmation. In his 
sermon he expressed joy at the cooperation the 
parishioners .jhad shown in erecting such a nice 
church. On October 18, 1925, first Holy Com¬ 
munion was administered to 25 children. A num- 


•tangiegatlliii lliaRrihe ehiirch would li.ivc to In 
enlarge.rl in llte iifit loo dislaiil tiilu.ieBrJim-^la 
appiiucli of wiiite'r 192fi.a_fiix44arteT\as nisi,ilia 
ill theii.i.seiiieiif. ^ 1., 

lUjtlic Miiiiipct ofT927 .Mihot Scvcriii .ippoiiit 
ed'JTXlterl .'con.ijd fi.isipr bk .41 .Sdiol.islic.i .iiul hi 
held hiS.'first’.seJx iccs, fiicreai^ [ulv 24, 1927. I .i 
tiler Teijliard is-istill ]!.ssJor,,(ind since the suiiiiiie 
of 19|5(). he has scA'icey^ every Sunday and Holy 
daj’, whereas fqpiierly scA’i.Ces were held only even 
second ^unday/rc ,.- 

After servihg-St. Scpllxtica' 25 rears F.ithe 
'Leonard! had tire privilege of'celebrating the silvc 
jubilee of his priesthood ,?niid his parishioners am 
friends oh August fi. 195.0. The jnbilarian offerer 
hiS Mass' of thanksgivings with his two brothc 
priests. Father Siihprior 'Wavier and I'athcr Fd 
ward as deacon and subdeacon. Abbot Scyerin tie 
lisercd the sermpn in which he stressed the ncec 
of vbcations. After Mass Edward Merkowsky offer 
cd congratulations in behalf of the parish and madr 
a presentation in the name of tjie parishioners anc 
the Confraternity of the" Christian Mothers anc 
Father Edward extended the gOod wishes of thr 
-family and all relatives. 

Two years later, August 17, 1952, St. Schola 
stica’s Church was again crowded with parishioiicr 
and friends at a solemn High Mass celebrated In 
Father Leonard marking his 25th, anniversarv a 
pastor. He was assisted by his brother .Father- Ed 
ward as deacon, and Rev. Michael Blanch, a soii o 
the -parish as subdeacon. Four nephews of the celc 
br.Qnt served at the Mass and>and Father Floriai 
delivered the sermon. After Mass the parishioner 
gathered in' front of the church and Mr. Joscpl 
'Novccosky presented a spirituaThbuquet, an cas; 
'chair and other gife. Father Leonard thanked thi 
parishioners for wliat they had'done,ini the pas 
and on that day. He reminded thcm.^that all he o 
any other pastor had ever done was to "help Chris 
grow in then souls.” 

On September 28, 1952 Father .Abbot Sg^rii 
administered the sacrament of Confirmation t 
56 members of St. Scholastica’s Parish. Fathc 


















riic church built in 1923 hcconuug too suinll. 
' it was considerably enlarged in 19-12, and in 1952 
the basement was enlarged and renorated. 

The following young ladies of the parish have 
joined religious conimunitics: Sisters Mary Ger- 


tiiidejihnieh. \1. Gil 
Clare Mane Koppes 
Saietskv. l.eoiiardiiK 
GeiieMcse N'ineeosk 
/.er, Agnes I’ocl/cr. 


immaculate (Conception 


ser\ ices in the three 

' The first Mass in the Mission of the Iiiiiiiacii- sacrifices, since the 
late Conception, south of Garniel, was celebrated winter cold hiid to 
h\ bather Rudolph on Thiirsdai, Nosciiiber 1Although the N 
1906 and on June 30, 1910, Ijishop I’ascal bless- ception at that tiiiic 

cd the cluirch which had been constructed near dies, they erected’a i 

the house of Mr. h’roess. bather Riidylph and ba- ship 37, range 24, 7 

Hicr Benedict, as pastors of Iluinboldt, visited tha of bather Matthew. 

Mission frequently, usually on week days. After the fcld was the contra 

pari.sh house was completed at Carmel in 1923, church ernered will 

Father Matthew was able.to arrange service more _ its kind in the colo 
regularly at the Mission. As an cvamplc of the in- been gathered before 

tense activity bather Matthew was called upon to of the labor was dor 

cAcrcise, the following may be recorded. On No- the result that no c 

vcinbcr 1, 192-1. the Fca.st of All Saints, a S.iturday, Peter blessed the cl 

batlicf Matthew celebrated his first Mass at St. the solemn High Mr 

Schojastica's Church, followed by a High Mass at and h'rancis as dcacc 

Carmel, where after Mass the Blessed Sacrament the church Seemed 

was cvposcd until evening. The next day. Sunday. but the parishioners 

he celebrated his first Mass at Carmel follpyved bv ever, on the day of 

a High Mass 'at the Mission of the Iriiniaciilate capaeitv. . . 

Conception, where also there was exposition of tlic Twenty five yi 

Blessed Sacrament until evening. November 3 All. Mi.ssion of the Inur 
Souls n.iv that year. Father Matthew said.the first' the silver jubilee ol 
Mass at the church of the Immaculate Conception. congregation assernb 

the second one, a High Mass at Carmel, and the offered by Prior Pel 

third Mass, also a High. Mass at St. Scholastica. and Norbert. Prior 

Immediately after the third Mass he hurried on a Gcrinan and ennurn 

sick call to the bedside of a ,90 year old lady. It was which the faithful 

six o'clock in the evening before he found time to during its twenty fi 

cat. his breakfast. That evening Ire baptized F.d- ■ .them to took upon 
^ ward Sarctsky-, iriTant son of Mr. and Mrs. Peteyy^C spot in the Mission 
\,j^cLsky. In cd'ch’of the three places almost e\cty^ much needed vocal 
parishioner had gone to confession and to Holy^ Mass dinner was sc 
Communion. About the same schedule, was,in*The first trustees c 
■store' for Father Matthew on All Saints 'Dav and towskv. Fred Kosol 










I niul beautifying the Mission as well as the 


ire. DcptcniDcr /, 


(^drmel 


itlior Rudolph iaid the first Holy Mass m 
riiicl district in the house of John Weber, 
southeast quarter of section 12. township 
gc 2-t, about three and one half miles north- 
the present town of Carmel, probably in 
ring of 1908. Tire exact date could not be 
ined. The first marriage solemnized at 
1 was that of Peter Wolf and Theresia Hu- 
n'e 5, 1910, Father Boniface officiating. On 
6, 1910, John Haupt was buried, the Re- 
being sung by Father Boniface. The first 
1 choir consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Matt Kon- 
r. and Mrs. John Weber, Eugene Hammerer, 
r. and-Mrs. Ben Rcinckc and Otto Lutz, 
ilrs. Henry F.ngclc was the first organist, 
thcr Boniface attended the Carmel Mission 
diicnstcr between 1909 and 1912. The 
was built on a little knoll nbrthcast of the 
ind blessed by Bishop Pascal June 11. 1910. 
7 a building was erected near the church tO’ 
s a residence for the teacher of the parochial 
Miss Catherine Dicthclm. Father George 
lid, O.S'.Bh, preaehed a mission at Cannel 
to -1. 1915. Father Bernard, pastor of Sacred 
Church, Watson, visited Carmel from 1912 
to 191 5 once a month, and from 191 5 to 1919 Fa-' 
- ther Joseph Wlckel, pastor of Englcfcld, came 


once a month. On 19ceemlKT -1, 1919 
of C.irmel Mission wrote to Muenster 
day, November 50, was a memorable c 
parish of Carmel, as on this day our pas 
Joseph, visited hj^arish for the last til 
ly. During the feur years that Father ] 
charge of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel C 
parish has made remarkable progress hot 
ly and financially. In order that Carmc' 
eene sersices oftener Father Joscpli 
with Abbot Michael, and he was kind 
give the parish of Carmel seiiiimoiitl 
thereafter. Father Fridolin has been app 
new pastor.” leather I’ridolin, IrOwever, d 
attend to Carmel, for he was appointee 
Watson in July 1920, I'athcr Marcelle 
sisted^ h'athcr Leo at Bruno at the time, 
the new pastor of Carmel. A year later. 

Father Marcdlus was replaced by Fathc 
who also took charge of St. Scholastic; 
ilndsthc Mission of the Immaculate C( 

< _-4^^ishop P.tscal visited Carmel the 1; 

Augiisf 12, -1914, to confirm 22 youn 
of the parish;" and Abbot Michael ai 
Confirmation on October 10.'1920, to ' 

52 from Carmel and 20 from Immacula 
tion. Many of the faithful found no room 'in the 
chnrch for the service, a sign that the church was - 
















GOLDEN rEARS 


ir tlic p.iiisli 111 lluj p.irisli ichiKjl iit 
C.iiiiicl, d fimilliiitiit liad h-ilUcu '(J \\ lii-ii Mis', 
HlIuii , ipp .iiid ,\li'' M.i,\ k'opp I't Min-iisfci 









il il -ii.ib foil.Ill lli.'i till' jiK 
ii.wliicli Ijii cluucli'li.id bccTi built, tin iiHli 
Xiioll nollli of till r.iihiii;', u.n'iiiliiiij 
fill fiihirc cipansioii At .1 iiii'iti'ii^ on \u"iist i r 
'19dl, ,il uliiili PiKii I’ctctAiiiil •! illiii l.ii) Mill 
picicnt, <lic panshioncrs ,'cictidi'il lliat llic cliiiiiii 
jji nioMil to a p.ircc! M l.iuil, duiuitiJ for (hi 
purpose, faiorjhiy lo^id solitli of the i.iiiw'ii .iiiil , 
ipiitc dose to tlic^iun Jiid llic iii.iiii io,.d M 
Koob of Bruno wad given the contr.ul to iiioii (lie 
biiildings to-the new site. , Mhtliiii a nioiitli tin 
work w.-is completed'SO lli.it M.iss cnnld be slid 
on the new site September 25, .1921. 

With the coming of Milliir iM.ilflicw C.iiiinl 
u.is u].scd to the rrink of'a-parish wi.th a resident 
pastor. A new parish house, cio.se to the cluirili n.is 
completed during the late suninier of 1923 It was 
■ hmsivir, no bed of roses'on whnli the new p'lto. 
ot C.iiinol could rest Tins is p.iit of a letier |i,e" 
wrote to a confrere in April 1927, “I have made 
i.uin a trip by day and by night, none of lliiiii, 
siionticr, can be compaicd to in, liip l.'.st Siiiidar 
. o'spiil 3, on hoiscback). You -accoiiipamed me once 
aliLii I went by auto tliioiigh the wild stut'li m 
louiitrv from St. Scliola.stka to Conception 'fUnce 
joii have some idea of the lav of the land and can 
imagine how I fared, I left Carmel at 5 o’clock 
111 the morning and returned again m the cui'iiig 
It sceitied as though all the inow from the treeless 
pniiric around Carmel had been blown into tlie 
bush country to the south. In many places thei^ 
was snow on top and water below Repeatedly my. 
horse broke through and at one time as it sink 
ctoun to its belly it fell to its side, .incl horse „iid 
rider .lay in the morass F.acli time it tried to rise 
it sank in deeper and I had a hard time to co.i'. 
■iiicl pull it out On the wav home I had to dis- 
nioimt at least a, doyen tunes and lead the poor 
.iminal by the bridle, hly feet,and logs wCic soaked 
Bv the time I reached home the cold Jilid pcncti.it- 
cd into my whole bodv and caused a feeling, .is if 
It li.id been 40 degrees below rcro. To niv .surprise 
. I did nof catch a cold. It also was a hard trip for 
• till poor horse It h.id bled hidly even hcfoic I 


leaciiecl bt. bcholastica, because iii the iiintiiiiig .ill . 
vv'.is lie .iiid fui/cii groniid and the snow vv.i-, tovei- 
ed inlli .1 crisp lev i nisi " 

'I'll .give more room to the iiieic.isiiig number 
ol p.irisliioiicis, evtciisive alterations' were iii.iile in 
the iiiteiioi of Ihe (,lmieli during llie vear 102S 
uiidei the cb.ectioii of I'aliiei. btejiheii. I'.ither. 
?v;,ittliea's suceissoi \ p.itish li.iil 'v.i, ere Jed elo e 
to (he el.iiicli ill 1929 I'alliei Sleplieii einbeilislieJ 

11., eioHiKls ,!i.c| the (eiiijei\ .il Con.J b' ji’n.t- 
iiig tiees .liid sliiiibs in liis sp.ire; time In .Klditimi 
to ,'lieli.l I, llie I'.Misli of C,! mol Ji"! lie Mi'-sion 
0,' I'e liiiiii.i-ul.ilc Coiiciplion I'llliii .Stqilnii 
also visited St John’s Mission, outside of the 
C'.'iio ;t Ihe rcipiest of llic Boliop of Prince 
\ibeit 0.1 Siptciiiber 2s I'Ms, liislipp Priid lioiii- 
iik of Pill)!', .Mbert visited St Johns clmtji .mil 

1.. ..1e'.-cil , o'.Jnn.ition on .ibniit 30 diilelren 'I'lic 
J3i hop pie.iclied in Pnglisli .incl l■'atllCI Rciii.iid of 

.4iigiist 12," 19'58. was a solemn clay for the 
pirisli o’f Carmel. .\t 9 30 l'',ither St-pli -i i il-.Vr ,i- ^ 
cd n Mass at ssbicb I’atl’.tr Josvpli prc.alud 
,m Piighsli and German and 20 children rri.iele \ 
their solemn'Coiiiiniinion In the .ifleriiooii .Mibot 
Scvcriii arrived and was ihct bv 20'mcti on liorte.-.-- 
hick who .iccoiiipiiiiccl luin over two iiivli's'.incl 
comliictccl liiin to the f'lnirch There he coiifinned 
27 ehildrcn of the. p.irish. .assisted bv Mitlicrs L.-ivv- 
reiicc, Bernard iii.td Alovsiii, P.itlier .\bbnt spoke 
to the coiiL'ieg.ition .ibofit the gifts of the Holy . 
Ghost aiie^ the gr.iW’s He works ip the.s^nils of the 
confirineel 'On' .-\ugiist 30, I9s0. T.ithcr .\bbot 
.ig.iiu VI,lied the parish, A tceiup nt 12 horsemen 
met him and conducted his auto to the church. 

'\t tlic High Ma.ss he w.Ts assisted bv Pathers Ste¬ 
phen and Alovsiiis A number of'children received 
their solemn Communion,'at the Mass and \bbcvt 
Sevenn’preached on the'value of Communion In 
tile >,'iftci noon he blessed the 1000 lbs bell at, 
which the trustees of the parish acted as .sponsors 
'Phe n.mic rif the bell is, '‘Scvcriims” Tlie_.-\bbot 
.igiin .iildrcssc'd the congregation, explaining the 
nK.ssage a bc4l gives, to the congrig.ition 

When l''.itlicr Stephen was transferred to 
F.ngc'lfckl m September 1939 Father/Mplionsc w.is 
.ipponited pastor During his pastorate a new clmieli 
74 \ -Jt feet was erected in 1947 Plans were elr.iwn 
lip bv a S.i.skaP^ architect and construction w.is m 
cli.Tge of M'llliam Ludwig of Bnino Prior Peter 








ySt. ■ Oregon 


. Rics’ Iionic, n few miles'm 
town, on the nftcnioon ef 
IS filled ns .the settlers from 
lY attended this first sen it 
Father I’ctcr spoke to the 


tlmreh tmd ndininistcred fli 
i.ition .to H memhers. Prior 
Ilish hfnss. while Fathers 
r assisted the Bishop, who at 
n before confirmation. 

II Father Bernard'visited 


re for them. TJic patron chosen 
h was St. Greaors. the-Croat. 
1C Pope, who died in 60-}. The 
ded was that of Anthony 7.im- 
,cr Matthias, on fulv 21. lOO--. 
December 8. 1907 at wbich Fa- 
, a parish school was organized, 
dienhojer. Martin Plemel and 
in. were elected trustees, .ind 


nard's assistant and also paid fretpicnt 
Gregor. Here is how he described the 
his esperiences in it. “Since there was 
place in the village; this annev, a fcw'fr 
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finallyJcft it entirely and looked for aliotlicr place. , li; 
Mr. I'rank nr Martin I’lcniel had a^httle room. li; 
and tliat is where 1 found sohie re.st.” \\ lien Mr. « 
Kies ereeted li large home in the villag^hathei h 

found cordial hospitality. \ u 

Father George Seheffold, O.S.B. prejiehed g 
a" mission from Juno 30 to July 4, 1914, the whole 
parish attending the thrci; daily sermons. On JuJv | 
3 he blessed- the mission cro.ss and on July 4. afte\ c 
a Mass for the deceased "members of the parish, \ p 
he blessed the cemetery, Tlic parish at that time \ i, 
numbered 25 families and several bachelors, Ac- y. 

cording to the parish census of 1920 the lumiber y 

of families-had increased to 36 and there were 12 . t 
bachelors. The parish books for 1912 to 1913 f 

.showed a cash balance of 51,35, by 1922 they . 
showed a balance of $9,861.92, With such a re- j 

spcctablc sum on hand. Father Joseph and the ^ 

parishioners believed that thp time had come to 
erect a new church. Tlicy wanted to construct it 
of brick, large and beautiful enough to be a credit . . 
to the parish and the Colony.. In November 1922 j 
Father Joseph w-.is appointed pastor of St. .Ann’s ^ 
Church, Annahcim,- but he remained in charge of 
St. Gregor. The cornerstone for the new church was 
blessed by Abbot Miclmcl July 15, 1923, assisted ^ 

by Fathers Joseph, Casimir, Ignatius and D. O’Sul¬ 
livan. At the parish festival that followed, plus a ' 
few pres-ioiis entertainments, the sum of 51250 was 
realized and added to the building fund. Mr. .An- ' 
'ton Stadclmann of Engclfeld was the contractor. ' 
Construction proceeded smoothly and without 
mishap that summer until August 24, when August * 
Hogg of Annahcim who was working on the roof at ' 
the time, was struck on the head by a brick falling 
from the tower and fell from the roof unconscious. 
Fortunately he fell into a ditch filled with w-atcr =■• 
which broke his fallr He svas rushed to the hospital 
at Humboldt where he remained unconscious for 
several days, but recovered and returned home m 
about three weeks. The church was built 86 x 40 ft. 
with a 12 ft. high basement, and a 86 ft. high 
tower. The stained glass window-s, costing 51,000, 
svcrc donated by the parishioners, and one parish-- 
inner donated a bell weighing 1800 lbs. Not count- 
Ina.rlicc^. donatinns the cost of the church. com- - 


wise provi.sion. Now in. 1953 
up to enlarge it becaasc the 
grown the space available. 

,\bbot Michael ble.ssed tl 
1923. F.itlier Joseph celebrate 
corain potitifice, witl^Aithcr 
l-’athcr Daniel O’Sullivan as 
hot eougratnl.itcd the paris 
erecting such a beautiful chi 
six girls received their first I: 
the ladies of the parish ser 
frame church. 

About this "time Father 
Fngclfcld., was placed in eh 
that Father Joseph could di 
■Annaheii;!. ' 

’I’hc next celebration ii 

31, 1927. At 9:30 Father 1 
low Mass at which 25 chi 
Communion and "at 10:00 tl 
At 2.00 P.M.. .Abbot Severi 
xs-.is met by the parishioners; 
accompanied him to the ( 
received bv Father M.-ircclI 
had been ins'Cstcd with the 
of Mount Carmel, Father !' 
assisted by Fathers Marcelli 
St. Gregor w-as host to t 
tak (District Catholic Com 
Colony on July 13, 1930, 
.pontifical High Mass, assis 
A\-'ilfrid, Xavier,- Aloysius, 
Peter delivered the sermon.' 
served dinnef. At 2-00 P.M 
opened and Father Marcelli 
F. J. Hauser amf W. F, H 
delegates. Father August 
General .Secretary of the 
the assembly on Catholic 
Sevefin spoke on the Sacra 
a divine institution. At the 
. Father Marccllus thanked all 







cited them on fnrms in tlic \-icim- 
Tliis accounted for the fact that 
rarishioners greatly increased and 
umber-contributed tri' the support 
IC debt ipcirercd m building the 
d out by the time- the parish 
I'Cr jubilee, November H, 1932- • 
osen for the jubilee was cold - 
ithcr Joseph of Annaheirn motored 
tabc part in the festivity, and had 
from one of the fanners on the 
le antifreeze in his own car had 
iter, the first pastor, celebrated a 
ss. Father Joseph was deacon and 
athcr Marcellus was snbdeacon, 
poke bricfly*rccnlling some of the 
of the pioneer days, both Father 

■ Peter cited the parable nfr the 
seed, w'hich onr I.ord had used to 

■ th of the - Cliiirch. Despite the 
rherJ Rernard, Matthew and Au- 
sent. Father Matthew had held 
regor during the prcccedmg year 
darcellns, In the afternoon Bene- 

Blessed Sacrament and the Aig- 


since 1947, is Father Grego^, and Fati 

* Fafhcrj Marcellus celebrated the sib 
of his, pfdtnation,^ August 5, 1943 in St. 
Churcfiiwitn a solemn High Mass, Fathci 
and Martin being deacon and subdea 
.Abbot Sevefin assisted from the throne 
Magn.i and delivered the jubilee, serin 
Mass, he .said, was the highest scrsice 
render Almighty God, and he stressed tl 
ty of more Wications to -the priesthood, 
mg the ctniich, three little girls, Mai 
Jeanette Frank and Johanna Schmidt, pi 
spiritual bouquet to the jubilarian and / 
Raab c.stcnded -the greetings of the pari: 
their name presented a gift. Tlfc men’s < 
the "Vivat Pastor Bonus’, (Long Live t 
Shepherd) at the beginning of the scna'c 
tertained during the meal which /the 1; 

Tile, following young ladies of St. 
ParLsli joined religious communities:' Si 
ronica Plcincl. Mercedes Raab,4nd Alexis 
the Order of St. Ursula,- Bnino; Sistci 
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<St. '‘^ertrude’^ 


St. Gertrude’s Parish is one of the oldest and 
at the same time the youngest. Located 8 milc.s 
south cast of Muenster on Sqction 16, towiisliip 56, 
range 21. It had a d^blc beginning, one in 190S, 

• the other in 1946. ^ 

On May 10, 1908, Father Peter eclcbnitcd the 
first Mass in the district in Mr. Adam Bim/.’s log 
house, section 22, township 36 range 21. .Xfter the 
Mass a meeting was held and the following trustee', 
were elected, Adam Bunz, Henry Boehm and F'nink 
Schuler. The assembled people were in favor of 
organizing a new parish. Father Peter.celebrated 
Mass in the same place on June 28. At the meet¬ 
ing after this service, it was agreed to build the 
chiirth on the north-west quarter of section .10. 
township 36, range 21, owned by Mr. Peter Joa. 
The projected church was to be 40 x 24, .iiid 
Messers Leonard Joa and Michael'Brunn were elect¬ 
ed to join the three trustees and form the build¬ 
ing committee. Prior Brano and Father Peter in¬ 
spected the site, found it to bq centrally located 
and acceptable. Mr. Adam Bunz and Michael 
Brunn were in charge of subscriptions, and St. . 
Gertrude, the Seraphic Virgin, a Benedictine saint 
of the thirteenth century, was chosen as the. pa- 
, troncss. 'Services, were held intermittently at the 
Mission., Records show that Father Boniface visited, 
it August '23, 1908, and Fafher Gasimir on May 
29, 1909, and services were held there as late as 
August 28, 1910. At at meeting in Muenster, Sepi- 
tember 11, 1910, the parishioners decided that 
the church shoulrF be built on section 16, town¬ 
ship 36, range 21, instead of the former site. Mr. . 
F. Heidgerken of Humboldt owned this land and 
donated' five acres for the proposed church. Father 
Leo visited the tViission several times. On July 16, 
1911 Father Martiri Hoffmann, O.S.B., a brother 
of .Father Dominic, celebrated Mass there. That 
day a picnic was held. Tire receipts amounted over 
5300, and with Uiis sum an attempt was made to 
build.thc church. The attempt did not get beyond 
the construction of a foundation on the site, and 
then the matter was dropped. Perhaps the real 
reason- for this was the poverty of the parishioners 


their land in that heavily wooded region. During 
' the intervening years the people asked Father .Mi-, * 
but several tunes to revive the Mission and in 1946 
he found the plan feasible and placed Father Lcon- 

Thc parishioners had begun to collect nioiiey 
for the church in 1945, and on July 7, 1946, Father - 
.Augustine had Mass in St. Gcrtnidc’s School, lo¬ 
cated next to the chiifch site. Father Leonard cel¬ 
ebrated Mass there on June 22, 29, 1947, July 6, 
and thereafter regularly until November of the 
same year when Father Subprior Xavier was put in 
charge of the Mission, though Father Leonard re¬ 
mained offic'al pastor. Under the supervision of 
Father Leonard a church 84 by 34 feet with full 
basement was erected during the summer of 1947. 

Mr. Jacob Raskob of St. Gregor was the contractor , 4 

.ind the approximate cost of the building was 512,- 
500. Prior Peter blessed the Ghurch October 12, 

1947, and sang the solemn High Mass, assisted by 
Fathers Leonard and George as deacon ,iiid sub- 
deacon. 

Abbot Severin' confinned 18 boys and girls 
of St. Gertrude’s parish October 10, 1948. Father 
Leonard celebrated the' High Mass and Father 
' Abbot preached the sermon, reminding the parish¬ 
ioners to inculcate a devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
in the daily recitation of the Family Rosary. 

St. Gertrude’s Parish honored Father Leonard, 
August 13, ,1950, on the occasion of his silver jubi¬ 
lee. He offered a solemn High Mass of thanks¬ 
giving assisted by Fathers Florian and Leo Hinz , 
as deacon and subdeacon. Prior Peter delivered 
the sermon, mentioning the work Father Leonard 
had done to establish the parish in the past four 
years. St. Gertmde’s Choir rendered a polyphonic 
Mass, which they had practiced under the direetion - 
of Father Florian. After Benediction, the .school 
children under the direction of Miss Agnes Poclzer, 
their teacher, sang a- song and recited “Tlic Be¬ 
autiful Hands of a Priest.” Six, little girls offered- 
congratulations in the name of the parish Mr. Leo 
Blanch, one of the trustees, made three prcsCnta- 
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^St. "^atrick’^ S72(C>oion 


St. Patrick's Churcl),.i.s located on section H. • 
limiibliip 35, range 21, scscntccn niilcs sontlica.sl, 
nt .Mnenster, S miles sontlieast of St. Geitriiclc sn 
I’jiisli, and scsen miles west of Leroy. In 1901 .mdl' 
vl9U5 Kither J. C. Sninctt. a seenl.ir jimst oi liie • 
diocese of Prince Albert, brought a group of set 
tlcis from Ontario, into the district sontli of St. 
Peter's Colony, township 3-1, r.ingc 20 and 2‘1 noitli 
of Lanigan. 'Flic first .settlers of the district were 
Win. Knaus, Valentine Sovenski, Jos. Koski, John 
Tallcn, Mafnes Devine, Angus McDonald, Loiiis 
Hall, George Anstett, Joseph Anstett, Harold Hall. . 
and the Doyle family, llic settlement was called 
the Irish Colony and in its eenter Father Sinnet 
established his parish house and church, dcdic.itcd 
to St. Ignatius of Loyola. The town which, grew 
lip nearby was named Sinnet in lioinii of 11 h‘^- 
founder. Father Sinnett visited the settlers in the 
. southern part of St. Peter's Colony and established 
' a mission 2 miles north of his cplony, within the 
territory of St. Peter's Colony. He directed his 
settlers to go to Muenster and from there they trek¬ 
ed south to thrar heftnesteads. 

■ W'hen the cornerstone was laid for St. Peter's 
College in June 1921, Father Sinnett gave an elo¬ 
quent talk. He had a high regard, for the Jesuit 
Order, dedicated his church at Sinnett to St.- Ig¬ 
natius, and called the place of the mission in St. 
Peter's Cqlony Manresa, though St. Patrick had 
been chosen its patron. In his later years he Joined 


iiiL jesints .^t Guelph. Ontario. Snhsei|enul p.-.slms 
nt tnnnell .nid St. P.itiiek's Mission were: l-.itliers 
.\lbeit Cli.ilel.' 1922-1923, Hern.ird, F. Corcoran 
1923 192(1, A. J. Me.Millan, 192-1, J.'A. Pieire, 1926, 

J O Leais. 1920, Peir.liilt, 1927 - 1931, 1-i.nieis 
G.illeu, '|931, Wiltied Dinnplu. 1931-19-11, 
Jerome \ olk, 19dl - 19-15, C. Junker, 19-15 3 19-19, ' 
1 eh\ Jii/Aiiic, Septeinher 19-19 to the present. '1 he ' 
present trustees arc Tniii Gresty, Loins len.ihs, Ig- 
11.11 ms Paproski, with Caesar Verboke as .secretary. 

The first High Mass recorded at, St. Patrick's 
Church was sung on November 17. 1926 by F.ither 
J. O'l.e.iri, Abbot Severin paid Ins first visit to St. 
Patrick's Mission Juts 31, 1x^32, wlieui he eonfirined 
23 ehildren and 3 adults*'. Since the little ehnrch 
was mvable'to.hold all tlic'-visitors a soleinn'lligh 
Mas was celebrated in |l\e open. Father Diiinpliy 
.and Father Fnincis- assisted l^lJicr ' Abbot who 
preached the sermon. Aftcr^th'e function the Abbot 
distributed souvenir pictures of his silver jubilee 
of ,the priesthood to all the faithful, and tncdals of 
St. Benedict to the servers, the confirmod and the 

IHic last time Father Abbot administered con¬ 
firmation^ at the Mission was on September 21, 
1952, when he confinned 27 persons. Plans are 
going ahead to improve ^e church by 1955, the 
vear of the golden jubilee of the Nlission. Tlie 
parishioners arc hoping to build a full basement 
and to add a tower and vestibule. 
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\ftcr tlic iiibilce Mass Prior Peter aiinoiinceel 
tli.it the Holy P'athcr had directed Msgr. J. B. 
Mnnfini, Substitute Papal Secretary of State, to 
send Father Abbot the following letter: "Tlic 
\ugust Pontiff, acceding to the request of the Nlqst 
Rescrend Bernard Kaolin, Abbot-Priinata of the 
Benedictine Order, submitted to His Holiness in a 
letter of dutiful homage, stating that you arc about 
to commemorate the happy completion of fifty 
years since pronouncing religious vows, and of 
twenty five years since assuming the Abbatial of¬ 
fice, grants to you the faculty of imparting the 
Papal Benediction once to the faithful, obsen'ing 
the customary prescribed form. His Holiness, sin¬ 
cerely desiring for you a daily more abundant har- 
scst of virtue and the never failing solace of holy 
joy, blesses you with overflowing love, anil He prays 
that God may pour out over you and your com¬ 
munity an abundance of the light and the treasure 
of His Divine Wisdom.” Immediately after the 
rending of this letter Father .Abbot imparted the 
Papal blessing. 

After the services the clergy, the sisters and 
representative laymen attended the banquet pre¬ 
pared by the Sisters of St. Elizabeth in the College 
auditorium. Father Bernard, pastor of Bmno, was 
toastmaster, the Abbey choir provided musical 
interludes, and Father Lcandcr Dosch. O.S.B., the 
youngest Father-vof the Abbey, cvfcndcd the con. 
gratalations of the community to Father Abbot. 
Representatives from fhe 32 parishes and missions 
presented gifts to be' devoted to the building of 
suitable confessionals on' Mount Canncl. Prior 
Peter presented a spiritual bouquet frpm all the 
parishes as also from the children of St. Patrick’s 
Orphanage, Prince Albert. Many congratnlatorj 
messages were read, including telegrams from llis 
Emminence Cardinal McGuigan, Archbi.shop Bau- 
doux of St. Boniface, the Abbot and community 
of St. fohn’s Abbey and others. Banquet speakers 
were Archbishop O’Neill, Archbishop Pocock, 
Bishop Klein, Bishop Duprat, Bishop Dworschak, 
Msgr. Fussier, representing Bishop Lemieux of 
Gravelbourg, Dr. J. F. Fcddy, Dean of .Arts .md 
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Sciences .it the Umsersity of Sa'skatchew.iu, and 
.Archabbot Denis. To represent St. A'mceiit's .Arch- 
abbey, the motherhoiisc of the American Cassinese 
Benedictines,'.Arcliabbot Denis came bv plane fiom 
New York City to Saskatoon. 

In his reply Father Abbofthanked ..ill llinse 
present, especially .Archbishop O’ Neill who «'as 
largely responsible for organizing the celebration. 
Touching on his favorite topic, the mystical Body 
of Christ,'-I'aflier Abbot pointed out how Christ 
needs His members just as His members need 
Christ. Christ could do much more, he added, "if 
all members would give themselves wholeliearted- 
Iv to Christ. ... He can do great things with 
ordinary tools.” 

’’Obey your prelates and be subject to them, 
h’or they watch as being to render an account of 
your souls; that they may do this with jov and not 
with grief.” Tin's is the admonition. St. Paul gives 
to the Hebrews (T37“l'7)"'an3“St. BcncdTcrTir'lns 
Rule .says of the Abbot, "Let. him imitate the lov¬ 
ing example of the Good Shepherd, who jeaving 
the ninety-nine sheep on the moutains went to 
seek one which had gone astray, on whose weak¬ 
ness he had such compassion that He vouch¬ 
safed to lay it on His sacred shoulders, and thus 
bring it back to the flock” (Chapter 27). 

Abbot Severin, during the past hventy six years 
as Ordinary of the Abbey Niilliiis, h.as faitlifiilly fnb 
filled the admnnition.s of St. Paul and St. Bcnc^ 
diet, both by his own constant endeavors and 
through the ministry of his priests. He has ad¬ 
dressed his people on occasions too numerous to 
mention, and often was called upon by individuals 
and groups outside his territory, as at the Rosary 
Crusade, the consecration' of Bishop Klein in Re¬ 
gina, etc. In 1931 he conducted' the retreat of over 
"70 iciiiinarians at the Basilian Seminary in Toronto, 
Out' \_ 

Besides the confimiations" mcntionc^i, the 
preceding sketches, this' sacrament was licM^iiYterr. 
■ ed to a recorded total of 616? by Abbot ScHcrin Srj, 
the period from 1933 to 1952. 

U. I. O. G. D. 












FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS 


(^onclu^)ion 


’ As the years roll by, and more and more of 
the first settlers pass on, the events narrated m 
the preceding pages tend to become forgotten or 
at least obscured in retelling. That is why this ac¬ 
count of the ecclesiastical history of St Peter's 
Colony as set down here beconres more and more 
valuable. Throtrgh Priirr Peter’s eyes we have seeir 
the Colony founded. We' could hear the first .i\e 
strokes in the wildcrnc.ss as the settlers carved mrt 
their livelihood. W'c heard the sweet toires of the 
first bells ring out, echoing through the -.spar.selv 
settled land, bringing the consolations of religion 
to those intrepid pioneers staking their future 
under unknown condition. W'c saw the distant 
smoke on' the horizon as the first r.iihvay line 
crept through the territory, savrng the settleis si.sts 
or eighty miles in thcii trips to obain needed sup¬ 
plies. \Vc admired through his eyes the helpful 
cooperation between neighbors tliRt esisfed iii those 
davs, reminding us that it iS'Umto us to continue 
such a tra^lition. • I 

Much has been accomplishbJl m the past fifty 
years. So iirrrch so, that many an old-timer who 


• h,is btii feoiie for some time and revisits the 
scenes he used to know so well fjnds it almost im¬ 
possible to locate familiar landmarks. Tire woods, 
trails, glens and prairies have vanished or have 
been transformed. In their place he sees regular 
roads, floiiri.shing farmsteads, broad rolling acres 
•;of cultivated land. Tire, little churches in which he 
worshipped have almost all (with one cveeption. 
the first church, Lcofcld) undergone change. They 
li.ive cither been rebuilt or enlarged or moved to 
another locality Most of these old-timers .spend 
considerable .time visiting the cemeteries, for it is 
there that they find the names and the mortal 
remains of most of their friends of former ve.irs. 

M'c who benefit from the labor of those who 
h IV c gone before must be reminded of'the tlioiight 
of an Egyptian proverb. For the success of the 
■■present' we arc in great measure indebted .to the 
work of those who have goiic before ris. To them 
must gj> the credit for mrreh that vve accomplish, 
Tlrcy have set ns an example, which, if we would, 
follow, it. will take our best ’efforts. 










